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these terms can justly be claimed, is by no means so certain.
There seems every reason to believe that many are far from
satisfied with the state of affairs, although they lack the
energy to throw over their present masters, and to take the
clubs into their own hands.

It is a significant fact, too, that one of the doctors was
successful in a recent municipal election, in which the club
question was given a prominent place, and in spite of the
utmost opposition of the present leaders of the clubs.
On the whole, then, it may be said that the profession at

Lincoln have no reason to be dissatisfied with the stand it
has made against club abuse. It has set an example, which
has been successfully followed in many places, and with a
little more union among ourselves victory would be assured
all along the line.

INDUSTRIAL BRANCH OF THE HEALTH AND SICKNESS ASSOCIATION
LIMITED.

A BODY styling itself the " Health and Sickness Association," with offices
at 66, Finsbury Pavement, appears to be circularising the profesion. This
enterprising Society intends "to widen the scope ot operations so as to
embrace the whole industrial population, and to set up a vigorous organi-
sation in every district," and it intends to " give our policy holders the
opportunity of having medical attendance in the same way as friendly
societies give their members." For this purpose, inistead of touting by
agents, it intends to issue a " circular letter" to ask whether he or she
requires medical attendance at the Society rates, which are IS. 6d. and
is. gd. per quarter; according as the sickness allowvance is ioS. or 209.
per week. Of these payments, 3d. is to be deducted for expenses, so that
the doctor will get is -d or Is. 6d. per quarter.
Members of the proGession, who mnight think this a tempting offer. are

reminded that before they can attain to the privilege of becoming medical
officers of the Society they must take up ten XI shares in the Association.
It is hardly likely that many practitioners will be fascinated by a pro-
spectus of this kind.

TIHE PLA:GUE.
THE TRUE DEATH-RATE FROM PLALGUE IN BOMBAY.
WE are indebted to Surgeon-Captain L. F. CHILDE, M.B.Lond.,
I.M.S., from the Sir Jamsetjee Jeejeebhoy Hospital, Bombay,
for the following observations on this subject:

I wish to put before you the true death-rate from plague in
Bombay, as the official figures by no means represent the
actual state of affairs. Since August last, when the epidemic
began, the general death-rate has been far higher than the
average, and since December it has been enormous; only a
part of this increase is ascribed to plague, the remainder
being entered under " remittent fever" and " respiratory dis-
eases." But it is quite certain that all these deaths are really
due to plague, the fact being that in this, as in former epi-
demics, the disease is showing two forms-the ordinary form
with well-marked buboes, and the malignant form without
buboes; and all the supposed additional deaths from re-
mittent fever, etc., are really due to non-bubonic plague.
My proof is this: I have now made post-mortem examina-

tions on ten persons supposed to have died of fever, pneu-
monia, or bronchitis; none had buboes, but all had the plague
bacillus in their blood and organs, and undoubtedly died of
plague; also I have seen two other cases during life which
somewhat resembled pneumonia, but their sputum contained
the plague bacillus in abundance, and typical cultures could
be obtained from it. Post mortem the diagnosis was amply
confirmed. Hence, as the additional death-rate from all
causes since December last has been about 200 per day higher
than the average, this number represents pretty accurately
the true number of deaths from plague.

I observe that in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January
2nd you suggest that the extra remittent fever deaths are really
due to plague without buboes, and it is certain that your
theory is correct. Under the present system in Bombay it is
not possible to ascertain the true causes of death ; death certi-
ficates are only given by qualified medical men, but a large
number of persons are treated by native vaids or hakims, who are
not required to give certificates. In these cases the cause of
detth is ascertained at the burial or burning ground from the
friends of the dead person, and of course it is quite unreliable.
Hence the only trustworthy figures are the total number of
deaths, and there is no other disease specially prevalent in
Bombay, all the excess above the normal must be due to
plague. Morever, an immense number of persons have left
the town, probable a third to half the population, yet the
death-rate is still being calculated on the last census (8oo,ooo);
it was given at 107 per i,ooo last week.

So, to sum up, my points are these: That plague is killing
about 200 persons per day; that about Io,ooo persons
have died of it since August last; and that the true death-
rate from all causes in Bombay at the present time is between
150 and 200 per i,ooo.

CHRONICLE OF THE EPIDEMIC.
No EXTENSION IN BOMBAY.

There is no extension of plague to record this week; the
several places recorded in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
February 13th, such as Agra, Delhi, Bangalore, and Candahar,
are in no worse plight than they were-namely, that they
each have had a few cases of deaths of refugees from the
plague-stricken area. So far as can be ascertained, in none of
these places has plague got a hold of the resident community.
The Punjab, Bengal, Afghan, and Beloochistan frontiers are
being watched carefully, and segregation camps for railway
passengers are established everywhere around the infected
district.

