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payers will uphold them. Such a course is always true
economy in the end.

MAGHERAFELT.
WE have before us a letter to the Coleraine Constitution commenting dn
our Commissioner's report on this workhouse infirmary. The writer of
this letter, whilst endeavouring to make a good case for the workhouse,
has unconsciously endorsed the most serious charges made in ourreport,
and she has been trying to divert the attention of our critics by drawing
the proverbial red herring across the trail. This correspondent
emphasises the cleanliness of the infirmary, and says that it is "c ruel
and untrue for any interviewer to come over and call out ' dirty Irish
people! "' If the report is referred to, it will be seen that our Commis-
sioner (not " interviewer") has made no comment on the cleanliness of
the infirmary. The criticism refers to the " harrow" beds and bedding;
the make and style are remarked on, not the cleanliness. The letter
endorses our report on the serious nature of the cases in the infirmary,
but it does not touch on the fact of there being one nurse for 57 patients
and no night nurse. This ratepayer quarrels with us for suggesting more
economical fireplaces instead of the existing ones, which lose half the
heat up the chimney, and ' long may it be before any modern economical
grate deprives the aged poor of their greatest comfort-a good blazing
fire." Evidently the writer of this letter has gone about with her head in
a bag. In the lunatic wards this correspondent emphasises our report
" the lunatic ward must be a painful place." We are urging that it need
not be a painful place, and that it is so is the result of bad management;
the only crumb of comfort the writer of the letter finds is in " the cleanli-
ness of the cells and the good fires;" we wish to see the cells done away
with and the inmates treated like human beings. Then there is special
pleafinh for the fever hospital, but when we turn to our report
we find hat is the one place for which our Commissioner has a word of
praise. The nursery and the kitchen are practically left where our Com-
missioner found them; but the writer of this letter has evidently been
unable to read in the correct phrase for a printer's error; in our report
the word is " dresser," a usual article of kitchen furniture, not " dresses,"
as Mrs. Ash has it in her letter. Mrs. Ash, following in our footsteps,
makes her recommendation, with which we most cordially agree.

LOUGHREA BOARD ON OUR REPORT.
WE have been favoured with a copy of the Tuam News containing the
report of the meeting of the Board, and the result of the inquiry held by
a Committee of the Board inito the charges made by our Commissioner.
We remark in the first place that a committee of inquiry, appointed by the
Board to pronounce sentence on its own actions, is, to say the least of it,
a very feeble course to take. It is a foregone conclusion that the verdict
is that " the statements made are either grossly exaggerated or absolutely
without foundation." The whole tone of the inquiry is so farcical that it
is beneath contempt; but there are two points on which we would com-
ment. The first refers to the probationary wards. The Committee of
Inquiry says that " the report indirectly hinted at breaches of morality- "
the report states facts which this Committee allows to be true, and there-
fore we are justified in saying that the arrangements sanctioned by the
Board are such that acts of immorality are quite possible; and, moreover,
we say that until the Local Government Board has insisted on distinct
and satisfactory accommodation being made for the two sexes in the pro-
bationary wards the responsibility of whatever may occur rests on its
shoulders. The second point refers to the ambulances, which the master
twice affirms our Commissioner " never saw." Our Commissioner states
that the ambulances were in the yard under the shed, quite evident to
the eyes of anyone accustomed to see the machinery andL equipment of
hospltals. As justifying our remark that the whole:inquiry is a farce,
we quote from the report on the inspection of the nursery: "The
guardians on entering found all the inmates perfectly pleased with their
situation and treatment." We hear that the inspector last October made
a report on the coiidition of the house in even stronger terms than that
printed in the columns of this JOURNAL, the result of which was that the
master, matron, and schoolmistress were dismissed ; as our Commissioner
visited in the month of July, the rest may be inferred.

ROYAIL COLLEGE OF PHYSICIANS.
TEACHING AND EXAMINATIONS IN PHARMACOLOGY.

