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DR. HALL HAINS'S DEFENCE FUND.
WE are requested by the Honorary Secretary and Treasurer,
Dr. Herbert Carre-Smith, 3, Turnham Green Terrace, Chis-
wick, S.W., by whom subscriptions are received, to acknow-
ledge the folloswing further list of subscriptions to this fund.
A statement of the circumstances of the case, and of the
names of the members of the Committee, of which Mr.
Joseph Smith is Chairman, will be found in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 25th, 1897, page 1874. It will
probably be. remembered that Dr. Hall Hains, who practises
at Shepherd's Bush, was tried recently at the Central Criminal
Court on an unfounded charge of performing an illegal opera-
tion. The jury stopped the case by direction of thie judge,
and Dr. Hains left the court without a stain on his character,
but in defending the charge incurred costs amounting to over
,8oo. The fund is being raised to help to defray a part of the
costs:

£sd.
Amount previQusly acknowledged ... ... ... 76 2 6
Additional subscriptions received:

Charles W. Chapman, M.D., M.R.C.P.... II o
John S. Spence,M.D . ... ... ... ... ... 1 0 0

T. Colcott Fox,F.RC.P ...... ... ... 2 2 0
J. Batteson, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. I 0O
E. M. Swanwick, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S. ... I I 0
George Brown, M.R.C.5. ... ... ... ... I 0O

Per BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL:
Ernest Hart, D.C.L. ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0

DEATHS UNDER ANASTHETICS.
CHLOROFORM.

MR. TIBBITTS, Deputy Coroner, held an inquest at the
Sessions Court Buildings, Birkenhead, on November 26th,
touching the death of Mrs. Eva Hughes, who expired on
November 215t, while undergoing an operation under chloro-
form. The case was one of retained placenta after miscarriage
at four months. We are indebted to Dr. Edward H. Brun, of
Rock Ferry, for the following details: As I could not succeed
in removing the placenta alter repeated attempts, I asked Dr.
Newington to give chloroform for me. This he did on
November 2lst, and I then succeeded in getting my fingers
into the uterus, and easily removed the placenta. The
administration of chloroform had ceased for about three or
four minutes, when the patient suddenly collapsed. We
succeeded in bringing her round, and she went on
well for about five minutes when she collapsed again, the
pulse became imperceptible, and all further efforts at revival
were useless. The method of resuscitation adopted on both
occasions was inversion, together with the hypodermic injec-
tion of strychnine and artificial respiration. There was no
post-mortem examination. The chloroform was administered
through a Junker's inhaler. The quantity of chloroform did
not reach 2 drachms.
The verdict of the jury was to the effect that the patient

died from failure of the heart's action whileunder chloroform
properly administered.

THE CHLOROFORM DILEMMA.
SIR, Dr. Waller in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of

November 20th, I897, P. I469, gives us much that is suggestive,
but rides off triumphant on a false issue at last. He says,
" If chloroform is dangerous under all circumstances, it may
not be administered in minor surgery." Why not? Surely
all depends on the degree of danger, which he acknowledges
to be small. Then he continues, " Death in this class of cases
is therefore unjustifiable, and should be considered a criminal
offence." Forcible, if badly expressed !
The other horn of the dilemma he puts thus: " If chlbro-

form is dangerous only when unskilfully administered, then
again death by chloroform is unjustifiable, and ought to be
considered a criminal offence." A careless reader would
think this sentence a severe reflection on some unskilful
chloroformist, but strictly speaking it reflects more on death,
than on chloroform, and does not mention the administrator
at all! This " horn" is not the only alternative, though Dr.
Waller speaks as if it were. It is, in fact, only a particular
ease of the alternative that chloroform is dangerous under
some circumstances, and those circumstances must be ex-
haustively considered before a conclusion can be arrived at
by -this method. It would surelp be better to forbear the use

of such words as "unskilfully," " unjustifiable," "criminal
offence," or even " careless." For my part I prefer ether, but
I see no reason why a man who prefers chloroform should be
pilloried in this way. Strong language is not always a sign of
moral superiority.-I am etc.,

PHILIP MIALL,
Consulting Surgeon to the Bradford lnfirmary.