EXHAUS-TION OF THE VIRUS.
Plague is dying out in Bombay in the sections of the city

first attacked. The telegrams of February i6th state that
Mandvi, the district in Bombay first attacked, is now almost
free of the disease. Mandvi was attacked in August, 1896;
this fulfils our prophecy that seven months, and not less than
seven months, would see the extinction of the disease in any
district attacked. Every locality of Bombay must date the
time of its expected freedom from disease at seven months
from the time of the first appearance of the disease in any-
thing like a prevalent form. We shall no doubt hear by-and-
by of this and that measure being the cause of the disappear-
ance of the disease. The curative properties of the onset of
the south-west monsoon, the increase of the temperature
during April and May will have supporters; the subsequent
rainfall and so forth will be held to be the reason for the dis-
appearance. Nothing but the exhaustion of the virulence of
the bacillus, however, can be held to be of any scientific value
in the argument, and it takes seven months to expend itself.

TIIE ACTION OF THE GOVERNMENT IN BOMBAY.
As a sample of what is being done in Bombay and else-

where, the following extract is instructive: " Under Epidemic
Diseases Act Government have empowered Municipal Com-
missioner, of his own authority, and without reference to the
magistrate, (i) To prohibit use of dwellings unfit for habita-
tion; (2) to require abatement of overcrowding; (3) to require
vacation of buildings and premises for cleansing and disinfect-
ing; (4) to forcibly enter deserted buildings and cleanse and
disinfect them; (5) to remove earth of floors; (6) to cut off
water connections; (7) to demolish whole or part of buildings
unfit for habitation or dangerous to health; (8) to destroy
infected bedding, clothing, etc. Arrangements have been
made for emptying all outgoing trains at stations outside
Bombay, and for strict medical inspection of all passengers."
Twenty-six medical subordinates have been sent to Bombay

to assist in dealing with the plague. Special precautions are
taken inland to prevent spread of the disease. All passengers
are inspected at the stations where the trains from Bombay
halt any time.

THE DEATH ROLL.
A summar:y of the deaths from plague from September 26th,

I896, to January 1gth, 1897; is appended. In all I7 weeks are
recorded.

No. of Deaths from
Week ending Plague per Week.

September 26th, 1896 .. ... ... ... 3
October 6th, I896 ... ... ... 300

9 3th, 2896 ... ... ... 226
, 20tll, I896 ... ... ... ... 129
,, 27th, I896 ... ... ... ... 228

November 3rd, i896 ... ... ... ... 225
ioth, I896 ... ... ... ... I74

I 7th, i896 ... ... ... ... 242
24th, x896 ... ... ... 324

December ist, I896 ... ... ... ... 325
9, 8th, 896 ... ... ... ... 59I

iI5th, 2896 ... ... ... ... 840
22nad, I896 ... ... ... ... Q46
29th, x896 ... ... ... ... 3,484

January 5th, I897 ... ... ... ... I,2I7
it 12th, I897 ... ... ... ... I2,54.

igth, I897 ... ... .. ... 2,257
Total plague deaths to January igth, 1897 9,835
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RETURNS OF THE NATIVE MEDICAL PRACTITIONERS.
Mr. D. E. Kothavala, L.M.and S., writes that in the BRITISH

MEDICAL JOURNAL of January gth an injustice is done to the
native medical practitioners of Bombay. Mr. Kothavala pro-
ceeds to explain that deaths in Bombay have not to be certi-
fied by a medical man, and that the discrepancies in the
returns are not to be laid at the door of the medical men, who
in every case have been faithful in the truth and accuracy of
their reports. We are glad to have this explanation, and to
know that we can rely on the returns of the native qualified
practitioners; and we welcome the opportunity of removing
any implied slight.

QUARANTINE Al FRENCH PORTS.
Quarantine regulations at the French ports, especially Mar-

seilles, are very stringent, and vessels from Indian ports are
put to great inconvenience and expense as regards the for-
warding of passengers and goods.
The P. and 0. steamer Caledonia, from Bombay, with a

large number of passengers and cargo, arrived at Frioul, the
quarantine station for the port of Marseilles, on or about
February 5th. In spite of all the efforts of the British
Embassy at Paris, she was neither allowed to land her pas-
sengers nor discharge her cargo. Eventually the Peninsular
and Oriental Company sent their steamer Clyde-employed
at present on the Venice, Brindisi, Port Said Service-to Mar-
sellles, whence she sailed with the Caledonia's passengers for
London on February gth. The Caledonia herself, appointed to
leave Marseilles on February i ith with passengers for Bombay,
left there on that date with the cargo which she had brought
from Bombay for Marseilles still on board. Considering
the great expense at which these large passenger steamers
are kept up, the extra expense of provisions for passengers
while in quarantine, as well as the cost to the company of
providing the ss. Clyde to carry the passengers to London, is
very large. Other cases that may be cited are the steamers
Persia and Branksome Hall, which were unable to land their
cargoes at Marseilles, and had to leave for England.

HAFFKINE'S PROPHYLACTIC SERUM.
Surgeon-Major Hutch, Principal, Grant Medical College,

and Surgeon-Captain Childs, Professor of Pathology in the
same College, a Parsee medical man, and others, have been
inoculated, says the Homeward Mail, against the plague, at
the Petit Laboratory, Grant Medical College, Byculla, by
Professor Haffkine.
Isolated cases of plague amongst Europeans continue to

occur.
DR. VIEGAS ON THE PLAGUE.