AN extraordinary Comitia of the College was held on
Thursday, February 13th, Sir J. RUSSELL REYNOLDS, Bart.,
President, in the chair.
The reply of Her Majesty the Queen and Her Royal

Highness the Princess Henry of Battenberg to the vote of
condolence passed at the last College meeting was read.
A letter was read from Dr. Carter, of Birmingham, calling

attention to the fact that in the regulations it was not made
compulsory that attendance on hospital practice should only
be allowed to count after the Second Examination had been
passed.
Although it was felt that the rregulations of the medical

schools prevented any possibility on this score, it was
decided to make an alteration in the regulations in accord-
ance with the suggestion of Dr. Carter.
The College seal was set to copies of the new College list

to be sent to the Registrars of the General Medical Council.
Dr. Sims Woodhead wa's re-elected Director of the Labo-

ratories.
The resignation of his diploma by a Member was ac-

cepted.

Dr. NORMAN MOORE then moved the following resolutions
of which he had given notice:

I. That Pharmacology as a separate subject be omitted from Ske. Third
or Final Examination, and the synopsis headed Pharmacology from the
Regulations, and that the Action of Medicinal Agents on the body in
Health and Disease form part of the Third or Final Examintion in
Medicine, Surgery, and Midwifery.

2. That the term " Pharmacy" be substituted for that of " Practical
Pharmacy" in the Regulations, and that of "Materia Mecdica" for
"Pharmacology" in the list of requirements for the Third w Final
Examination, and that the Examination in Pharmacy be written, as well
as oral, on tlle subjects of the synopsis lheaded Practical Pharmacy, but
that in Paragraplh a (p. ig), the words " Medicinal Action" be added after
the word " Composition."

3. That candidates be admitted to ex mination in Pharmacy at any
time after passing the Second Examination, and not " at any time during
the Curriculum."

4. That the alterations lnecessary to bring the Regulations into accord
with the above resolutions be referred to the Committee of Management,
and that, if the Royal College of Surgeons agree on their part, the Regu-
lations be issued.
Although he thought the regulations in their existing form
unwise, he would not, he said, have ventured to propose any
alteration had it not been for the strongly-expressed dissent
from them by many Fellows at the two last meetings of the
College, and his resolutions had been framed to give effect to
those views. Speaking to his first clause, he contended that
the action of medicinal substances was a proper part of
medicine, and ought to be included in the examination with
it. As to practical pharmacy, the word "practical" hadc
been inserted in a sort of hope that every candidate would be-
examinedc in the manual part; but this was found to be im-
practicable, and the word had ceased to have any meaning.
If pharmacology was got rid of, it would be necessary to.
revert to the old examination in materia medica written as
well as oral, and lie laid stress on the use of the term
" medicinal action " of drugs, as that would exclude considera-
tion of their physiological action as well as all reference to.
the treatment of disease. In reference to his third clause,
he was strongly of opinion that a candidate ought not to be
examined in materia medica'and pharmacy until he had
passed his examination in anatomy and physiology. He con-
cluded by giving an admirable review of the whole discussion
of the curriculum since the formation of the Conjoint Board
in i884, and especially of the alterations and realterations in
the regulations for the five years' curriculum.
Dr. FOWLER said he would not repeat what he had said at.

former meetings as to the additional burden imposed upoD
students by the introduction of this subject into the Final
Examination. Of all the changes made when the five years'
scheme was brought in this was almost the only one left.
Referring to statistics, he said that out of the last ioo who.
obtained the diploma 22 per cent. had taken between five and!
six years and 33 per cent. over four years, one gentleman being
qualified in four years and one mouth and not one in exactly
four years. Of the students who entered in I890-9I and were'
now qualified, the average period spent had been four years
and ten months. He thought these facts did away with any
necessity for the imposition of any additional burden on the-
student in respect of the extra time allowed him. The sub-
jects were by no means all of equal importance, and there
would be no detriment to the knowledge of the student by
omitting this special subjeet.
Dr. THORNE THORNE, C.B., complained that this subject

