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MEDICINE.

(21) The Effects of Influenza on the
Heart.

BATZ has published an instructive
work on this subject (These de Bordeaux,
I896), in which he describes the cardiac
complications of influenza and cardiac
influenza, there being a distinction be-
tween the two. Under the first heading
are included peri-, endo-, and myocard-
itis; while the second, a term due to
Huchard, includes a much more com-
plicated series of alterations in the
heart's action through its nervous appa-
ratus. The cardiae rhythm is more or
less altered, there being acceleration of
the beats, equalisation of both pauses,
and both sounds come to resemble each
other, a condition towhich the term " em-
bryocardia" has been given. Influenza
would seem to be the disease in which
this is most frequently met with, and its
prognosis is very grave. The pulse very
often becomes irregular in every way; it
is frequently intermittent. There may
be an extreme degree of bradycardia,
the pulsations having been found as low
as I5 or I6 to the minute. On the other
hand a high degree of tachyeardia has
been noted by several observers. Ex-
treme cardiac weakness, followed by
syncope, is another frequent complica-
tion, but the author more particularly
draws attention to influenzal angina,
which bears a marked resemblance to
angina pectoris, with which, indeed, it
is probably identical, being produced
under the same conditions, and accom-
panied by the same symptoms. There
may be the same pain preceded by a
kind of aura and a feeling of constriction
of the chest. The duration of these
sensations is variable, for the most part
lasting some time. The author thinks
that the variability of these cardiac
affections depends on whether the vagi,
the sympathetic, or intracardiac ganglia
are affected, or they may even depend
on a bulbar origin.

(22) The Early Stages of Diabetes.
LOEB (Centralbl. f. inn. Med., November
21st, I896) remarks that really very little
is known about the earliest stages of
diabetes. Usually when definite sym-
ptoms lead to an examination of the
urine, i per cent. sugar or more is found.
Definite information is often given as
to when the thirst, etc., commenced,
butsuch accounts often cannotbe trusted
to fix the commencement of the disease.
The author relates some illustra-
tive cases: (I) A woman, aged 52, with
every appearance of health, complained
of profuse sweating and of thirst begin-
ning 14 days previously. The urine
contained 5.3 per cent. sugar, and the
specific vvravity was 1038. The author
had examined the urine of this patient
2 years previously, when it contained
0.25 per cent. sugar, but it was after-

wards free from sugar for 9 months.
This was an example of the hereditary
form of diabetes. A younger sister wvith
rheumatic pains sent her urine for ex-

amination, when 4 per cent. sugar was
present. An elder sister with diabetes
had died the year before from some in-
tercurrent affection. (2) A girl, aged
25, with bronchial catalrh, began to
suffer from thirst. The urine was found
to contain 7.9 per cent. sugar, although
the thirst was said to have commenced
only 4 weeks previously. The author
had by chance examined this urine 5
months previously, and a trace of sugar
was found, to which no importance was
attached. The case appeared favour-
able, notwithstanding the youth of the
patient. Under dieting the sugar dis-
appeared, and the patient looked well.
(3) A man, aged 57, had traces of sugar
in the urine before diabetic symptoms
appeared, when 4 per cent. sugar was
found. (4) A man, aged 6o, complained
4- years previously of abnormal sensa-
tionsand paraesthesiae in the extremities,
and o.38 per cent. sugar was found in
the urine. The urine was then ex-
amined every 2 to 4 weeks, but remained
usually free from sugar or only with the
slightest trace of it. During an attack
of sciatica, sugar to the extent of I per
cent. was found. Under suitable diet
and when the pain disappeared, sugar
was no longer present. The excretion
of sugar was here controlled by a not
very strict diet. The author concludes
that in a large number of diabetics
sugar is present in the urine for long
periods before large quantities are ex-
creted or definite symptoms arise.
During these periods the patients may
be in excellent health, and so the pre-
sence of the sugar may not be dis-
covered. Some intercurrent disease or
an insurance examination may draw at-
tention to it. Thus the presence of
small quantities of sugar is not a matter
of indifference, but, on the other hand,
it does not always indicate the presence
of diabetes. The author does not agree
with Ebstein that every glycosuria last-
ing over a long time is to be considered
as diabetes, no matter how small the
quantity of sugar may be.

