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Dr. M'Clintock states that, where we have -in
uterine tumour, the hand, say in its ulnar edge,
cannot be passed down but to a very small extent
between the internal abdominal wall and the tumour.
In ovarian tumours, the ulnar edge of the hand can
be passed deeply between them. However unplea-
*sant it is to differ from so high an authority, I am
compelled to say that my experience cannot confirm
this statement. This is particularly the case in those
examples where the uterus is lengthened by the
fibrous growth and the bladder pushed up with it.
Wherever, also, in an ovarian case, or even in an or-
dinary abdominal tumour, there are adhesions, the
test fails. But, even without such adhesions, and in
ovarian tumours, it cannot be done.

In conclusion, I must say that there are a class of
cases which are still more puzzling; I mean those
examples of fibroid coexisting with ovarian dis-
ease and solid ovarian tumours. I have collected
notes of several such cases.
The case before quoted of M. Bouchet (Bull. Soc.

An., xxviii, p. 10) was an instance of a fibroid of the
uterus with ovarian cysts. M. Jury's case (ib., p.
135) was also au example of fibroids in both uterus
and ovaries. M. Jules Simm (ib., 2nde liv., iii, p. 69)
has recorded a case of fibrous tumour complicated
with hernia and with ovarian cysts. This patient
was operated upon for hernia. An artificial anus was
the result, of which, with gangrene of the parts, the
patient died.
The post mortem examination revealed an uterus

studded on its whole surface with fibrous tumours,
from the size of a lentil to that of an apple. One of
these was encysted, and contained an unctuous
yellow liquid. The uterine cavity was the shape of
the letter S. The two ovaries were replaced by two
cysts of the size of an egg. Another case is men-
tioned by M. Bouchet (ib., xxix, p. 136), in which two
enormous fibroids, one on each side of the uterus,
larger than the fists, interparietal, existed, and the
right ovary contained a cyst as large as the two other
tumours conjoined.

Without question, the diagnosis in such cases is
very difficult; nor have I anything now to advance
on this point.

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE. The Atkinson Morley Sur-
gical Scholarship has been awarded to Mr. Alexander
Bruce, of London. The scholarship is of the value of
245 per annum, for three years.
THE EXODUS- OE MEDICAL OFFICERS FROM INDIA.

The Bengal Hurkaru states that a large number of
the most distinguished of the medical officers of the
late East India Company are leaving India.
SMALL-POX IN BERLIN. The small-pox is at present

raging in Berlin, and carrying off numerous victims
every week. A panic has begun to seize the popula-
tion on this account, and every morning the public
medical institutions are besieged by crowds of adults
anxious to be revaccinated, as well as by infants in
the arms of their nurses who are to be subjected to
the process for tlae first time.
CAPE COAST CASUALTIES. Returns just issued shew

that amongst the many deaths of soldiers which have
occurred on this fatal coast-of sixteen officers-are
the names of Assistant-Surgeons Rutherford and
Hooper. And amongst twenty-two officers invalided
home are Surgeon Skeen, Assistant-Surgeon Sandi-
son, AssistantSurgeon Crow, Assistant-Surgeon
Oughton, and Asistant-Surgeon Lewis.

*rxipiaJ dnzmmaxiratirnUS
THE THERAPEUTICS OF CONSUMPTION.
By RIcHAED PAYNE CoTToN, M.D.; Fellow of the
Royal ,College of Physicians, London; Physician
to the Hospital for Consumption and Diseases of
the Chest, Brompton.

[Read before the Medical Society ofLondon.]
THzEE are few maladies in which Medicine has bore
so variable a reputation as in consumption. We
have heard over and over again of "specifics" for
this disease; and over and over again has the honest
but disappointed physician expressed his conviction
that phthisis is scarcely, if at all, under his controL
In the present communication, I shall endeavour

to show that whilst, on the one hand, we may cont
dently assert that at present, at least, we have no
specaic remedy for consumption, we may, on the
other hand, as confidently assert that our materia
medica offers a number of auxiliaries of more or less
value and importance in the treatment of this dis-
ease.
With a view to determine experimentally the com-

parative value of different therapeutic agents in con-
sumption, I resolved, some five or six years ago, to
prescribe certain substances to a given number of
my hospital in-patients, taking care that such cases
were free from all acute symptoms, as well as from any
particular complications requiring special treatment.
Each of the following substances was thus adminis-
tered to twenty-five patients, this number having
been chosen as sufficient, perhaps, for the purpose,
and as possessing the advantage of at once showing
a percentage simply by multiplying by four; viz,
phosphorus; liquor potassse; hydrochloric acid; iodide
of iron; iodide of potassium; chloride of sodium;
vinum feri; glycerine; sesquichloride of iron; chlo-
rate of potassa; quinine; phosphoric acid. The <e-
periments were published from time to time in the
Medical Times and Gazette; but hitherto they have
not been compared with each other, neither has any
attempt been made at a general conclision.
Here I may as well anticipate one or two very pos-

