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been made, and the consequence is the syllabus is not an
accurate, guide as to the scope of the examination.
Another well-known chemist, who is engaged in the' teach-

ing of medical students, writes: I am strongly of opinion
that Questions I and 2 are too severely technical, and not
adapted to the work of medical students. The same remarks
apply to portions of Questions 4, 5, and 6. I have for some
time held a similar opinion as to the extreme and unnecessary
severity of the paper in organic chemistry for the Inter-
mediate M.B.Lond. It is, I consider, to a great extent the
outcome of submitting medical students in their second and
third years to examination by scientific chemists, who are not
medical men, and who are not in touch with the requirements
of medical students. It would be an easy matter to find
medical men competent to examine in this branch of the
Intermediate M.B.

SCOTTISH POOR-LAW MEDICAL OFFICERS'
ASSOCIATION.

THE newly - formed Scottish Poor-Law Medical Officers'
Association held its inaugural dinner in Glasgow on the
evening of January 31st, when the chair was occupied by iDr.
BRUCE, Dingwall, the direct representative of Scotland in the
General Medical Council, and honorary President of the
Association. He was supported by Alexander Cross, M.P.
for-' (amlachie, as also by prominent members of the various
local parish councils, and lay officials, while a large number
of medical officers from various parts of the country were
present, as well as members of medical staffs of the barony,
City, and Govan parishes.

ThXe CHAIRMAD in the course of the evening spoke of the
*work done' and the responsibilities incurred by parochial sur-
geons more especially those 'working in remote, sparsely
populated districts, and advocated the necessity of reform in
medical 'administration. He contrasted the provision made
for the clergyman and schoolmaster of a district with that
for the doctor, and pointed out that a local habitation was
far more essential in the public interest to the last than to
either of the, two former, and yet it was completely ignored,
while the others were invariably suitably housed. The
slender tenure by which the doctors hold their posts was
another point to which attention must be directed and im-
provement demanded. In districts in which from lack of
population one man only can be supported the loss of the
physicianship to the poor means the introduction of a new
competition and financial loss far beyond the mere depriva-
tion of the parochial stipend, and possibly actual ruin. The
fact that this, deprivation can be effected in obedience to a
temporary popular clamour or to gratify the economical
desires of some ' guardian of the rates" is a state of matters
that ought to be remedied. The parochial medical officer
should in fact be recognised as an independent civil servant
with a salary suitable to his responsible and arduous duties
and in large parishes with a properly qualified assistant.
The views advanced by Dr. Bruce were approved by the

meeting, and Dr. WILLIAM L. MUIR, the President of the
Association, endorsed all that had been said and emphasised
the necessity for independence of local autiorities in order
that the doctor's responsibilities to the poor of his district
might be met without risking the loss of his appointment.
Mr. JAMES BRAND, the Chairman of the Barony Parish

Council, in a speech responding to the toast of " The Parish
Councils of Scotland," took occasion to express his sincere
sympathy with the objects of the Society, which he said had
had his approval long before he had heard them formulated
and he assured the meeting he would gladly support them in
'furthering the objects of the Society.

Mr. WALLACE, Inspector of the Govan Board, spoke in
similar terms. He especially concurred with the desire for
'fixity for tenure, as it enabled a man to do his work in a fear-
.less way, unhampered with the. fear that the conscientious
discharge of his duty might lead to his dismissal.
The Society is to meet once a year; it is open to all having

an interest in Poor-law work, more especially to present and
past holders of parochial medical appointments, and it is
managed by an executive to be elected annually. The present
office-bearers are Dr. Bruce, Dingwall (Honorary President),
Dr. W. L. Muir (President), Dr. David Cooper (Vice-Prasi-

dent), Dr. 'Matthew 'Martin '(Treasurer), Dr. Alexander
Murdoch (Secretary), with .Drs. Finlay, Core, Fortune, Cullen,
Wallace (to complete Council).

TTUBERCULOSIS: ITS CONTROL BY MUNICIPAL
ACTION..

A MEMORIAL presented by the Medico-Chirurgical Society of
Glasgow to the Health Committee of Glasgow Town Council
" calling their attention to the fact that tuberculosis is now
'fully recognised as an infectious disease, and asking them to
take the matter into their serious consideration, with a view
to protection of the community from the infection," was
remitted to Dr. Russell, the officer. of health who has just
issued an exhaustive report dealing with the whole subject,
and concluding with a number of practical suggestions.
The following is a summary of the suggestions made by Dr.

Russell:
i. In my opinion the first thing to be done is to have this

report printed and considered by the local authority, who
ought thereafter to come to some resolution regarding it, and,
if the purport of that resolution is favourable in general to
its contents, then, with this imprimatur, the report ought to
be sent to every member of the medical profession practising
in Glasgow, to the medical officers of all institutions, to all
Boards responsible for the regimen of any part of the com-
munity (for example, parochial, school hospital reformatory,
etc.), and freely to all citizens who lead an guide.

2. The local authority ought to resolve that, in the interests
of public health, it is necessary that washing and disinfec-
tion should be effectively carried out after every death from
pulmonary consumption.

3. In my own opinion and, I believe, in that of the memo-
rialists, the importance of taking immediate action in the
direction of eliminating tuberculous cows from the dairies,
first of all in Glasgow, and next from those sending milk into
Glasgow, can scarely be exaggerated. Glasgow is in the un-
usual position of possessing ready to hand the legalb powers
to deal with this source of tuberculosis. We cannot take full
advantage of these powers without a veterinary expert.

4. The further step of issuing popular leaflets to be system-
atically distributed from house to house and otherwise put
into the hands of those responsible for the care of the sick,
mayberemittedtothemedical officers to be takeninduecourse.

5. It is scarcely necessary to point out that many depart-
ments of municipal management ought to be inspired w'ith
renewed energy, and to receive increased precision of direc-
tion, each in its own special work, from this doctrine of tuber-
culosis-for example, the Committee on Health, in the appli-
cation of general and local powers to the suppression of damp,
dark dwelling houses; to the dissemination of light and air
within and around tenements and workplaces, whether fac-
tories, workshops, warehouses, counting houses, or offices:
in the enforcement of ventilation, light, and cleanliness in
byres; in the provision of open spaces and play places con-
venient to tenements; the Magistrates Committee in the sup-
pression of smoke and the energetic application of the law in a
cases relating to overcrowding. The Parks and Galleries Com-
mittee in the support they derive for the conviction that
their parks are only useful in proportion as they are used,
and that therefore they must be made attractive, and that
the same attractions will not draw every class in the com-
munity. The Committee on Sewage Works will see more
clearly a hygienic sanction for their function in the prospect
of sweetening the air and transforming the Clyde from an
offensive repulsive sewer into an attractive waterway. The
Committee on Tramways may find moral courage to enforce
their by-laws against spitting " in or upon any car," and the
Dean of'Guild Court will recognise the profound importance
of its functions in the rigid enforcement of every item of the
provisions of the law which virtually determine the health of
tile future in so far as it depends upon a dry foundation and
walls.

6. It is to be desired that women should understandi
the importance of dust in the causation of consumption, andi
should devise methods of dealing with dust which will endl
in its collection and destluAtion, not merely in its distur-
bance and redistribution.
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