(23) Paralysis of the ilfiar Nerve from
Cyclingc.

DESTOT (Gazz. degli Osped., November
5th, I896), after a long bicycle ride,
suffered from parresthesia of the ring
and little finger, and loss of sensa-
tion to puncture and to touch, as well
as paresis of the interossei, lumbricales,
and adductor muscles. These effects
were due to pressure of the nerve
branches between the handle of the
bicycle and the pisiform bone. The
author believes that the obliquity of
the handle bar was the chief cause; for
this reason he suggests a strictly trans-
verse bar, as the pressure then is
thrown on the deeper and better-pro-
tected parts of the hand.

(24) The Phonendoscope.
B. M. SCHAPOSCHNIKOFF (Rus8kaja
Medizinskaja Gazeta, No. 39, I896) has
used Bianchi's phonendoscope (see

EPITo-rE of the BRITISH MIEDICAL
JOURNAL, December 5th, I896, par.
454) in over ioo cases, including
patients and healthy people, and ar-
rives at the following conclusions:
(i) It is very doubtful whether the-
outline of the internal organs can be
correctly mapped out by its help, as
suggested by Bianchi. (2) The sounds
and murmurs are greatly intensified-
and thus a correct interpretation of the
physical signs is made more difficult. (3)
Further, the phonendoscope by itself
produces a certain number of sounds.
which, especially if a long-continued
examination is required, are very
troublesome.

(25) The Mechanism of Knee-Jerk.
GOTCH (Journal of PhysiologJy, vol. xx, p.
322) has studied the time reactions of
the knee-jerk. He concludes that the
contraction of the vastus internus in re-
sponse to the tendon tap is a single
twitch of the muscle evoked by the
direct mechanical excitation of its fibres.
He obtained no evidence that the direct
muscular excitability is diminished by
circumstances which undoubtedly cause
the above response, to fail. The tendon
tap may cause not only a direct response,
but a reflex discharge from the spinal
cord; and this, although it evokes no
response on the struck side, may evoke
a response on the opposite side, consti-
tuting a true crossed reflex effect. In
the rabbit he found no evidence of the
reflex effect on the struck side, but
thinks it possible that conditions may
be present in other animals and in man
which would diminish the susceptibility
of the vastus to the direct mechanical
stimulation, whilst augmenting the re-
flex discharge from the spinal cord;
under these circumstances a reflex effect
on the struck side might occur. The
discrepancies between different ob-
servers as to the fundamental nature of
the effect (direct or reflex) are, he thinks,
due probably to the augmented influence
of one of these factors and the diminu-
tion of the other.

SURGERY.

(26) Cholelitbiasis Statistics.

HANS KEHR (Arch. f. Chirurgie, I896,.
vol. 53, p. 362) records the results of a
series of 209 laparotomies for gall stones,
(174 different patients). The operationns
varied in extent from simple cholecyst-
ostomies, taking about fifteen minutes,
to troublesome operations on the com-
mon bile duct, taking as long as four
to five hours. Of the I74 patients 23
were men, I 17 were married women who
had borne children, i6 were childless
married women, and i8 were single
women. The majority of patients be-
longed to the working classes, to which
the majority of the inhabitants of
Halberstadt also belong. Out of 127
operations for stones in the gall bladder
and cystic duct, in which it was not.
necessary to remove the gall bladder,
only I patient died (an old man with
pulmonary emphysema and arterio-
sclerosis). Of 21 cholecystectomies
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only i was 'atal. Out of -o chole-
doenotomie:s anict i chloledochotripSy 2

patients died, both of whom were weak

and jaundiced before the operation.
One patient operated on for stone in
th,i hepatic duct died of collapse fol-
lowving the operation. Seventeen cases
(X; recovered) were found at the opera-

tion to be suffering, not from gall
stones, but from other troubles.
Finally, in io cases, besides chole-
lithiasis, some other disease, such as

ctreinoma, surpurative cholan-itis,
cirlhosis, etc., was found to be pre-
s-_nt; some of these cases were tempo-
rArily improved. Of the whole 209
laparotomies 17 were fatal cases (8 per
ceent.). Kehlr has only once seen a

genuine relapse after his operations for
gall stones. In choledochotomy it is
sometimes lhard to be sure of having
YenToved all the stones. In 5 cases