sible objections to my experiments. Some may con-
sider that the number of cases was too small to show
any satisfactory result; whilst others may suggest
that there could not have been sufficient similarity in
the cases themselves to render the several conclu-
sions trustworthy. To the first objection I would
reply, that it has taken me five years to observe the
effects of these twelve substances upon the number
of cases I determined upon; and as there is a limit
not only to life, but also to the time and capacity for
working out such observations, I felt it was imprac-
ticable to augment the number of patients for each
experiment. And to the second objection I would
remark, that, as it is no inconsiderable difficulty to
discover even two consumptive persons strictly alike
in all their symptoms, the attempt to find twenty-five
parallel cases would have been fruitless. I may,
however, at once state that I am desirous that my
experiments should be taken only for what they axe
worth. They do not profess to be absolutely conclu-
sive, but are simply intended as certain additions to
that general stock of therapeutical facts which, when
put together and thoroughly sifted, may, some day or
other, lead to the discovery of important truths.
Phosphorus in many cases proved a good tonic and

stiuwlnt, increasing both the appetite and strength
683
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of the patients. In a few instances, however, it obvi-
ously disagreed, producing nausea, a distaste for
food, and abdominal derangement. Four of the
patients (three of whom were in the first, and one in
the last stage of the disease) left the hospital materi-
ally improved in every respect, and apparently with
their general health restored; but several of those
who derived no benefit from the phosphorus improved
afterwards under other treatment. It was adminis-
tered according to the formula of the Prusshn Phar-
macopoeia, in which four grains of phosphorus are held
in solution by an ounce of olive oil. Of this solution,
from five to eight minims were given in a little muci-
lage twice or three times a day. Five minims con-
tained one-twenty-fourth of a grain of phosphorus.

Liquor Potassa, given in doses of fifteen minims
two or three times a day, altogether failed to support
its ancient reputation as a " deobstruent" in phthisis.
it seemed generally to be inoperative; and a consi-
derable number of patients, in whom it had produced
no visible effects, improved afterwards under different
treatment.

Hydrochloric Acid, on the other hand, was produc-
tive of very marked benefit. In doses of ten or fif-
teen minims of the dilute acid two or three times a
day, it generally increased the appetite, and lessened
many of the urgent symptoms, especially excessive
perspiration and pulmonary secretion. Under its
continued use for several weeks, many of the patients
materially improved.

Although, in certain dyspeptic conditions, the alka-
lies, in various combinations, are oftentimes of very
great use in the treatment of phthisis, it appeared
that the acids separately are far better suited to the
so-called tubercular "crasis" than the alkalies sepa-
rately. Several patients, who had made no progress
under the liquor potassw, improved very much when
this was changed for hydrochloric acid; and four,
who had been taking the acid with advantage, but to
whoim liquor potassw was given as a change, urgently
begged to retuirn to the acid. In very few instances
did the hydrochloric acid disagree; now and then it
appeared to cause a little gastric pain, but it was
never necessary permanently to abandon its use. I
have reason to believe that the other mineral acids
will be found as effective as the hydrochloric. The
circumstance, however, that the free acid frequently
occurring during healthy digestion is the hydro-
chloric, and that this acid is the well-known solvent
of the plastic constituents of the food, made me select
it in the present experiments; but I have often pre-
scribed both the nitric and the nitro-hydrochloric
acids in the wards of the hospital at Brompton with
the same good result.

Iodide of I-on, in doses of a drachm of the syrup
two or three times a day, appeared greatly to benefit
several of the very early cases, and was particularly
serviceable in sonie which exhibited evidence of
chronic secondary pneumonia. In a few instances it
was discontinued, on account of its producing head-
ache, with dyspeptic symptoms; but, as a general
rule, it seemed to agree with the patients. Under its
influence, many gained materially in weight.

Iodide of Potassium, which was at one time held in
great repute in the treatment of phthisis, seemed re-
markably ineffective in most of the twenty-five cases
in which it was employed. Occasionally it gave rise
to some dyspepsia, but more commonly its adminis-
tration was unattended by any decided result. Only
six cases materially improved during its use; and, in
nearly every instanice in which it was given, the
patient's weight sensiblv diminished.