had always been brought forward with a plea of urgency, and
that the mouths of Fellows had been closed thereby. He
had onlybeen able to find mention of theword " pharmacology"'
in the regulations of the Edinburgh University, and there it
was only in a course of lectures, and there was no examina-
tion in it. He denied that the synopsis was in any way a
protection to students, and in his opinion it would tend to,
drive men away from London.
Dr. HALE WHITE denied that there had been any wish on

the part of the teachers of pharmacology to monopolise an
undue share of the extra year; they did not consider that.
theirs was the most import.- 'it subject, but it was of value as
a stepping stone to treatment. It had been said that the
synopsis was long, but brevity in such a matter was often a
source of danger. In anatomy there was no synopsis, and
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therefore no limit to the examiner; in physiology there was a
short synopsis, and therefore little limit to the examiner and
great proportionate danger for the student. But they had tied
the- examiners down; they would only be able to ask
elementary questions, and could not trench upon medicine.
It was proposed to revert to th'- examination in materia
medica, but that would equally afford a separate opportunity
for rejection. As concerned the number of rejections he con-
tended that the student would be better off under the regula-
tions as now drawn up, and he pointed out that a great many
had already passed in practical pharmacy, and that to make a
change in the subjects now would result in great chaos,
which would be felt both by teachers and examiners as well
as students. Pharmacology was a word with a precise mean-
ing; medica materia was a much less precise term, and was
by manyheld to include pharmacology. Medicinal action was
also a vague term, and its lack of exact definition would prove
embarrassing to candidates. The real question was whether
they should endeavour to secure a reasonable knowledge, or
only an empirical knowledge, without caring whether the
candidate knew the physiological grounds for the action of the
drug. He considered the proposals now made constituted a
retrograde step.

Dr. BRUNTON considered that the resolutions they were
asked to accept were retrograde in character, and opposed to
the best interests of medicine, and he should oppose them
with all his power. The resolutions were especially object-
ionable because they would dissociate teaching and examina-
tion. Dr. Moore was really trying to impose on students a
burden which they (that is, those responsible for the synopsis)
hoped they had removed. Materia medica was a comprehen-
sive term, and included much that was unnecessary, for ex-
ample, the geographical distribution of drugs, and it was on
this ground that it had been determined to expunge materia
medica, and insist only on a knowledge of practical pharmacy
and pharmacology; he acknowledged as regards the former
that they had not been able to overcome the difficulties in the
way of really dealing with the subject in a practical manner,
but he thought they might some day be more successful.
Pharmacology was no new word; it meant the action of
drugs upon the body, both in health and disease, not
diseases. The action of drugs on the body was a very wide
subject, including, no doubt, toxicology, and that was the
reason why they had limited the scope of it by a schedule;
this limited the amount the student had to do, and also put
a limit on the examiners, and would tend to prevent abuses.
He denied that there would be any clashing with the exami-
nation in toxicology, as the purpose of the knowledge was
different. He considered it would be most unwise to make
any change in the regulations till they had been tried; such
a course would lay the College open to a charge of vacilla-
tion. The student might take this subject up at the end of
his fourth year, and this, no doubt, was what he ought to do.
Success in practice was largely dependent upon a knowledge
of drugs, but how was he to get this if not taught the subject
during his student career?
Dr. CURNOW said the student was to be taught pharma-

cology at the commencement of his career, but to be examined
in it at the end; pharmacy was n-ot taught practically, and
he thought there would be no real difficulty in adapting the
examinations so as to give effect to Dr. Mcore's proposals.

Dr. LEECH considered that the effect of these resolutions
would be to add to and not take from tlhe troubles of students;
they ought to aim at simplicity in the studies of the students.
He was strongly opposed to the term "medicinal action " ; no
one knew what it meant, and it led to calamitous results, as
it meant exactly what examiners chose to make it mean. In
many schools the lectures were given on this subject after
the second year, and no doubt they soon would be in all.

Dr. BURDON SANDERSON feared that Dr. Moore's seconld reso-
lution would be the means of increasing the burdens of the
student. Materia medica was, lie conisidered, a very burden-
some subject, and it was one tllat should be reduced to the
smallest possible limits; it had no educational value of its
own, and it was highly desirable tlhat in tlle year preceding
the Final ExaminaLion the sole subject should be the science
of medicinie.

