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Dr. Karl Eisenlohr, who died of tuberculosis last November,
in his 5oth year. The rest of the number is occupied by
papers on clinical subjects, including the report by Pro-
fessor Rumpf and Dr. Bieling on the use of Behring's
diphtheria antitoxin in the New General Hospital in Ham-
burg, where it has been used with great success. A paper
of somewhat curious interest is that by Dr. de la Camp on
the occurrence of carcinoma during the first ten years of
life.

THE one hundred and twenty-sixth Annual Report of the
Society of the New York Hospital (1896) is illustrated by a
number of photographs of a villa for female patients at the
Hospital for the Insane at Bloomingdale, which has been
erected as a memorial to Mr. James M. Brown by his widow.
It is a pretty building, elegantly furnished. Drawings of a
new recreation pavilion, containing a billiard room and a
gymnasium and bowling alley are also given. The volume
contains the report of the medical superintendent of the
hospital, Dr. Samuel B. Lyon.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

.DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

PEPSINE AND MALT PREPARATIONS.
FROM Messrs. Giles, Schacht, and Co., of Clifton, Bristol, we
have received samples of their liquid preparations containing
pepsine and malt extract as digestive principles combined in
some preparations with tonic medicinal constituents. The
" bi-digestive " preparation, it is suggested, on account of its
containing Schacht's " pepsina liquida" combined with fluid
malt, exceptionally rich in diastase, would be a useful agent
-in dyspeptic conditions, and for the accumulation of amy-
laceous and proteid substances. On examination we find it
,to be capable of digesting nearly its own weight of gelatin-
ised starch in about fifteen minutes at a temperature of 700 C.,
thus showing it to have digestive action on amylaceous
-material. It had also the property of digesting proteid sub-
,stances when tested on coagulated albumen, but not to the
extent we had expected from the description. The prepara-
tion of pepsine and malt extract is also combined with bromo-
hypophosphites, cinchona, and nux vomica as well as with
coca.

SOLIDIFIED SOUPS.
-THE "solidified soup squares" sent to us by Messrs. E.
Lazenby and Son, i8, Trinity Street, S.E., contain in each
packet of about 2 ounces sufficient soup, stock, and veget-
ables to make 4L pint of soup. Each square is stated to con-
tain the soluble portion of 4 lb. of beef free from fat and
.bone. Our analysis shows that these soup squares consist of
more than one-half of solidified meat stock mixed with
carrots, lentils, or other vegetables, or with tapioca as speci-
fied. Boiled as directed, the " solidified soup squares " serve
as a very ready means for the preparation of excellent and
nutritious soups. _

CONCENTRATED FRUIT JUICE.
WE have received- from Messrs. G. Foster Clark and Co., of
Maidstone, samples of "Eifel Tower concentrated lemonade,"
-which is said to be partly prepared in Italy from the finest
lemons. It is a lemon-coloured crystalline preparation having
-the odour and flavour of lemons, and it appears, according
to our analysis, to consist of a fruit acid, more appertaining
to the grape than to the lemon, mixed with sugar and lemon
flavouring. Each bottle contains sufficient material to make
-a pint of a concentrated and-pleasant beverage. The " con-
centrated fruit juices " are also supplied, having the flavours
of orange, cherry, raspberry, etc.

Au&TuM.-In the notice of "Excel" cocoa in the BRmSH MEDICAL
3otRNAL of April 24th,4p. I046, the seventh line should read " thus render-
iDg the preparation le88 likely " instead of as printed.

BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL REPORTS
REPORTS ON THE HYGIENIC CONDITION AND

ADMINISTRATION OF METROPOLITAN
DISTRICT AND SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

BASED ON THR EVIDENCE LAID BEFORE THE DEPARTMENTAIP
COMMITTEE.1

(By Our Own Commis8ioner.)
IX.-THE HACKNEY SCHOOLS.

IF there is one thing that distinguishes the Brentwood man-
agers and officials from those concerned with some of the
other schools about which evidence was tendered, it is their
readiness to acknowledge that both the system and the ad-
ministration are at fault. On these points the evidence of the
Rev. T. E. Howlett is very instructive. This gentleman had
ceased to be a manager, not, however, years ago, but one
month before he appeared before the Committee (8150). His
first ground of grievance is the way in which the officers con-
sider the children. "My experience of the children," h&
says, " generally is that they are quite up to the average of
any ordinary children" (8I64); but "the officers and
teachers regard the so-called pauper children as altogether
different from ordinary children " (8130).

"YOU ARE A SET OF PAUPER CHILDREN."
He gives the following examples of this spirit in these

words: "If you see anythingwrong and call attention to it the
teacher says: ' Oh, what can you expect P these are pauper
children; you cannot expect anything from them,' andlI
frequently discover the teachers in their schools, if the child-
ren do anything they do not like, calling them ' You are a
set of pauper children,' and they seem to imagine it is im-
possible to get hold of these children and influence them in
the same way as they would ordinary children" (8130).
This is a severe criticism borne out in part by the
tables of replies furnished by the head mistress of the
infants' school, who, in reply to the question, "Have you any
observations or suggestions to make how the schools with
which you are connected could be improved, and the scholars
better fitted for life as useful citizens ? " (col. 23, Appendix
I5, replies: "I think the head of each department should
have authority to punish as in schools under Government.
I think that infant boys of this class require corporal punish-
ment as much as older boys." This lady, moreover, seems to
hold, as Mr. Howlett states, a very low opinion of the infant
under 7, whose misfortunes have brought him to the work-
house, for she says in reply to another question, " As regards
conduct, they seem to have greater tendencies to vice and
wickedness, apparently inherited, as it seems a natural part
of them " (col. x8, Appendix 15).

INFANTS NATURALLY VICIOUS.
To us it seems almost a contradiction of terms that infants

should be vicious, but we must not forget in extenua-
tion of these infants' sins that they had been subject
for years to cruel treatment, and that even the most
docile of children will learn tricks and practices which
may surprise their elders in order to avoid unjustly meted
out pain or to obtain pleasures when they are scanty. These
unhappg infants do not seem to have much encouragement to
be good, for "No," "No," "No," "No " are the monotonous
replies to whether there is a system of marks, or if the children
ever go out to places of interest, or are visited by outside
teachers, or are taught swimming (Appendix I5, cols. 5, 6, 21,
22). Evidently the life of an "i nfant " at Brentwood is not
exactly calculated to lay that foundation of careless joy
which most parents, however 'poor, seem to think is the due
of extreme youth. " I think," said the witness, " that the
teachers are harsh in their manner of dealing with the
children.....," and that there was "a great deal too much
unauthorised corporal punishment used......and I think this
1The preIous articles appeared In the BRIMSH MBDICAL JOURNAL of

January and, p. 39, gth, p. go, x6th,p. 163; sard, P. 214; February 6th, p. 34a;
March 13th, p. 667; March 27th, P. 812; and April zoth, p. 930,
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