Kehr left stones behind; in 3 of them
he had to repeat the operation, and in
2 he,was able to remove them after-
wards by the reopened wound. Appa-
pareintly only 82 cases of choledochotomiy
have previously been recorded in sur-
-ical literature, and there were 26 deatlhs
-tlhat is, 31 per cent., though perliaps
only 22 per cent. were directly due to
the operation. In the present series of
30 only 2 (6.6 per cent.) proved fatal.

(27) Cancel of the Auiupulla or Vater.
D)UTRAND-FARDEL (Reprint from La Presse
M&dzcale, i896) relates a case of cancer
of Vater's ampulla, which he states to
be the thirteenth recorded. Two forms
at least may be distinguished: that in
whiclh the disease starts from the in-
testinal wi-all; and that in which it takes
origin from the orifice of the pancreatic
duct. The symptoms of these are simi-
lar, comprising intermittent jaundice,
wasting and progressive cachexia, but
in the latter form the jaundice is more
intermittent and the progress slow-er.
The author's own case occurred in a
man aged 5S, whose personal and
family history were without signifi-
cance. His illness began with sudden
jaundice, associated with pale and fatty
stools. He was treated with purgation,
Vichy water, and milk diet. He at-
tempted to resume work in three weeks,
but wvas too weak, and was consequently
taken into lhospital. He was much
wasted, there was marked jaundice, the
liver was much enlarged, and the gall
bladder easily recognisable. The urine
was deeply bile - stained, while the
stools were colourless; there was abso-
lutely no pain and no indication for
operative initerference was recognised.
Four montlhs after the onset the patient
suddenly became much better, the
stools recovered their normal colour,
the jaundice cleared up a little, and the
liver and gall bladder diminished in
size. Thle improvement lasted about a
month, when double pleuro-pneumonia
supervened, with pericarditis and re-
crudescence of all the hepatic sym-
ptoms. Delirium followed, with death
fve months after the commencement of
the jaundice. At the necropsy a tumour
of Vater's ampulla was found of the
size of a cherry stone. It grew from the
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anterior wall of the common bile duct,
wlhich it completely blocked; the pan-
creatic duct was, however, patent-a
condition not previously described in
this affection. The microscopical struc-
ture of the growth was that of a car-
cinoma derived from the epithelium of
thebile duct, and containing no glandular
elements. Durand-Fardel hence agrees
with Rolleston's conclusion that one
variety of cancer in this region may be
regarded as originating from the termi-
nation of the common bile duct.

(28) Obstetrical Keratitis.

DULJARDIN points out (Journ. des Sc.
Med. de Lille, November 28th, I896)
that ocular lesions due to obstetrical in-
terference are uncommon, and relates a
case of keratitis in the newborn which
seems to have resulted from a prolonged
application of the forceps. The left eye
alone was affected, and its appearance
suggested a purulent ophthalmia; but
the eyelids were more markedly swollen
than is the case in commencing ophthal-
mia, and there was scarcely any dis-
charge. On separating the eyelids it
was seen that practically the whole
cornea was cloudy, and there was in-
tense conjunctival hyperremia. The
treatment consisted in the application
of ice, atropine, and boric lotions. A
similar case was reported by Wecker,
due also to compression by forceps, but
in it the pupil could not be recognised,
whilst in Dujardin's instance it could
be seen by looking obliquely. It is,
therefore, important to remember that
ocular lesions at birth are not invari-
ably of a gonorrhecal nature ; and in such
cases as these referred to the treatment
with an eye salve of nitrate of silver
(under the supposition that it was puru-
lent ophthalmia) might have disastrous
effects upon the keratitis.