In a paper read before the Grant College Medical Society in
Bombay, November 24th, 1896, Dr. A. G. Viegas states his ex-
perience of plague. There is nothing new in the paper, but
merely a straightforward, clear account of how he first
diagnosed the disease in Bombay, and his clinical observa-
tions in 79 cases he treated. Dr. Viegas rather favours the
idea that plague was not imported, but that any town or
locality within the plague belt is liable under certain condi-
tions to generate the disease. He emphatically ascribes the
outbreak to local insanitation; he rejects the grain theory of
the origin of the disease, and also confutes the meteorological,
dead rat, corner house, excessive rainfall, drought, and sugar
and date theories of the cause of the outbreak. He repeats
again and again that Mesopotamia is subject to outbreaks of
plague every autumn. This has been so frequently repeated
by different authors that Mesopotamia must be regarded as
the cradle of plague, and if the disease is to be fought it must
be attacked in its home. No treatment in Dr. Viegas's
experience gives much hope; his only recommendation is
early stimulation, alcohol being the most reliable.
A very interesting appendix is added, giving the corre-

spondence between the sanitary authority and a firm of native
merchants. From March 2nd, I896, until November 6th, I896,
did the correspondence go on concerning a drain which was
evidently in a disgraceful condition. With seemingly un-
pardonable neglect, the 'sanitary authority continued to allow
the foul-smelling sullage to run from the gutter holes over the
street.

LITERARY NOTES.
WE learn that Sir William Broadbent, Bart., has in the
press a work on the Prognosis and Treatment of Heart Disease,
which will shortly be published by Messrs. Bailli6re, Tindall
and Cox'.
The February number of the Scottish Medical and Surgical

Journal contains among other papers an interesting contribu-
tion on haematoporphyrin in the urine by Professor McCall
Anderson, and a note on dermatitis by Professor Waymouth
(which by the way is spelt " Weymouth " both in the body of
the journal ahnd in the contents) Reid, of Dundee. It is an-
nounced that the March number will contain a paper by Dr.
Joseph Bell, of Edinburgh, on The Relations of the Trained
Nurse to the Profession and the Public.
The Middlesex Hospital Journal, the first number of which

appeared in Jarnuary, is intended to supply the one thing
that (as we gather.from the introductory article) has hitherto
been lacking to the complete perfection of " Old Middlesex."
The promoters are confident that the new journal " will from
to-day enter on a career which shall endure so long as the
hospital exists, and which will do much to unite in one great
bond of fellowship all those who have worked in whatever
capacity, as teachers or as students, as well as those who have
taken part in the direction of its affairs." We hope this confi-
dent anticipation will be fulfilled, and certainly the journal
has a solidity of appearance that gives assurance of a long
life. An excellent portrait of the late Mr. Hulke is given as a
frontispiece.
Messrs. Macmillan and Co. have issued a notice to sub-

scribers to Professor Clifford Allbutt's System of Medicine to
the effect that the delay in issuing volume ii has been
entirely due to the delay in the issue of the report of the
Royal Commission on Vaccination. The articles which could
not be completed until this report appeared are now, how-
ever, in the printer's hands. All the rest of the volume has
been practically ready for months, and the whole of volume iii
and the greater part of volume iv is already in type. Sub-
scribers may therefore feel assured that the whole System will
be complete within a reasonable period.

ASSOCIATION INTELLIGENCE,
ELECTION OF MEMBER S.

Any qualified medical practitioner, not disqualified by any
by-law of the Association, who shall be recommended as
eligible by any three members, may be elected a member by
the Council or by any recognised Branch Council.
Candidates seeking election by a Branch Council should

apply to the Secretary of the Branch. No members can be
elected by, a Branch Council unless their names have been
inserted in the circular summoning the meeting at which
they seek election.

FRANcIs FOWKE, General Secretary.

LIBRARY OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL
ASSOCIATION.

MEMBERS are reminded that the Library and Writing Rooms
of the Association are fitted up for the accommodation of the
members in commodious apartments, ,at the Offices of the
Association, 429, Strand. Therooms are open from IO A.M. to
5 P.M., Saturdays, 10 A.M. to 2 P.M. Members can have their
letters addressed to them at the office.

BRANCH MEETINGS TO BE HELD.
METROPOLITAN COUNTIEs BRANCH.-A special general meeting of this

Branch will be held in the Museum of Practical Geology, Jermyn Street,
8.W., on Thursday, March 4th, at 5 P.M., to consider the medical defence
scheme of the Committee of the Association, and to frame replies to the
questions put thereon to the Branches by the Council of the Association.
according to the memorandum already circulated among the members of
the Branch.-ISAMBARD OWEN, M.D., and H. BETHAM ROBINSON, M.S.,
Honorary Secretaries.

METROPOLITAN COUNTIES BRANCH: SOUTH LONDON DISTRICT.- A
meeting of this District will be held on Wednesday, February 24th, at
4.30 P.M., at Guy's Hospital (by kind permission of the Treasurer). The
meeting will be clinical entirely, and ,demonstrations will be given by
members of the staff. All practitioners, whether members of the Ass6cia-
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