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Lf" Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments oj the BRITISH M1EDICAL JOURNAL are devoted uill be
found under their respective headings.

QOlERIES.

IGNORAMUs asks whether a person wearing a truss should be allowed to
bicycle.

INQUIRER would like to know the best means for softening a hard water
supplied to the boilers in a country house.

A MEMBER asks for advice as to the best type of hypodermic syringe, and
as to the relative merits of solutions and compressed drugs for pur-
poses of hypodermic injections.

PODOPHYLLIN desires to know where a girl, aged II, of limited intelli-
gence, but who can talk fairly well and use hier hands and arms, but
cannot stand owing to weakness of the legs, could be educated. The
parents would contribute five shillings a week.

LUNACY LEGISLATION IN CANADA.
DR. W. J. H. HASLErT (Sunbury-on-Thames) writes: Where can I find
the best account of the lunatic asylums of Canada, and also the legal
enactmiients referring to the insane in that country ?

BOOKS ON PUB3LIC HEALTH.
X. asks what standard works should be studied with a view to becoming
conversant with the duties and requirements of a rural district miedical
offlcer of lhealth.
*** X." will find a list of: books recommended for the examination

for a diploma in Public Health on page 585 of the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of September 5th, I896.

ECONOMY WITH EFFICIENCY.
E. E. writes: Will any gentlelnan whlo has had an extended experienice
of the non-alcolholic tinctures now on the market, kindly state wlhether
they keep well, and give as good therapeutical result as the Britishi
Pharmacoparia tinctures? May I also ask for suggestions that will
diminislh the cost of some otlher drugs ? for instance, I always uaie dec.
aloes co. without saffron, and often find tinct. iodi to act as well as pot.
iodi.

A CASE FOR DIAGNOSIS.
H. G. D. would be glad if any member who has met with a similar case to
the following would give his opinion. A married woman. aged 70, has a
depression immediately below and in front of the right parietal
eminence. It is rounded, size an inch and three-quarters to an inch
and three-eighths, fairly slharp edges, and about a quarter of an inch
below the surrounding bone; as firm as other parts of the skull, and
not tender to pressure or percussion. A depression was first noticed in
this region twelve years ago, and was then the size of a shilling. No cause
is known for it. The woman's healtlh has always been good. At
present the only signs of impaired health are those of feeble circulation
and atheromatous arteries, which cause occasional attacks of vertigo.
There are also signs of brain failure in loss of memory.

RULES OF MATERNITY CLUB.
A COUNTRY MEMBER writes: It is proposed to start in this neighbour-
hood a maternity fund, that is to say, a fund by which women who are
not in a position to pay a guiniea confinement fee and yet are not poor
enough to avail themselves of the "parish doctor," may ensure medical
attendance during their confinement. The fund is not to be a medical
club in any way, but will be started by certain lady residents, who will
subscribe for the benefit of their poorer sisters. The mothers will
themselves be expected to contribute to a general fund, and will be
allowed to engage any medical man in the place, the fee of one guinea
(nio lower fee) being guaranteed by the fund, and the doctor being paid
after the confinement by the treasurer of the fund. Can any meimber
tell us how to start this and give any suggestions as to rules?

THE USE OF ANTISE:PTICS IN MIDWIFERY.
UNSKILLED writes: The statement of a "HHospital Surgeon and General
Practitioner" in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January 3oth, " that
he should be sorry to stake his reputation on one chemical, particu-
larly when it has to be often employed by unskilled lhands, as in the
case in general practitioners' obstetrics," is rather a sweeping one, and
one rather derogatory to general practitioners. Would " Hospital
Surgeon," etc., kindly categorically state the steps he takes to conduct
an ordinary, uncomplicated labour in a skilled antiseptic manner, for
the benefit of the unskilled general practitioner? My method is very
simple, and is as follows: (I) Clean the hands, and nails especially, with a
nail brush and soap and hot water, rinse the soap from the hands;
(2) soak the hands in a sublimate solution (I in I,ooo) for a minute or so;
(3) do not dry the hands, but anoint the fingers with glycerine and
corrosive sublimate (I gr. to 2 ounces) before making an examination;
(4) rinse the hands again, soak in the solution, and again anoint before
making another examination; (5) after the labour wash the external
genitals with the sublimate solution, and apply an antiseptic diaper if
it can be afforded, if not a clean warm napkin. The routine of vaginal
infections I do not follow. " Hospital Surgeon" would confer a favour
if he would inform me whether anything has been neglected.

DEATH CERTIFICATES.
DE RUDA asks: x. Is it necessary in writing death certificates to put every
word in full * as, for instance, acute bronchitis for a. bronchitis ?

2. Has the local registrar any right to return a certificate to the medica
man to correct the above abbreviation ?

3. Has the registrar any right to refuse a certificate in case of non-com-
pliance with above ? and, if so, would an inquest be necessary ?