Chloride of Sodiumii was prescribed in (loses of frolmi
one to three drlachms dissolved in water, two or three
timnes a daJy. It was observed that onie drachiii could
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generally be taken without producing nausea; that,
in a few instances, two drachms caused a slight de-
gree of sickness; whilst three drachms sometimes
gave rise to actual vomiting; although, as a general
rule, these larger doses, when gradually arrived at,
did not disagree with the stomach. A larger dose
could be taken after meals than when the stomach
was empty. In only three cases out of the twenty-
five was thirst complained of. In this experiment, a
fair number of patients increased in strength and
appetite, justifying the conclusion that, in many such
cases, comnmon salt deserves to rank as a tonic.
A large amount of chlorides was always found in

the urine of those who were taking the salt; but so
little in relation to the quantity administered, that
much must either have passed off by the bowels, or
remained in the system. The search after chlorides
led to the discovery that the urine of all consumptive
patients, even of those in the last stage of the dis-
ease, contains such compounds in considerable quan-
tity.

Steel Wine proved a most useful auxiliary in the
treatment of a considerable number of patients. It
seldom disagreed, but tended rather to increase the
appetite and ilmprove digestion. In the cases of
children and young persons, especially when com-
bined with cod-liver oil, it was remarkably effica-
cious. The dose varied from two drachms to half an
ounce, and in a few cases to an ounce, once or twice
a day. From half an ounce to an ounce of the vinum
ferri, taken immediately after dinner, is, r believe,
one of the best means of administering steel in phthi-
sis. In this way, it seems to interfere less with the
function of digestion, and to be more easily absorbed
into the system.
A well-known French author, M. Trousseau, has

recently asserted his belief that steel, so far fromi
benefiting, not unfrequently engenders phthisis. Has
he not here failed in the distinction between the post
and propter hoc? Unquestionably, manv become
consumptive in spite of all the steel we can get themii
to take; but, if consumption were connected with
steel-taking, assuredly this disease would be even
more commiion thani it is!

Glycerine has been muiLch extolled by somiie writers,
as a reiiuedv for phthisis. I gave it in doses of from
one to two and occasionally three drachnms twice an(d
sometimiies three times a day. In five of the twenty-
five cases, it either caused sickness or otherwise dis-
agreed. Sometimes it seemed to relieve the cough:
but few of the patients derived any material benefit
from its use, and verv few of them gained anything-
in weight whilst taking it. Several, who made no,
progress uncler the glycerine, improved subsequently
under cod-liver oil. Many observations were made
in reference to the comparative useftulness of these
two agents, the result being invariably and very coni-
siderably in favour of the oil. In ordinary cases of
phthisis, indeed, I believe glycerine to be of little use.

Sesquichloride of Iron conduced to some very happy
results. A large number of cases improved under its
use; and six patients in whom the disease was de-
cidedly established, after having taken it for several
weeks, left tlhe hospital with their health restored,
and in a condition to resume their respective occupa-
tions. Were I to be asked which of the twelve reme-*
dies I had founnd most generally adapted to the ordi-
nary run of consulmiptive cases, I should say the
sesquichloride of iron. For several years I have beeni
in the habit of prescribing it in doses of from ten to
fifteen minims twice a dty; and the mixture of the
sesquichloride of iron is one of the most frequently
employed formiuln of the Consumption Hospital Phar-
mnacopwia. In private practice, it may be agreeably
taken in combination with lemon or orange syrupl

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.182.683 on 25 June 1864. D
ow

nloaded from
 

http://www.bmj.com/


June 23, 1864.] ORIGINAL COMMUNICATIONS. [British Medical Journal.

and in this way it may be continued with advantage
for many weeks, and even months.

Chlorate of Potassa, like glycerine, has won various
opinions as to its influence upon consumption. By
one physician it has lately been considered even as a
specific, whilst by others it has been deemed alto-
o-ether a failure. After a careful analysis of its effects
in the twenty-five cases, I came to the conclusion
that it was very far from a specific; and that its use-
fulness was, seldom apparent, except in those ca-
ehectic cases in which it and allied remedies are fre-
quently serviceable.

Quinine, in doses of one or two grains twice and
sometimes three times a day, although 'well suited
apparently to a few of the twenty-five cases, gene-
rally produced disappointment; its effects being, as a
rule, inferior to those of many other tonics. It would
seem that quinine, like chlorate of potass, is chiefly
useful in a 'certain class of cachectic patients, in
whioi, irrespective of the tubercular condition, such
agents are very generally prescribed. Several of the'
patients, however, who had scarcely benefited by the
quinine alone, improved subsequently under the com-
bined influence of quinine and iron.

Phosphoric Acid was prescribed in doses of fifteen
minims two or three times a day. In three or four
cases, it seemed to produce. pain in the bowels, with
nausea and loss of appetite; although, as a general
rule, it agreed very well. Only three cases improved
materially under its influence; whilst several of those
in whom there was a moderate improvement bene-
fited much more under other treatment. Phosphoric
acid may be classed amongst the mineral acids as a
general tonic in phthisis, but seemls to me inferior to
some of them, especially the hydrochloric.
The following table shows the general effect of

these various agents upon the twenty-five cases in
which they were administered.