(29) Castration for Prostatic Hypertroplhy.
G. GABRIELSEN (Norsk Mag. f. D-egevi-
densk., October, 1896) records the case
of a man, 72 years old, who had suffered
for 24 years from dysuria and urinary
incontinence(three orfourtimes llourly).
Bilateral castration was practised; at
the end of three weeks the dysuria
had disappeared; after an interval of
five months the prostatic hypertrophy
was greatly lessened, and urination
occurred only twice or thrice a night.

(30) Disease of 'tlhe Bones, Articulations.

and Ligaments in Imifiuenza.

FRANKE (Arch. klin. Chir., I9, iii, 1895)
has seen a certain number of cases of
these affections as the result of influ-
enza. Bone disease was the most fre-
quent, affection of the articulation alone
very rare. As regards ligaments, the
plantar fascia was affected in 5 cases,
with a painful inflammatory thickening
chiefly on the internal aspect. The
author observed only 2 cases of articular
disease; the course of the disease was
subacute in each case, and complete
recovery occurred. In the bones, peri-
ostitis or osteo-periostitis of subacute
character, without pus or the formation
of sequestra, was the usual type. Con-
siderable and disproportionate constitu-

tional disturbance followed the appear-
ance of this periostitis. On the whole,
the prognosis is good. Soft nodes were
occasionally observed.

MIDWIFERY AND DISEASES OF
WOMEN.

(31) Jse of the fterine Stem.

PIcHEvIN (Bull. et MJinoires de la

SociWtS Obstet. et Gynec. de Paris, No. I I,
I896) holds that Lefour and other con-
temporary authorities have rehabilitated
the stem. The ill effects once so often
seen were due to ignorance of gyn2ec-
ology, carelessness, and absence of anti-
septic precautions. The stem is neces-
sary in cases of contraction of the uterus
after cauterisation, as is so often seen
when Dumontpallier's method has been
used. lt is also allowable in stenosis in
neglected cases of amputation of the
cervix. The stem is specially useful in
cases of amenorrhcea and sterility, where
the os internum is tender and contracted,
and the body of the uterus sharply ante-
flexed. But it should never be used for
similar symptoms when thc canal is
normal, or when there is pelvic cellul-
itis or perimetritis as well as metritis.

(32) Galvano-Caustlc Treatinent in

(4neecology.
S. FREDERICQ (Belgique MEd., No. 51,
December 17th, I896) reports his experi-
ence of electricity in- gyniecological
practice. He is of opinion that it is
truly useful only in cases of uterine fibro-
myomata, and possibly also in instances
of uterine atony, and that in all other
affections of the genital organs it is
either harmful or so inferior to other
modes of treatment that it is useless to
try it. Thus it is distinctly contra-
indicated in sarcomatous and other
malignant tumours of the ovary, and in
all gynecological troubles associated
with chronic enteritis and marked hys-
teria. It is of no value in uterine dis-
placements, ovarian prolapse, and in-
flammation of the uterine appendages,
while in endometritis it is inferior to
curettage. In uterine fibro-myomata,
however, it is admirable as a means of
stopping hbemorrhage and relieving
pain, and sometimes its employment
makes surgical intervention possible
when it was not so previously.

(33) Curettage for Hwmmorrhaglc Metritis

in the Virgin.
BLANC points out (Loire M6d., No. I2,
December 15th, I896) that until recently
purely medicinal and often inefficacious
means have been used in the treatment
of virginal metritis. He reports three
cases in which curettage was employed
for this affection with complete suc-
cess, and a fourth in which permis-
sion for operation was refused by
the patient's parents, and death
followed. In the first two cases, aged
I6 and I5 years respectively, the
curette brought away large masses
of whitish fungosities, of a firmer
consistence than is usually met with
in the scrapings of haemorrhagic
metritis in married women; the uterus
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was afterwards packed with iodoform
gauze. In the third patient, a girl of 14
years, the haemorrhage began at the
third menstrual epoch, and was con-
tinuous; in this instance the curette
removed greyish-white fungosities, of a
softer consistence than in the foregoing
cases.