Dr. LEES urged a compromise to the effect that the ex-
aminers in pharmacology should be at!;ed to set thlree ques-

tions on that subject in the second paper in medicine, but it
was evident that there was a general desire to take the vote
immediately, and his suggestion met with no support.
Dr. MooRE, acting on a suggestion of Sir William Broad-

bent, obtained leave to drop the last half of his first resolu-
tion and the whole of the second and third: and the first half
of the first resolution and the fourth were then put to the
meeting, and carried by a considerable majority.
The effect of the vote was understood to be that pharma-

cology is to be dropped from the examination and the? synop-
sis of it omitted from the regulationis, but that it is to re-
main as a subject of lectures, and that practical pharmacy
is left as it appears in the regulations.

ROYAL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS.
AN ordinary council was held at the College on FebruarYy I3th*;
Mr. CHRISTOPHER HEATH was in the clhair. The minutes of
the last quarterly council were read and confirmed. Mr.
Reginald Harrison was appointed Bradshaw Lecturer for the
present year,
The following recommendations from the Committee of

Management were approved and adopted:
(I) That the High School, Nottingham, be added to the list of recognised

places of instruction in chemistry, plhysics, anld practical chemistry.
(2) That Mr. Thomas Cook's course of operative surgery be recognised

as fulfilling the requirements of the regulations for the preseilt year on
the same conditions as heretofore.

(3) That gradulates in medicine or surgery of foreign universities recog-
nised by the Examining Board in England be admitted to the Final Ex-
amination on the same conditions as Colonial graduates (paragraplh iv,
section iii of the regulations).

(4) That in case of other graduates than those of the universities at pre-
sent recognised the Committee be empowered to admnit theem under
similar conditions on being satisfied that the requirements of the Exami-
ining Board in England have been fulfilled.
A preliminary report was received from the Committee on

the Dental Surgery Regulations appointed to consider the
proposal that there should be two examinations instead of
one for the Licence in Dental Surgery, as well as a scheme
for various alterations in the curriculum of study. On the
recommendation of this Committee it was resolved:
That the teachers at the three schlools of denital surgery in Londoni-

inamely, the Dental Hospital of London, Guy's Hospital, and the Nationa
Dental Hospital, shall be afforded the opportunlity of expressinlg tlheir
opinion upon the proposed alterations.
A report was received from the Deputation Committee, in

respect of which the following resolution was adopted:
That before the Fellows of the College be addressed on the subject

under discussion, the Council do take inito colnsideration at aii early
meetilng the question wlihetlher Members should or should niot be directly
represen-ted on the Counicil.
The appointment of a representative of the College on the'

General Medical Council in succession to Mr. Thomas Bryant.
will be decided at the next meeting of the Council.
A letter was received enclosing a copy of a petition signed

by certain medical men in the colony of Mauritius, praying
the home Government that the preference, when possible, for
Government appointments in that colony be given to holders
of British diplomas. The PRESIDENT stated that lhe had'
already written to the Colonial Secretary expressing the hope
that he would give his favourable consideration to the matter.
On the motion of Mr. WILLETT, it was resolved:
That on application to the Secretary recognlised reporters to the public

press be admitted to the half-yearly meetings of Fellows of the College.

MEDICAL SICKNESS, ANNUITY, AND LIFE
ASSURANCE SOCIETY.

THE monthly meeting of the Executive Committee of this
Society was held at 429, Strand, W.C., on January 31st. TI'lere.
were present Dr. F. de Havijland Hall (Chairman), Dr. J. B.
Ball, Dr. Major Greenwood, Mr. J. Brindley James, Mr.
William J. Stephens, Dr. F. J. Allan, Mr. Edward Bartlett,
Dr. W. Knowsley Sibley, and Mr. R. S. Charsley.
The accounts for the year ending December 31st, i895, with

the auditors' report thereon, were presented. They proved
that the business had largely increased during the year, whiile,
the records of the sickness branch showed that in no previous
twelve months of the Societys working had so large an
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