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obstetric officer. Would a general practitioner be guilty of
infamous conduct if a bond fide student, third to fifth year,
employed by him as a dispenser were to attend a midwifery
case which came in during the general practitioner's un-
avoidable absence from home, such case forming one of the
twenty cases, the general practitioner taking charge as soon
as possible ?
Or again, supposing an urgent case, for example flpoding or

a child in convulsions comes in, say between iI and i in the
morning, when nearly every general practitioner is out visit-
ing, would a general practitioner be guilty of infamous con-
duct if his dispenser (a bond fide student, third to fifth year)
were to visit the case; or must that student decline and
allow the patient to die, although he may know what is the
proper thing to do, until the general practitioner could
attend-?
Or again, would he be guilty if, during his unavoidable

absence, a patient comes to his house suffering from, say,
diarrhcea or a bad cough - if his dispenser or bondfide student
were to prescribe for him, or must that student decline, but
allow him to go-to the chemist a few doors away, who doubt-
less will prescribe for him, or sell him some patent medi-
cine, which will probably do more harm than good ?-I am,
etc.,
December 21St, 1897. L.S.A.

SIR,-I agree with Mr. Ed. Mills Grace that the General
Medical Council do not see the unqualified assistants' side of
the question, neither is it its business or duty to see it.
Sufficient for the Council to see the side of the qualified men,
over whom alone it has jurisdiction. To them it says: You
shall not employ an unqualified man in your practice except
under the conditions specified.

It is easy to see through the unblushing advocacy of the
retention of unqualified assistants; only those do it who
benefit by such help. Any time during the last fifteen years
it has been generally considered bad ethics to palm off an
unqualified man on one's patients, and I am glad to know
that soon it will be " infamous conduct."
We are told by certain employers of unqualified men that

hardship will result from the decree of the General Medical
Council. I am sorry, but these alarmed philanthropists do
not seem to consider the hardship to qualified men brought
about by themselves. Qualified men without means are
driven to shady work because the services of an unqualified
man are preferred to theirs. If a practitioner has more work
than he can do, or wants more leisure, does it not seem right
and proper that he should employ qualified help? The man
who does otherwise perpetrates a fraud on the public, and
unfairly competes with his more strictly ethical brother.-I
am, etc.,
December22nd. M. A. H.

SIR,-I know a medical man who employs an unqualified
man who is married and has several children, and has been
over twenty years in his present situation. There is another
man whom I know who is 45 years of age, unmarried, but
whose aged parents are absolutely dependent upon him. He
was trained by one of the best provincial surgeons-a man
who occupied several honourable posts in the profession, and
was senior surgeon to an infirmary. How are such men as
these to gain a living? Their principals most probably can-
not afford to put qualified men in their places, and engage
them solely for indoor surgery work. If dismissed they are
too old to turn to other employment. Many, no doubt, will
begin to practise on their own account, and run the risk of an
occasional fine, or they will be employed by some chemist
and prescribe over the counter. The employment of unquali-
fied assistants should be put a stop to, but at the same time
the law should not be made retrospective, and such men as
I have named should be allowed still to continue. I would
suggest that only those who have been actually engaged as
assistants for twelve years or more should be allowed to
practise as hitherto, and that these should be required to
pass some practical examination in symptomatology and
therapeuticz.-I am, etc.,
Deccember 2ISt, 1897. FAIR PLAY.

SIR,-It would not be more unjust that the existing
unqualified assistant shoulI'L be registered as such than that-,
for instance, the dentists who practised before the passing
of the Dentists Act should have been registered as such.
What have the unqualified assistants done as a body that
they should be thus dealt with? Even the midwife, who may
be grossly ignorant, will have the protection of the law if the
Midwives Bill is put on the statute book.
I have acted as assistant for several years to well-qualified

men in good practices. I have gone through a curriculum,
and have had a good general education; and since leaving
college I have kept up my knowledge of medicine, surgery,
and midwifery by study, and not only of those subjects but
of the allied sciences. Still, I am unqualified up till now;
and because I am, the law gives more protection to some
ignorant quack or charlatan, who makes a splendid income
by the selling of his nostrums. I for one would be quite
willing to undergo an examination to enable me to act as
an unqualified assistant till such time as I may obtain a full
qualification.-I am, etc.,
December 20th, 1897. EQUITY

MIDWIVES AND UNQUALIFIED ASSISTANTS.
SIR,-In the event of the Bill for the Registration of Mid-

wives being passed, would it be considered covering to employ
one of them as an assistant to dispense, attend midwifery,
keep books, etc. ?-I am, etc.,

St. Neots, Hunts, Dec. x6th, 1897. EDWARD J. CROSS.
P.S.-Will men be able to register as midwives also if the

Bill is passed ?

HOSPITAL REFORM: THE NEWPORT INFIRMARY.
SiR,-I beg to enclose copies of the correspondence which

has taken place with the directors since the publication of
my letter in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December i8th,
I897.-I am, etc.,
Cardiff, December 25th, 1897. HENRY C. ENSOR.

[Copy.]
Newport and Molmouthshire Hospital,

Newport, December 20th, 1897.
DEAR SIR,-At the request of the Honorary Medical Staff the House

Committee met them in consultation on Saturday evening and it was then
arranged that subject to your writing and publishing the accompanying
letter the chairman would call a special meeting to reconsider the resolu-
tion passed by the directors at their meeting on 7th December and give
you an opportunity of explaining matters.-I am, yours faithfully,
Dr. H. C. Ensor, Windsor Place, Cardiff. J. K. STONE, Secretary.

[Copy of Sugge8ted Apology.]
To the Chairman of the Newport Infirmary.

DEAR SIR,-I much regret having refused to comply with the instructions
of the directors as to certain cases and also that I should have published
statements detrimental to the Newport Infirmary instead of asking for a*
interview with the directors. I now ask for such an interview in the
hope that after explanation had the decision of the last Board meeting
will be reconsidered. I withdraw all aspersions against the Board and
agree to this letter being published.-I am, yours truly,

[Copy of Reply.]
23, Windsor Place, Cardiff,

December 24th, 1897.
DEAR SIR,-I beg to acknowledge receipt of your letter of December

20th.
I have no reason to regret the action which I bave taken, and therefore

decline to make any apology.-I am, yours faithfully,
To the Secretary, Newport Infirmary, Newport. HENRY C. ENSOR.'

THE DANGERS AND USES OF ERYTHROL
TETRANITRATE.

SIR,-Erythrol tetranitrate, like all other polyatomic
organic nitrates, detonates when struck with a hammer,
and doubtless would explode if roughly used in a mortar.
My assistant, Mr. Marshall, has, however, several times
rubbed up small quantities without ill effect, but this has
always been done with care. The substance can be melted
(61° C.= 1420 F.) without undergoing decomposition, and
must be heated rapidly to a much higher point before an
explosion will ensue. Although more explosive than nitro-
glycerine, owing to its containing one more nitrate group,.it
is much more stable, and accidents are only likely to happen
if incautiously used.
The recent accident with this material is deeply to be

regretted; but it seems to me, too, that combination with
sugar of milk would considerably enihance its explosive
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