434) Hysterla Sinulating Eclampsia in
Preg-nancy.

BESCARLET 'L' Obst trique, November
15th, I896) reported at the Geneva Con-
gress the case of a pregnant woman who
caught cold and inflammation of the
kidney ensued. The foetus died, and
several convulsive attacks followed.
Bascarlet maintained that they were
purely hysterical. The chief positive
evidence was their punctual recurrence
-at a certain time for several nights in
succession. They differed from even
mild eclampsia by the absence of
vomiting, coma, deranged vision, and
facial convulsions.

(35) Oraarlan Abscess after Delivery.
BIOSE ('erl. klin. Woch., No. 52, 1896)
relates that a woman after confinement,
had high emperature, which subsided,
but the severe pain which accompanied
it continued till, at the end of three
months, then he operated. 13oth ap-
pendages were removed. The right
ovary was converted into an abscess
larger than a walnut, the left contained
a smaller amount of pus. The left tube
was also suppurating. The temperature
had been normal just before the opera-
tion. Recovery was rapid.

(36) Krawrosis Vulvae.
CEEMPIN (Berl. klln. Woch., No. 52, 1896)
recently exhibited at a Society diseased
structures excised from two cases of
typical kraurosis where there was the
usual intolerable itching with corre-
sponding stenosis of the vulva. The
first patient was single, and aged 23.
Vn careful search an incipient epitheli-
omatous growth, as big as a bean,
,was detected and excised with three
quarters of the vulva. The growth lay
en the left of the clitoris. The second
patient was aged 31. The kraurotic
'tissues, Czempin states, were excised.
In both cases the wounds caused by the
excision were united by a continuous
catgut suture, and healed by first inten-
tion. It is not reported whether, as
the above cases would imply, Czempin
;applies the term "kraurosis " both to
purely symptomatic itching as in the
'first instance where there was cancer,
and to a primary condition where itch-
ing is the earliest and most essential
feature.

.43T) Gyniecological Treatment of Rheumat-
ism and Gout.

L. M. Bossi (Arch. di Ostet. e Ginec.,
No. io, October, I896) records three
-cases illustrating the influence which
the female genital organs have over the
'interchange of materials in the organ-
ism. The most noteworthy of these was
za patient aged 46 who had suffered since
the age of 31 from painful menorrhagia
with intestinal and urinary disturb-

ances. Nine years ago she had an
attack of articularrheu-natism, and now
at each menstrual period she had gouty
manifestations in the joints with scanty
high-coloured urine, dyspepsia, etc.
She was very ansemic, and all the small
joints were swollen and deformed. The
uterus was enlarged and prolapsed, and
a scraping from the interior suggested
sarcoma. The uterus and ovaries were
removed by hysterectomy, and imme-
diately the joint condition began to im-
prove, and the quantity of urine and of
urea during the succeeding month was

more than quadrupled. The patient
also gained nearly a stone in weight,
and traces of tophi were no longer to be
found in the joints. In another case
vaginal hysterectomy for fibroma of the
fundus uteri led to a notable increase in
the amount of urine and in its urea and
to the disappearance of the articular
pains. In yet a third patient rheumatic
symptoms disappeared after the curet-
tage of the uterus for endometritis
hyperplastica. These observations the
author advances simply as a preliminary
note, but think. that taken along with
the recent researches of Curatulo and
Tarulli and the results of castration for
osteomalacia they demonstrate the in-
fluence exercised by the genital organs
over the body metabolism.

THERAPEUTICS.

