
1102 MNTrCLL JOUftrnA SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION IN GUERNSEY. MAY 2, 1896

OBSTETRIC HOSPITALS AND TREATMENT BY
MIDWIVES.

THE DEADLOCK AT THE LIyERPOOL LYING-IN HOSPITAL.
THE difference which has arisen between the Board of
Management and the medical staff of the Liverpool Lying-in
Hospital seems to be as far as ever from a satisfactory settle-
ment, in spite of the rapprochement related in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of April 25th. It was there stated that the
Board had invited the members of the late medical staff to
submit to re-election, and that the latter had replied that
they would only consent to do so on the understanding that
the medical officer on duty was responsible for all the cases
in the hospital. To this communication Dr. J. E. Gemmell,
the Honorary Secretary of the Medical Board, has received
the following reply:

April 21St.
DEAR SIR,-The letter of certain members of the late medical staff to me,

dated April x7th, with another similar one from Dr. Armstrong, dated
April 20th, were brought by me under the consideration of the Board of
Management at their meeting to-day, and I was instructed to say, in
reply, that the Board do not see their way to relieving the matron-mid-
wifeof herfullresponsibility for all normal cases; and further, that
they have the greatestconfldence in her capability to judge whether
cases are normal or not. They have always welcomed with pleasure the
general supervision of the hospital work by the honorary hospital medi-
cal officer on the rota in all matters medical-a supervision which was
fully acknowledged at the recent meeting of subscribers.
As the above are the lines on which the hospital has beeni carried on

for the past eleven years with the greatest success the Board trust that
the medical staff will see no obstacle to accepting their invitation to
resume their duties on those lines as soon as possible, inasmuch as a
class of pupils awaits instruction, which cannot be any longer delayed.
The Board agree without hesitation to the suggestion of the late staff as

to the appointment of a deputy representative from the hospital medical
staff to attend the Board meetings in the absence of the ordinary repre-
sentative.-Yours faithfully, WILLM. BARTLETT, President.

This communication having been duly considered by the
members of the medical staff, the following reply was sent:

To the President of the Ladies' Charityand Lying-in Hospital.
April 24th, I896.

DEAR SIR,-In answer to your letter dated April 2Ist, the medical staff
feel that they cannot accept the position suggested by the Board of
Management. The medical staff maintain that they must have free access
to the wards and patients at any time without the intervention of the
matron-midwife. They do not desire to interfere with the duties of the
matron, in whom they have complete confidence, but it must be distinctly
understood that she is acting under the direction of the medical officer,
who is the head of the department and responsible for the patients.
As the Board of Management does not agree to this the medical staff

must definitely refuse to offer themselves for re-election to the charity,
seeing that they will not share the responsibility for the patients' lives
with a midwife, over whom it is proposed they shall not have full control.

(Signed)
C. B. WILSON. ELL. MORGAN.
J. H. FINEGAN. W. CARTHEW DAVEY.
HENRY BRIGGS. J. E. NEVINS.
GLYNN WIIITTLE. S. A. LUCAS.
T. B. GRIMSDALE. J. DAVIES.
J. E. GEMmELL. A. STOOKES.
T. D. LEIGH. A. WALLACE.
G. WESTBY.

[A copy of the above was sent to Dr. Armstrong,who is awayfroi
home.]
This letter shows that the medical staff will accept no com-

promise as regards the fundamental principle for which they
have all along been contending. The principle is of far more
than local interest, as it affects the position of medical staffs
throughout the country.
The last letter from the medical staff is clearly of the

nature of an -ultimatum, and the action of the Board of
Management upon it is awaited with much interest. Three
possible courses of action are open to it-either to concede
the point insisted on by the staff to endeavour to obtain the
services of another staff; or to endeavour to carry on the in-
stitution without a medical staff at all. It is in the highest
degree :doubtful whether any medical men could be found
willing to accept the office under the conditions laid down by
the Board, and it is manifestly impossible to conduct either
the charity or the school for midwives without the co-opera-
tion of qualified medical practitioners.