RESPIRATORY EMIBARRASSMENT DURING ANAESTHESIA.
DR. E. FURNISS POrrER (London) writes: Some time ago I read a com-
munication in the BRITISR MEDICAL JOURNAL relating a case of em-
barrassed respiration during the administration of chloroform caused
by elongated uvula; and it is suggested to me that it would be of
interest to mention -another and very frequent. cause of respiratory
trouble. I have often observed while giving an anaesthetic-usually
ether-to patients with nasal obstruction (more especially that form of
it due to post-nasal growths), that the breathing has become embar-
rassed, and on removing the mask have found the lower lip was so
much indrawn as to interfere considerably with inspiration ; on draw-
ing the lip down, the trouble has instantly disappeared, and by prevent-
ing the lip from being again indrawn-by simply gently holding it-the
mask could be reapplied, and the administration continued without
any further trouble. I have noticed this in very many cases (doubtless
others have also), but I am not aware that It is mentioned in any of the
textbooks on the subject.

THE CEIAIR OF SURGERY AND THE WESTERN
INFIRMARY AT GLASGOW.

THE managers of the Western Infirmary in Glasgow have
issued a statement containing the following announcement,
which is in accord with that contained in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of December i8th, I897: "The managers
of the Western Infirmary desire formally to put their sub-
scribers and the public in possession of the result of the
recent negotiations between the Senate of the University and
themselves regarding the question of 'facilities for clinical
teaching' afforded to the Professor of Surgery. This may be
best done by the publication of the following extract from
the joint minute unanimously adopted by the Board and by
-the Senate-namely: 'That Ward i8 be allowed to remain
under the charge of Professor Macewen, a result of this
arrangement being that the provision proposed by the
managers in the interest of the Professors of Midwifery and
Materia Medica cannot be made in the manner originally
contemplated."'

BATTLE OF THE CLUBS.
BLACKFRIARS PROVIDENT DIsPENSARY FOR WOMEN AND CHILDREN.

A PROSPECTUS of the Blackfriars Provident Dispensary for Women and
Children has been received from Miss L. P. Fowler. The medical officer
is a fully qualified lady practitioner, and the charges to members about
the same as in most provident dispensaries, while the institution is said
to be for those only who are unable to pay the ordinary medical fees.
There are, however, two objectionable features which have often been
condemned in our columns:

I. Absence of medical examination of members previous to admission.
2.:Admission of members at a time when they are suffering from actual

sickness.
There is nothing of a provident nature in attending cases of actual sick-

ness for a fee of 2s. 6d. for the first, Is. for subsequent, week during that
illness; and it is the reverse of provient to accept hlthy and diseased
members at the same rate, as it takes away a1 the inducement from the
former to become members before they feel the pressure of disease.
We understand from Miss Fowler, though the fcts do not appear in the

printed documents, that a wage limit,of 305. per w9ek for a single woman
and 50s. per week for a family, has been fed for the guidance of the
medical officer, and that any person who having been a member ceases to
be a member is not again admitted except by a special vote of the Com-
mittee after investigation. Miss Fowler aaded that the Committee which
is appointed by the Women's University Settlement, are very desirous
that the institution should be conducted on true provident principles.
We hope, therefore, the Committee will consider the point objected to,
and will endeavour to merit the support of the medical profession.

LITERARY NOTES.
THB demise of the Guyoacope (which writes its own epitaph in
the number of December 31st), if it does not exactly eclipse the
gaiety of nations, at least withdraws an element of harmless
fun from London medical life. Many Guy's men in particular
might say with truth that they could have better spared a
better-or, at any rate, a more serious-periodical.
The Internatiomal Medical MaWazine of Philadelphia will

hereafter be edited by Dr. Walter L. Pyle, who is already
favourably known in medical literature as the author of
various papers on the therapeusis of the saints, the medical
virtues attributed to precious stones, etc., and the colla-
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