(38) Chilnosol.
BONNEMA (Therap. Monats., December,
1896) says that chinosol combines large
antiseptic properties with a relatively
small power of doing harm. The
author's experiments show that it is
a protoplasmic poison ; i per cent.
solution arrested the movements of
amcebae almost instantaneously, and
I per cent. solution in i1 hour. Chin-
osol also hinders in a marked degree
the decomposition of meat, and is even
here superior to corrosive sublimate.
It -hecks both alcoholic and lactic acid
fermentation. It hinders the conver-
sion of albuminous bodies into pep-
tones, and it has a deterrent action on
the coagulation of albumen. The author
has also investigated the action of
chinosol on bacteria. To solutions of
chinosol (i in 200, 500, I,ooo) a pure
cultivation of staphylococcus was added
until the solution became slightly
turbid. Agar plates were then inocu-
lated with small quantities of these solu-
tions. These experiments proved that
chinosol in I to 2 per cent. solution did
not kill this coccus in twenty-five,
forty-five, or fifty minutes. Nor yet
did solutions of 21 to 3 per cent. in
twelve minutes; but of 4 experiments
with chinosol in 4 per cent. solution 2
only showed growth. A 5 per cent.
solution killed the micro-organism.
Chinosol hinders the development of
the staphylococcus in a solution of x in
40,ooo. A mixture of 2 c.cm. chinosol
(i in 2,000) with 38 c.cm. bouillon was
inoculated with a pure culture of the
staphylococcus and kept at 370 C. for
several days ; it remained sterile,
whereas 40 c.cm.-of bouillon inochlated

in the same way became turbid in
twenty-four hours. Sublimate in similar
solution produced the same result. The
author has also made experiments on
frogs and rabbits, In frogs chinosol
showed itself to be a central poison. In
one experiment a rabbit weighing
2,500 g. was given i g. chinosol by the
mouth, and in I hour a further 2 g.
without any bad effect.

(39) Serutintherapy in Pneumonia.

DE RENZI (Supplemw. al Policlinico, Oc-
tober 31 St, 1896), at the recent Medical
Congress in Rome, related his experience
of serumtherapy in pneumonia. During
the year I894-95, 7 cases of pneumonia
were admitted into hospital; 2 of these
were treated with serum in addition to
the routine alcoholic treatment; all the
cases recovered. In I895-96, 27 cases
were admitted: of these, 13 were treated
without serum and 3 died, that is, 23
per cent; of the other 14 treated with
serum 2 died, that is, 14 per cent. In
these 2 fatal cases i was moribund when
admitted, and the others had arterial and
renal lesions sufficient to cause death
apart from pneumonia. It should also
be said that the recent epidemic of pneu-
monia in Naples has been of a very
severe type. After the injections the
temperature usually d.ropped 10 to 30,
and there was a corresponding increase
of general strength. The serum was
well borne, and never -gave rise to any
bad symptoms.

(40) Should the Internal Use of Atropine
be Discontinued ?

Lu PINE (Sem. MMd., November 25th,
I896) calls attention to the fact that
more deaths have followed medicinal
doses of atropine than of any other drug.
If possible, therefore, other drugs should
be substituted for it. Atropine has been
used in the following diseases: (i) Neur-
algia and other painful affections. Con-
sidering the large number of analgesics
available, it should be used in the pre-
sent day in exceptional cases only for
example in angina pectoris. (2) Whoop-
ing-cough and asthma. If the cases are
severe and have resisted all other treat-
ment, atropine may be tried. The same
applies to (3) epilepsy. (4) It is very
doubtful whether it is of any use in hys-
teria, paralysis agitans, and other
tremors. (5) Chronic constipation. As
there are plenty of substitutes, its use
should be discontinued. (6) Lead colic.
In this the subcutaneous use of atropine
has more disadvantages than advan-
tages. (7) Nocturnal enuresis. Great
caution is necessary, since large doses
are required as a rule. (8) As a cardiac
tonic, and in those cases of permanent
bradyeardia which often end in epilepsy,
atropine has been tried without much
success in the latter cases, possibly be-
cause a slow pulse does not always
correspond to a slowly acting heart.
According to Dehio it may benefit slight
cases of cardiac irregularity, but is with-
out effect in severe. (g) In night sweats
it acts well, but although small doses
tend to prevent collapse, which is com-
mon in phthisical patients, larger ones
increase the liability to it. To begin
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with a dose of ,g3 gr. is unjustifiable in
advanced cases of phthisis. (io) In
chronic hypersecretion of HCl by the
gastric mucosa several observers have
found that atropine diminished the
secretion, but others deny this. How-
ever, considering the bad effects of this
hypersecretion on the gastric mucosa,
in the present state of our knowledge
atropine must still be tried. (ii) Some
obseivers state that atropine, given
hypodermically, arrests heemorrhage
(hamoptysis, etc.) by its action on the
arterioles. (12) The injection of atro-
pine before the administration of chloro-
form to prevent syncope has been given
up by surgeons. (13) It has been recom-
mended as an antidote to barium salts,
hydrocyanic acid, nicotine, pilocarpin,
veratrin, and muscarin poisoning. (14)
The question of its use as an antidote to
opium is left by the author for a further
communication.