It is rumoured that in view of the circumstances pointed
out in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of April i8th, the
propriety of continuing the grant from the Hospital Sunday
and Saturday Fund will be raised at the next meeting of the
committee of that Fund.

BRITISH BALNEOLOGICAL AND CLIMATOLOGICAL,
SOCIETY.

A MEETING. of this Society was held on April i5th, Dr. HENRV
LEWIS (Folkestone), President, in the chair. Nine new mem-
bers were elected.

Dr. FORTESCuIE Fox read a paper on Articular Gout and its
Treatment by Natural Sulphur Waters. In his experience at
Strathpeffer Spa both the acquired and the hereditary forms
of gout were favourably influenced by courses of sulphuretted
waters, but he strongly deprecated routine treatment or fixed
"cures," which generally ended in disaster. Gout in women
was nearly always hereditary, the climacteric period unmask-
ing the tendency, unless it had already been manifestedc.
Gout in younger women was sometimes met with in the
articulations as recurrent attacks of synovitis in knee or
shoulder, and might simulate " rheumatoid" arthritis.
Arthritis in the author's view was a term that should be
reserved for degenerative diseases of the joints. In this sense
there was a form of gouty arthritis met with in later life in
which one or more joints (shoulder, knee, or thumb) became
affected with degeneration as a result of slight injury. This
form of "local arthritis" must be carefully distinguished;
from the generalised disease.
Dr. EDWARD GILBERT (Tunbridge Wells) said his experience'

was strongly confirmatory of Dr. Fox's as to a very large pro-
portion of those who had suffered acute gout having at some
time had acute rheumatism. In some cases, especially in'
women, gout was associated with serious disorders of the
nervous system, especially asthma and neuralgia, both in the
individual and in the family.
Dr. WALTER BLAKER (Bognor) who was himself the subject

of acquired and hereditary gout, had derived much benefit for
the gouty joint from the waters of Llangammarch, in Wales,
and Buxton.
Dr. OLIVER (Harrogate) thought he had observed some

signs of change of type in recent years towards the asthenie
and neurotic manifestations of gout, particularly in women,
and especially since influenza began to prevail seven years-
ago. The attacks of gout occurring during spa! treatment
had, in his experience, become much less frequent since the
warm immersion bath had been largely replaced by douche
and spray baths combined with vibratory massage, and he
believed a course of hot baths to be a powerful means of
bringing on acute attacks. No uniformly restricted systeni
of diet should be strictly adhered to if it impoverished the
blood or the nerve centres. Uric acid played a considerable
part in the disease, but there was some other unknown
factor which probably governed or modified the disease.
After some remarks by Dr. MORGAN DOCKRELL, Dr. ALEXAN-

DER HAIG said that he believed that inheritance in gout was
often merely the inheritance of the money necessary to buy
meat and wine. He agreed about the use of vegetarian diet-
in average cases, but in asthenic cases he would not be too,
strict about diet.
The debate was continued by Drs. G. H. WARD-HUMPHRF.YS

(Cheltenham), FERGUTSSON (Great Malvern), the PRESIDENT;
CUFFE (Woodhall Spa), and HYDE (Buxton):; and Dr. FOR-
TESCUE Fox replied.
The discussion on the necessity of procuring increased rail-

way facilities to the British health resorts was postponed to.
the next meeting, May 20th.

SMALL-POX AND VACCINATION IN GUERNSEY,
1894-95.

WE are indebted to Dr. E. Laurie Robinson, of Guernsey, for
the following notes of an epidemic which occurred in that
island in 1894-95:
Guernsey had been peculiarly free from small-pox for some

time, there not having been an epidemic of this disease for
about 17 years. The late epidemic began early in December,
I894, and the last case notified to the authorities appeared oni
February 17th, 1895. The disease was evidently imported from
St. Malo, where a severe epidemic was raging at the time
by French people, as the first cases occurring in the island
were found amongst some women of that nationality, living
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