*considerably Slightly Not
improved. improved. improved.

1. Phosphorus ........... ........ 4 ........ I
Liquor Potassse ...... ........n1 ........'

3 lHydrochloric Acid .... ii ........ ........

4. iodide of Ironl ....... 1.l ........0 .. 11
Iodide of Potassium l ........1 14
chllriide of Sodium .. 8. ........ 11
\ illull Ferr....... 13 ....... . 3 ........ 9

(~lv ice e. ........... 4 ....... . ......

9. Sesquiclhloride ot Iron 12 5 .. IS
o. Cihlorte of Potassa 5.. .. 4 ........ I (;
il. Quinine ..... 7 a . I.'
12. P'lhosphoric Acid . .....S.......3 8 . 11

it must not be forgotten, in estimating the thera-
peutic value of these different substances, that this
is illustrated by the table rather comparatively than
absolutely; since we must not exclude from its proper
share in the result the combined influence of hope,
rest, good diet, and general hygiene, under which,
even by itself, many phthisical cases are well known
to undergo very considerable improvement. The
figures, indeed, can only be taken as a fair expres-
sion of the comparative usefulness of the various
agents as therapeutical auxiliaries to general treat-
ment.
The experiments to which I have thus briefly al-

luded, and which will be found more fully described
in my papers in the Medical Times and Gazette, ap-
pear to be suggestive of the following general conclu-
sions.

1. Since, during the administration of each one of
the agents described above, several cases of phthisis
were observed to run through the various phases of
the disease, some even to a fatal termination, it is
obvious that, whatever the amount of benefit which
in some cases followed their use, no one of such
agents deserves the title of "1 specific".

2. It may, therefore, fairly be concluded that the

good effected by any of these agents was due to their
respective tonic and upholding influence upon the
general system.

3. In the majority of phthisical cases, steel (espe-
cially the sesquichloride of iron) and the mineral
acids appear to be the most effective; but tonics
generally are productive of more or less improvement.

4. Since, however, even steel and mineral acids, as
well as other useful tonics, are undoubtedly inert in
a certain proportion of cases, it is not improbable
that there are varieties or modifications of phthisis,
each of which may require a particular treatment.
As there are special varieties of many other diseases,
requiring special modes of treatment, and yielding to
none other, it is possibly the same with consumption.

I would observe, in conclusion, that I think we are
too apt to consider and to treat phthisis as a separate
and always similar disease, disregarding the almost
endless varieties it presents. Whether such varieties
are dependent upon original differences in the nature
of the disease itself, or are determined by peculiarities
in the individuals it may attack, we at least have be-
fore us a largfe field for experimental therapeutics.
My own idea is, that the time is not distant when
observation and experiment will show that, under
certain at present obscure conditions of system,
phthisis assumes definite and special forms, each of
which requires definite and special management;
and that the " therapeutics of phthisis", which many
maynowconsiderboth unsatisfactoryand unpromising,
will contribute, some day or other, to great and un-
expected results. I am not so sanguine as to look for
a specific in consumption; but that the disease will
ultimately prove as amenable as many others to
proper management, is, I hope, not a mnere day-
dream.

TAIITARISED) ANTIMONY AS A REMEDY
IN SThLUMOUS OP1IT1HALMIA.

By WILLIAX PRICE, M.D., Surgeon to the Metropo-
litan Infirmary for Scrofulous Children; Surgeon

to the Metropolitan Establishment for
Scrofulous Adults, Margate.

A SHORT but valuable notice, from the pen of Mr.
Edwin Chesshire, appeared in a recent number of the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, on Tartarised Antimony
as a Remedy in Strumous Ophthalmia. That the
plan of treatment therein recommended is both little
known and little practised, I am fully convinced; and
my object in again bringing the subject forward in
these pages is to endorse the statements of Mr. Ches-
shire, in the hope of inducing practitioners to follow
this mode of treatment on a more extended scale.
During the past six years, 109 cases of strumous

ophthalmia, occurring in children under 15 years of
age, have been admitted into the Metropolitan In-
firmary at Margate. GOlt of this number, thirty-eight
suffered with photophobia; and twenty-five had either
vascular corneau or phlyetenular ophthalmia. They
had been all, or nearly all, treated by the administra-
tion of tartarised antimony in small but repeated
doses; and, save in a few instances, with the most
marked and decided benefit.
My attention was first directed to this plan of

treatment in the Paris schools; and the success I
there witnessed attending its employment, induced
me early to forsake the more routine practice of
giving cod-liver oil and tonics. It mnust not be sup-
posed that I have overlooked the beneficial effects of
sea-air and a liberal diet upon the London poor when
removed to this salubrious climate; for the cases
mentioned have been generally those in which the
children had resided some short time by the sea-side.
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