(41) Vrea as a Diuretic.
BETTAIANN, of Erb's clinic (BerZ. kZin.
Woch., December 7th, 1896), relates the
results of this treatment in I2 cases-3
of hepatic cirrhosis with much ascites, 4
of one-sided serous pleurisy, 5 of dropsy
of several serous cavities. In no case
was there any marked beneficial effect.
The increase in the secretion of urine
was never very considerable. In I case
tapping washad recourse to five days after
the commencement of the treatment.
The fluid reaccumulated after the tap-
ping, notwithstanding the administra-
tion of urea. In another case the com-
bination of tapping with the urea treat-
ment seemed to have a decidedly favour-
able effect. An examination of the
tables shows that an increased diuresis
during a lengthened use of urea occurred
in only 3 cases; but here an improve-
ment would have been expected without
any diuretics. In no case was there
any evidence of renal disease. Urea had
not shown itself in these cases to be
either a rapid or powerful diuretic, but
the number of cases was small. No un-
pleasant effect followed the administra-
tion. A slightdiarrhceaoccasionallyob-
served was beneficial. It is desirable to
investigatewhetherthe effects of tapping
can be increased by the use of urea.

(42) Oil of Cade Collodion.
AT the recent Congress of the Societe
FranDaise de Dermatologie et de Syphi-
ligraphie (Mgd. Mod., I896), G.
Gaucher stated that acetone collo-
dion having been used as an exci-
pient of certain substances employed
as local remedies in skin affections, it
occurred to him to 'associate oil of cade
with it. He finds that this preparation
is free from most of the drawbacks of
oil of cade. It enables one to apply the
remedy exclusively to affected points,
and to keep it in position; it does not
stain linen, and the odour of the acetone
to some extent disguises that of the oil
of cade. He has used the preparation
successfully in psoriasis, lichenoid ec-

zema, simple chronic lichen, nummular
eczema, seborrhoeic eczema, and lichen
planus. It appears to him to cure
patches of psoriasis in the same time as
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chrysophanic traumaticin, without the
drawbacks of that preparation. He re-
commends that only pure oil of cade
from juniper and pure acetone free from
water be used; if these conditions are
not fulfilled the preparation is either
too fluid or too thick, and it does not
adhere satisfactorily.

(43) Mlagnan's Symptom in Cocaine
Poisoninig.

RYBAKOFF, at the Moscow Neurological
Society (Miinch. med Woch., p. 1175,
I896), insisted on the diagnostic value of
Magnan's symptom in chronic intoxica-
tion of cocaine. It is an hallucination of
sensation consisting in a feeling as of
foreign bodies, grains of sand, crystals,
worms, or microbes below the skin.
Korsakoff mentioned a case in which
this symptom was present, and was
found to be due to the use of vaginal
tampons containing cocaine, on the dis-
continuance of which it ceased.

