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three out of a hundred, which is what happens where a large
total mark is given, is quite another. Marking is nearly
always done by a system of subtraction for faults, whether of
omission or commission. In consequence of this, small totals
inevitably mean unfairly low marking, because the examiner
has either to take off nothing at all or an amount which is
unfairly large.
We have said nothing here of the disastrous effect of the

two parts of the First Examination-chemistry and ele-
mentary biology. Here we have dwelt upon the examina-
tions alone, and in them we desire most emphatically to
claim, first, that examiners are often unsatisfactory;
secondly, that they set too high a standard, and, lastly, that
the system of marking inevitably tends to raise this higher
still. Improvement in the first is in the hands of the
teachers, of the second in the hands of the examiners, and
of the third in the hands of the Colleges. It is urgently
needed in all three directions.

REMEDIES THAT HAVE BEEN PROPOSED.
There are so many different complaints that the remedies

proposed must also vary. It is said by Mr. Teale and Dr.
Pettigrew that the number of examinations prevents serious
and steady work. We have already made this criticism on
the examinations of the first year. One of them ought in our
judgment to be abolished, and the other to be made pre-
liminary to any actual medical study. The second examina-
tion is of course indispensable. After it is passed the student
passes materia medica and pharmacy at some time or other,
and with this exception is free from all examinations until he
reaches the end of his course. Then he is examined separately
in medicine, surgery, and midwifery, which he may take up
singly or together. Pharmacy is a vexatious though a small
subject. What a man wants in after-life, what he now never
possesses when he qualifies, is a knowledge of how to pre-
scribe and dispense. The examination, on the other hand, is
almost entirely on the characters of drugs which he will
never want to recognise again, and which if he does he will
by that time have forgotten. It is, in other words, a " cram"
examination. That the other three examinations must be
kept separate is not seriously disputable. The only real blot
upon them is the one question allotted to forensic medicine.
If, as occasionally happens, the examiner chooses to make
this a question in toxicology, then a student may have a
thoroughly good knowledge of all the points which iieed
ready action, but may be ploughed on a matter which no
man would be required to deal with in a hurry, and which no
man in his senses would carry out without consulting a book.
He will be ploughed on what he cannot remember, not on
what he has not studied and understood. This, again,
reduces forensic medicine to a " cram" subject. This is the
only criticism we have to make. As at present arranged a
man must have two and may have three years between his
Second and his Final-a time surely sufficient for serious
study.
The Second Examination is attacked by Mr. Thomas Cooke.

In his opinion it is a gross mistake to have divided anatomy
and physiology. He would have the examiners, not
specialists, but men of a general knowledge of both anatomy
and physiology. This would result in a much sounder valua-
tion of the details of both subjects, and would improve the
character of the examination. Yet we are obliged to believe
it an impossible idea. At present anatomical examiners are
rarely specialists, for they are nearly always surgeons who
teach anatomy. Physiologists, on the other hand, have
specialised from dire necessity. A man in practice cannot
teach physiology well now. Twenty years ago he could and
did. And if the teachers are becoming specialists it is im-
possible to have practitioners for examiners. Their views
and methods would be antiquated, their special knowledge
would be inadequate: they would be laughed out of court.
Mr. Hutchinson, on the other hand, wishes for a great

increase in the number of examinations. He wishes the
student always to be working for some definite examination.
When dressing in the eye wards he should prepare for an
examination in ophthalmic surgery and pass it ; when work-
ing in the post-mortem room he should prepare for an
examination in pathology. He wishes also to import many
allied sciences-botany, biology, geology, climatology, and

others, in all of which a student may, and as we read Mr.
Hutchinson's views ought, to be examined. This is the
antipodes of Mr. Teale, and it may well be urged that such a
plan would make of the medical student, not a thoughtful,
well-informed gentleman, but a man overburdened with in-
formation on every subject, and not necessarily thoughtful
about a single one. Mr. Hutchinson himself is an extra-
ordinary example of the wide scientific knowledge he
advocates, and he is one of the most thoughtful of us all.
But he is this because it is his nature so to be, and we do not
agree that his system of education " innumerabilibus sollici-
tudinibus " would make one man like Mr. Hutchinson, whom
Nature has not already so made.

CONCLUSION.
For an ordinary pass degree, such as is the licence of the

Conjoint Board in England, it is wrong policy to add subjects
for the sake of widening the mind; for any degree it is wrong
to examine in such a way that the memory rather than the
understanding is tested. Any such examination is a "cram"
examination, which does harm rather than good, and a man's
mind can be widened a great deal more by thorough know-
ledge of necessaries than by a smattering of " accomplish-
ments." Chemistry and physics are necessaries, but they
should not be allowed to interfere with the learning of
anatomy and physiology; anatomy and physiology exami-
nations should be conducted on broader lines. The ex-
aminations should not be increased, but the Final should
remain a triple test. Lastly, examiners should be watched
by the teachers, and resolutely attacked by formal methods
when need arises, and the present very faulty system of
marking should be altered.

A CORRECTION.
IN the article published on February 27tb, page 538, it should have been
stated that the Preliminary Examination of the Faculty of Physicians
and Surgeons of Glasgow was discontiniued in October, I892.

A SCHEME FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF
PROVIDENT MEDICAL ASSOCIATIONS

THROUGHOUT THE COUNTRY.
By FREDERICK PEARSE, M.D.,

Honorary Secretary Portsmouth Medical Union.
THE trend of affairs between the medical profession and the
friendly societies seems to be in the direction of abolishing
the existing club doctor. The societies are everywhere amal-
gamating and engaging the exclusive services of their medical
officers, but inasmuch as these officers have so far been over-
worked, have been placed in a dependent position, and have
been sweated out of their just monetary reward, this condi-
tion of things is not likely to be permanent. On the other
hand, in a few places provident medical associations have
been started under the exclusive management of the medical
profession. The plan of the societies is to get the whip hand
of the doctor; the plan of the doctors is to remedy the abuse
of the medical club benefits by the well-to-do.
The societies may be said to have their organisation com-

plete, but it is obvious that upon their scheme they will
be unable to obtain either the best medical skill or the best
professional attention. At present they do not recognise this,
but seem actuated by the desire to be placed in the position
of employer to the medical man, and to carry out a cheese-
paring policy as to his remuneration.
What the medical profession must do is to get the control

of the medical benefits belonging to all club organisations
into their own hands. The working classes know full well
how to arrange their sick pay and other benefits, and are very
jealous when these are abused. The medical benefit can very
easily be divorced from its present associations, and the
members of all societies could then be free to select their
own medical attendant. At present there is no one to look
after the interests of the club doctor in any of these institu-
tions. He is consequently much abused and badly paid.
To achieve the result indicated medical men in every town

and district should combine and establish a provident
medical association, with the object of controlling the
administration of medical relief to the working classes.
Such an association may be stated to have for its object:
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