4. Can the medical man give more than one certificate, and if a second
is required for insurance, etc., nay he charge for it ? Or do the in-
surance societies decline to take all but the registrar's copy of the
medical man's certificate ?

*,* I and 2. Registrars are instructed to copy the contents of medical
certificates into their death registers, without omission, abbreviation,
addition, or alteration. It would therefore be their duty to refer cer-
tificates containing unusual abbreviations to the certifying practitioner.

3. If the practitioner were so ill-advised as to refuse to amend an
: abbreviated certificate, the registrar would be bound to copy its contents
literally into the register.

4. Under the Friendly Societies Acts, insurance societies are not
authorised to pay money on any other certificate than that of the regis-
trar, who can then carry out the provisions of those Acts limiting the
amounts for which the lives of children may be insured.

ANSWERS.

YOUNG PRACTITIONER may be advised to submit his question to the
Ethical Committee of the college from which he obtained his diplolmia.

MEMBER OF 20 YEARS' STANDING might consult the reply given in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Decemnber i2th, I896, page 1750.

X. Y. Z.-Our correspondent's question has been answered very fre(luently
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL.

J.-If our correspondenit desires to proceed further in the matter he
might submit the case to the notice of the local Branch of the British
Medical Association.

RURAL.-The question might be sent to the Corporation from which the
person referred to obtained his qualification. We believe that it will be
brought under the notice of the Royal Colleges of Physicians and Sur-
geons at an early date.

J. B. S. writes in reply to the query by "Member" as to exercise for
muscles of thighs and legs that ordinary dumbbell exercises as taught
by army instructors are excellent means of developing thigh and leg
muscles as well as arms and chest.

WORKS ON ORTHOPA,1DIC SURGE:RY.
DEFORM might consult The Deformities of the Hutnman Foot, with their Treat-
ment, by sW. J. Walsham, M.B., C.M., and W. K. Hughes, M.B. (London:
Bailliore. Tindall, and Cox. I8s.); Deformities: A Treatise on Orthopcedic
Surgery, by A. H. Tubby, M.S. (London: Macmillan and Co. 17S.).

TRIEATMENT OF SYPHILIS.
IN answer to the query of "D. E. B., (i) the best form of mercury for
primary and secondary syphilis is grey powder in the following doses
and combination-hydrarg. c. creta. gr. X; ferri sulph. exsic. gr 1 ft.
pil. Direct the patient to have all very decayed teeth extracted and
others to be stopped, then to take one of the above pills three times
daily for three days, and increasing by one every third day until the
teeth give slight pain on closing the jaws or salivation occurs; then
halve the number which produced that, for example, three pills the
first three days (add one on the third day), four pills for next three
days (add one on the third day following), five pills for next three days,
and thus keep adding one every third day until the above symptoms
are produced; then, say it took twelve pills to do this, halve that num-
ber, which would be six, and continue for two years. (2) It is very
seldom necessary to give potassium iodide in secondary syphilis, but,
should it be thought advisable, the usual form is with liq. hydrarg.
perchlor. DAMP HOUSES.

G. J. writes: The following plan is being carried out for me in a house
forty years old built on the lower tertiary gravels. I think " Country
Surgeon " would find it effectual, though I must admit it is too expen-
sive to be done by any but a freeholder, and that it needs an honest
builder.

I. To dry the foundations.-(i) Carefully excavate the footings in
short sections. (2) Having got the levels, lay a porous drain of field
pipes beneath the outer edge of the lowest course of the footings the
whole way along the side towards which the ground falls, or the whole
way round the house if possible. (3) If a fall is obtainable, let the top
be open to the air, but guarded from rain or storm water, and let the
bottom discharge over ani open head or gully. The effect will be to cllt
off from the walls vertically and from the floors horizontally all percola-
tion of ground water and ground air, and to diminish the rising of
water up the bricks due to capillary attraction; if the pipes can be laid
on porous stuff. sand, or broken brick. all the better. (4) Over all put
down a concrete bed, with channel for rain water all round the house.
(5) Cement the outside of the walls 3 feet high. This will guard against

splahingy floors.-(i) Clear away existing floors. (2) Fill up to within
8 inches of fixture floor level with clean " hard core" broken brick,
gravel, etc., mixed with lime, in fact " lime concrete." (3) On this to
within 4 inches of floor put down good cement concrete. (4) Render
up the surface with neat cement. (5) Cover with pitch. (6) Lay down
2 inch wood block floor, setting it with hot pitch, which should rise
between the joints to within A inch of the surface. If " Country Sur-
geon" should be in town I could show him the work.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

THE, BRESSA PRIZE.
TIHE Bressa Prize of the Royal Academy of Science, Turin, will be awarded
for the eleventh time in x899. It is of the value of about 400oo, and is
given for the most important scientific work produced during the years

ERRATUM.-In the paragraph in Mr. Percy Dunn's article, published last
week, in which chinosol the new antiseptic, is compared with carbolic
acid, for a " I in I,ooo solution of carbolic acid" read a " i in 20
Qnlitinn."
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