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An amendment to leave out all the words after " Committee"
was lost, receiving only three votes.
Ethical Committee.-On the recommendation of the Council,

it was decided to form an ethical committee, and the Council
was appointed the committee for the present session to frame
rules for consideration at the next annual meeting.
Medical Aid Societies.-The question of medical aid societies,

introduced by Mr. W. H. FOLKER, was referred to the Council
for consideration and report.

Specimens and Cases.-Dr. EDGE showed a specimen of
Myomatous Uterus successfully removed by Vaginal
Hysterectomy with Morcellement after Dr. Doyen's method.
-Mr. VINCENT JACKSON exhibited: i. A man, aged 48, who had
recently undergone Amputation of the Right Arm at the
Shoulder-joint lor Sarcoma of the Head of the Humerus.
Three years previously Mr. Jackson had removed the right
superior maxilla for the same disease. 2. A man, aged 6o,
who, six weeks previously, had the lower third of the Rectum
excised for Epithelial Carcinoma. The growth occupied
mainly the right side and the floor of the bowel. After the
growth had been cut away, the mucous membrane from above
was pulled down and attached to the anal margin by several
silk sutures. Permanent union occurred, and there was now
complete comfort and no incontinence of feees. 3. A Uterine
Fibroid removed per vaginam from an unmarried woman aged
25. It weighed five ounces, and measured longitudinally
I I inches, and transversely 74 inches. The important feature
of the case was that all the usual symptoms of a uterine
submucous and interstitial fibroid were absent, dysmenor-
rhzea of three years' duration being the only symptom, and
its severity caused surgical relief to be requested. Recovery
was easy.
Paper.-Dr. MALET read Notes on Two Cases of Evanescent

Abdominal Tumour.

CORRESPONDENCE,
ARAIY MEDICAL EXAMINATIONS.

SIR,-It lhas been bruited abroad in professional circles in
Dublin that an effort is being made to induce young surgeons
to offer tlhemselves for the Army Medical Service at tlle next
examination. That this is not an idle rumour seems to be
shown by the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of Saturday.
In the fear rather than the belief that this may be true,

will you allow us who have been for the greater part of our
lives engaged in medical education, and who have the in-
terest of the Irish schools at heart, to utter a word of advice
and warning to our young professional brethren, and beg them
most earnestly to pause before taking a step so fatal to the in-
terests of those who form the Medical Staff of the army, and
of those who desire to join it.

It requires no demonstration to show what is well recog-
nised among those engaged in the pursuit of medicine, that
serious grievances exist which affect the comfort, prosperity,
and status of military medical officers. This has become so
evident that at the last examination a sufficient number of
qualified candidates could not be obtained to fill existing
vacancies. It is said that under this stress the military
authorities are eonsidering the issue of a warrant which
would remedy the grievances complained of. This belief
seems to be endorsed by a common-sense view of the neces-
sities of tlhe. situation. From all the past treatment of the
MIedical Department of the army it seems probable that if
candidates now come forward in sufficient numbers to fill
existing vacancies, redress will be postponed, perhaps in-
definitely.

WNre trust that in their own final interests, as well as in those
of the commonwealth of Medicine, and of the gentlemen at
present engaged in the Military Medical Department, young
surgeons who ambition service in the- army will hold back
until some definite statement has been made by the War
Office as to the course which is to be pursued. English and
Scottish eandidates are standing aloof, and it is to be trusted
that thlose from Ireland will not desert them. Let it be also
remembered that gentlemen already serving in the army can
only be benefited by action taken from without, as the inex-

orable rules of the service silence their voices about their
own ill-treatment.
Candidates who offer themselves under existing circum-

stances can only do so as a result of ignorance, or want of
loyalty to their brethren. For the latter condition there is no
antidote. For the relief of the former we venture to trouble
you with this letter. If it be t-rue that individual effort is
being directed in the manner that is feared, it is not necessary
to characterise the want of judgment, or worse, that prompts
it. Nor would it be of much use to ask those who may be
influenced by it to open eyes that are so blind as not to see
without help the interests of their fellows and themselves.
That it is incumbent on Dublin men to take a responsible

part in any course that may be pursued to exact considerate
treatment of their medical officers by the army authorities,
and that they lhave a right to speak with a loud voice will be
conceded when it is remembered that of about 2,620 gentle-
men who compose the Military and Naval Medical Services
of the Crown on both full and retired pay, 844 hold Dublin
degrees and diplomas.

It is to be earnestly hoped that at a critical moment like
the present, when redress for the grievances and troubles of
many men for many years seems at hand, no want of united
or thoughtful action may prevent it; and that our alumni may
be true to each other and to themselves, and may be guided,
so far as their duty to the State allows, by no considerations
save those legitimate ones broadly affecting the medical pro-
fession.-We are, etc.,

THORNLEY STOKER.
D. J. CUNNINGHAM.
CHAS. B. BALL.

Dublin, June gth. AMiBROSE BIRMINGHAM.

SIR, In tlle article lheaded "The Army MIedical Service
and the AWar Office," wlhich appeared in the BRIrISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of June 6th, it is stated that not altogether unl-
founded rumours are current that certain teachers in tlle
Dublin schools are trying to bargain with the War Office, in
reference to examinerships, in such a manner as to hinder
the promulgation of the new warrant.
As a large proportion of the medical officers in the army

were formerly pupils of mine, I naturally take a personal in-
terest in their welfare, and have done all in my power, since
the meeting of the Britislh Medical Association in Dublin,
when their grievances were first brouglht forward, to uphold
their just demands.

I have therefore made inquiries as to the rumours referred
to, and am happy to say, for the honour of the profession in
Irelaild, that 1 have been unable to find any evidence of such
an arTangement being in existence, and that the Dublin stu-
dents are not implicated is evinced by the fact that I cannot
learn of a single candidate being prepared in Dublin for the
coming examiniation. It is, however, rumoured in Dublin
that a number of a certain class of candidates who would not
be likely to obtain commissions under the ordinary circum-
stances are being " coached " in London, but as to the founda-
tion for this I am unable to express an opinion.
In conclusionl, I beg to state that I do not believe that the

dearth of Irish candidates at the recent examinations for the
service has anything to do with the abseiice of Irish ex-
aminers from tlle board, but is entirely due to their know-
ledge of the impossibility of serving with self respect under
the regulations as they exist at present, and I feel it would
indeed be a calamity, to the service, the profession, and the
public should niot a liberal warrant be brought out at an
early date.--I am, etc.,
Dublin, Juine gtlh. FRANCIS T. HEUTSTON, MI.D., F.R.C.S.I.

THE CASE OF DR. LION-EL SMITH: A LETTER OF
THANKS.

Sir,-Will you allow me through the columns of the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL to thank those gentlemen who so kindly
came forward to assist me out of the difficulties in which I
was placed by the action of the West Australian Government.
I have now reached my new home, and I hope to make a new
anid successful start in life, which, but for the generous aid
accorded me, I would have been unable to accomplish.- I
am, etc.,

H. LIONEL SMIITH.
N'Qutu, Zululand, South Africa, May iith.
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