(44) The Treatment of 4Edema.
ROTMANN (Deut. med. Woch., I896, Nos.
48 and 49) first refers to the various
methods of treating cedema by incision,
puncture, including Southey's trocars,
etc. He has used cannulie from IO.5 to
ii cm. long. and from I.50 to 1.75 c.m in
diameter. The skin was always tho-
roughly cleaned, and the instruments,
together with tubing, previously boiled
in soda solution. The places chosen for
the insertion of the cannula were those
in which the cedema was more recent,
and the skin and subcutaneous tissues
were not hardened by inflammatory
changes. It is well to apply boracic
ointment round about the puncture, so
that if any fluid escapes to one side of
the trocar, it will not irritate the skin.
If the flow of fluid stops, it is mostly
due to a clot in the cannula or tube.
Usually a cannula was placed in either
leg and left for twenty-four or more
recently thirty-six hours. An absorbent
aseptic dressing with moderate pressure
is afterwards applied. The wound can
be closed if desired with collodion. The
author has never seen any unpleasant
result follow upon the drainage "hen
practised in this way. Details are then
given of 9 cases among which 6 were
examples of renal disease, 2 being acute
and the rest chronic. In 7 cases, abund-
ant fluid was thus drained away. In I
case the amount was only moderate,
and in the remaining one there was
hardlyany. Perhaps in this last case
it might have been well to make in-
cisions. The cases of acute nephritis
recovered completely. In 3 other cases
the good results obtained persisted for
a long time. If the drainage does
nothing else, it often considerably re-
lieves the patients. In all the cases
the ordinary treatment by drugs, etc.,
had been tried first.

PATHOLOGY.

(45) Catgut Suppuration.
POPPER (DeUt. med. Woch., No. 48, I896)
has made experiments, not as previous
investigators by infecting catgut with
pure or mixed cultures of bacteria, and

examinations after disinfection by
various methods, but by investigation of
some catgut that was the cause of various
accidents in the Giessen Clinic. The
material after treatment with ether was
submitted for days to watery solutions
of sublimate and carbolic acid, but in
vain; in spite of the most rigid anti-
sepsis every stitch hole suppurated,
other methods were tried, including dry
heat, but even disinfection in a current
of steam did not prevent this catgut
from causing suppuration in animals.
The ordinary pyogenic germs are killed
with the greatest certainty by the more
powerful antiseptics, and sublimate
catgut, even as obtained from the
manufacturers, has invariably proved
sterile, and though a bacillus of extra-
ordinary resistance has been found in
raw catgut, this bacillus is in no sense
pathogenic, and the idea that it creates
a favourable medium for pathogenic
germs, Popper considers an unfounded
hypothesis. When a small piece of the.
catgut was placed below the skin or in
the peritoneal cavity of a rabbit it was
found that after three or four days a
small focus of suppuration had. formed
round it, just as in the operation cases;
the pus was greyish white, tenacious,
and slimy, and, under the microscope,
consisted of detritus and isolated pus
corpuscles. No bacteria were ever
visible, and every attempt at culture
(gelatine, agar, blood serum) was nega-
tive. Popper, therefore, concludes that
the suppuration was not due to bac-
teria, but to some chemical matter. The
innocent nature of the suppurations
agrees with this view; there was no,
phlegmonous extension-no diffuse
peritonitis-but the purulent focus,. in
which the catgut might remain un-
absorbed for months, was completely
encapsuled. It is known that many of
the metabolic products of bacteria (pro-
teins) may cause suppuration chemic-
ally. In this case toxalbumens can be
excluded as they are rendered harmless
by heat (I400 F.). What the chemical
matter may be it is impossible at
present to say; perhaps some product
of decomposition during the manufac-
ture of the raw catgut. Experience
both in men and animals shows that
no serious intoxication is to be feared
from the use of even large quantities of
such catgut; the suppuration is always
of an innocent character, and has no
tendency, like bacterial processes, to
become diffuse. As no means are known
of depriving it of this suppurative agent
it should be tested by experiments on
animals or by use in superficial sutures
in suitable operation cases, and when-
ever absolute reliability of sutures and
ligatures is desired-and therefore in all
peritoneal operations-it is better to
depend upon silk. Phlegmonous in-
flammation after operation can no
longer be attributed to the use of cat-
gut, but must be admitted to be an
accident due to bacteria, and as care-
fully prepared sublimate catgut has in-
variably been found free from germs, it
is not desirable to substitute any more
elaborate process for disinfection by
ether sublimate and alcohol.
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