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v THE LATE MR. ERNEST HART.
THE COUNCIL OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL

ASSOCIATION.
XT the meeting of the Council of the British Medical Asso-
ciation on January igth, Dr. SAUNDBY, the President of Coun-
cii, referred to the death of Mr. Ernest Hart in the following
terms:
"Since we last met the Association has sustained a great

loss in the death of Mr. Ernest Hart. For more than thirty
years he has not only been the able and accomplished Editor
of the BRIT1SH MEDICAL JOURNAL, but he has been the origi-
nator of nearly every development by which our Association
has expanded itself and become more useful to the medical
profession in its broader and more scientific as well as in its
corporate relations. To illustrate what I mean I have only to
name the Scientific Grants Committee, the Parliamentary
Bills Committee, and this library which we see around us,
and to remind you that they all owed their initiation and
their guidance through many years to his untiring personal
supervision, his ability, and energy. He has died no longer
young, having lived a life full of purpose, having accom-
plished many things. He has lived to see this Association
reach a pitch of prQsperity which he probably never antici-
pated. How greatly this success has been directly due to
the popularity attained by the JOURNAL under his editorship
none of us will be disposed to question. A man's life is soon
spent, but institutions last long enough to use up many
generations. We shall all pass away, yet when the last of us
has gone we hope this Association will still be evergreen and
flourishing. In it Mr. Hart possesses a monument of the
noblest kind, and in this Council room he will be always re-
membered as one of those who did most to make the Associa-
tion what it is to-day. I beg to move the following resolu-
tion:

"The Council desires to convey to Mrs. Ernest Hart its
expression of deep sympathy with her in the loss she
has sustained, and to place on record its recognition of
the memorable services rendered by Mr. Ernest Hart
to this Association during his tenure of the office of
Editor of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for more than
thirty years."

This resolution was passed unanimously.

TEE following resolution was passed by the Committee of the
National HeIalth Society at its meeting on January 12th:
That the Committee, recognising the great loss sustained by the

National Health Society in the death of Mr. Ernest Hart, places on record
the warm appreciation of the important work done by him as' Chairman
of the Council for many years, and requests the Chairman of Committee
to forward this resolution to Mrs. Hart, with an expression of condolence
and sincere sympathy with her in her bereavement.

WE have received the following tribute to the memory of
Ernest Hart from Mr. William Adams, F.RtC.S.:
SIR,-I should be glad to be allowed to add a few words to

the memory of my oldest professional friend Ernest Hart,
with whom I have been on terms of intimacy for over forty
years.
My acquaintance with Ernest Hart.commenced in the year

1854 at the " Grosvenor Place School of Medicine," or
"Lane's-chool," attached to St. George's Hospital, when at
the request of Mr. (afterwards Sir) Spencer Wells I delivered
a course of lectures on orthopaedic surgery, and afterwards
assted Spencer Wells's colleague, Mr. George Pilcher, in the
s#ugfdal lectures. At this time Spencer Wells went off to
Sn!b.a, where the British Civil Hospital was established for
the wounded soldiers from the Crimea.
In I854 Ernest Hart was one of the most distinguished
pupils at Lane's School. He was always a favourite with his

fellow students-bright, genial, and witty-and he was also a

favourite with the surgical staff, who appreciated his great
abilities.
Mr. Timothy Holmes, who has done full justice to Erness

Hart's great abilities and to his many-sided activity of mind
seems to have made his aequaintance, like myself, at Lane'
School, and I can only endorse every word Mr. Holmes has
said.
Ernest Hart remained a true friend of mine ever since i854,and oaly in July or August last, at one of his elegant garden

parties at TQtteridge, he remarked, "Don't forget, Adams
that I was one of your pupils." He was then happy anI
cheerful amongst his friends who have now to mourn his loss,
-I am, etc.,
Loudoun Road, N.W. Wm. ADnAS.;

A CoRREcTIoN.-We are requested to state that in the
report of the memorial service held on January X ith the name
of Mr. Albert Kisch was incorrectly spelt and- that he attended
as representative of the Jewish members of the medical pro
fession.

LONDON WATER COMMISSION.
AFTER an adjournment for a month over the Christmas vaca'
tion, the Royal Commission appointed to inquixe into the
best means of dealing with -the London water supply met
again on January 17th in the " Moses " room of the House of
Lords. The examination of Sir Alexander Binnie, Engineer-
in-Chief to the London County Council, occupied the whole'
sitting. He said that the Administrative County of London:
was interested in the total water supply of the eight corn.
panies to the extent of 79: per cent., and the total of the disb
tricts outside to the extent of about 2O0 per cent. He quoted
figures to show how nearly there might be an approach to the
absorption of the whole flow of the River Thames during
comparatively long periods of the year. Experience had
shown that the average daily flow of the river in its natural
state might; fall as low as 298.3 million gallons, as it did
during the month of September, I893. Although the avelragd
flow of the river for the whole year might be at the rate Qf
1,350 million gallons a day, the actual volume of water flo2'
ing over Teddington Weir might, in consequence of the withJ
drawal of water by the companies, be as little as I88.1 millitn
gallons. Although the companies had exceeded their author-'
ised limits during certain months, on the whole year they had
not drawn as much as they were entitled to draw.
In reply to qtTestion by Mr. Pember as to the companips

being bound to send down compensation water, Sir Alex&tidn
Binnie said that the matter was beyond dispute, because it
had been proved that the two companies tdok the whole flol
of the river, and, in lieu of the water which they ought to send
down, they pumped up water from Bow-Creek. - '.
Witness did not altogether accept the finding of LOA

Balfour's Committee that the Thames-and Lee were satis-
factory sources of supply. He believed that the Thame* and
Lee must remain for many years, if not always, portions of
the sources of London water supply, but he thought it ex-
pedient that a portion of that supply should come fromh AomS
other source. Water derived from sources into which a lftg"
amount of sewage was poured, while it did not necessariiy
poison people, rendered them liable to epidemics. In his
official capacity as engineer to the London Countys CotincilU,
he would not abandon the present source of supplyg-the;
Thames and the Lee-at the present-time. He would} rather
begin to supplement the water from these sources, no,t sub.,
stitute for them entirely'fresh sources.
On Tuesday the Commission again sat and Sir Alexander

Binnie continued his, evidence. On his calculations thS r'
sent sources of supply would have to be supplemented iif
from ten to fifteen years' time. He would looklfor his supple-
mental source to a district in Wales. The cost of such an
undertaking would be from £9o,ooo to /96,ooo per million
gallons. He estimated..that in, the year 1931 it would by
necessary to supplement the existing sources of supplyby
147 million gallons, and if this water was-brought from Wales
it would cost £14,112,800, and in order to provide for the re-s
quirements of 1948 there would have to be a further expendi-
ture of I 2,ooo,ooo, making a total of 626,OOD,ooo. The Oounty%Council and its predecessor had expended about 62- millions
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