
MARCH 2, 1895.] PAY WARDS AT THE GREAT NORTHERN CENTRAL HOSPITAL.[-IaLnJaOIT 501

curriculum. How many students actually do this does not
appear to be accurately known, but it is thought probable
that the number does not exceed 12.

LONDON AND COUNTIES MEDICAL PROTECTION
SOCIETY, LIMITED.

THE ordinary general meeting of the London and Counties
Medical Protection Society, Limited, was held at the rooms
of the Royal Medical and Chirurgical Society, on February
25th, under the chairmanship of Dr. GEORGEE A. HERON,
Treasurer.
Dr. HUGIH WOODS submitted the report, which congratulated

the members on the satisfactory condition and prospects of
the Society. It dealt with the work of organisation going on
generally all over the kingdom, and particularly in London.
There was, it was stated, a steady improvement in the finan-
cial position, the income of the Society for the past twelve
months being £566 17s., against £433 16s. 6d. in the previous
year. The heavy expenses incurred in the registration and
formation of the Society had been paid off, and in the mean-
time the important duties entrusted to its care had been
thoughly carried out. In view of increasingmembership the
Council felt confident that the future would justify the posi-
tion which the Society had already attained. The Council
had conferred with the Medical Defence Union with a view to
amalgamation, and negotiations were broken off on the ques-
tion of representation in the conjoint society. The report
proceeded to deal with the work of the Society in connection
with the Indian oculists, Russian doctors in Whitechapel,
thc bogus orphanage at Worthing, and other matters.
The CHAIRMAN and Dr. BAINES seconded the motion for the

adoption of the report.
Dr. BALDING observed that, in common with many other

members, he desired an amalgamation with the Medical
Defence Union.
After some discussion, in which Dr. MEAD and Mr.

FOULERTON took part, the motion for the adoption of the
report was put and carried unanimously.
On the motion of Dr. BELL, seconded by Dr. BAINES, the

officers and Council for the ensuing year were elected.
Messrs. H. Alderson and Anthony A. Bowlby were elected

Auditors.
A resolution dealing with the system of election of officers

was, after some discussion, referred to the Council for con-
sideration.
Votes of thanks to the officers and Council and to the

Chairman were adopted.
In reply, the CHAIRMAN said that, with regard to the

question of the amalgamation with the Medical Defence
ULlion, he could only say that a resolution was agreed to by
bothi Associations that whilst negotiations were pending
tu nring about 1he amalgamation it was most desirable that
nothing should be published except with the sanction of
representatives of both societies in writing. They were
bound by that, and therefore could say nothing.

THEBMEDICAL REGISTER, 1895.1
THE Medical Register gives no details regarding the in-
dividual beyond the name, the address, the date and place of
registration, and the qualifications registered. Collectively,
however, in regard to the profession at large, it contains
certain figures of interest. The multitude of registered prac-
titioners continues to increase year by year. In 1879 there
were 22.516 registered medical practitioners; in 1894 there
were 32 637. Between 1876, which was the first'year in which
the data for these figures were preserved, and 1879 there was
a slight diminution in the numbers, but since the latter
date there has been a steady and uninterrupted increase, till
at, the present time there are upwards of ]0.000 more on the
Register than there were fifteen years ago. There would, how-
ever. seem to be some prospect of a turn in the tide, for the
St dents' egister shows that since 1891 there has been a con-
siderable fall in the number of medicalfstudents registered
eR 11 year. the number entered last year, which was precisely
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the same as that of those entered in 1892, being smaller than
in any other year since 1876. Possibly this has been due to
the five years curriculum; not, apparently, owing to in-
creased strictness of examination, for the ratio between the
number of students and of practitioners registered remains
nearly the same now as it was fifteen or twenty years ago.
Between 1872 and 1875 the number of students registered

was 5,208 and in the succeeding four years the number of
practitioners registered was 3,941, being 75.6 per cent. of the
students entered in the preceding four years.
Between 1887 and 1890 in like manner the students were

7,728, against 5,863 practitioners registered between 1891 and
1894, the practitioners being 75.8 per cent. of the students.
A steady diminution in the number both of students and

practitioners added to the Register has been going on in Ire-
land for many years, while in the other two divisions of the
United Kingdom the practitioners have increased; but in all
three alike there has been a falling off in the numbers added
to the Register in 1894, the total in 1893, the highest ever
reached, being 1,579, while in 1894 it was 1,426.
The number of practitioners removed from the Register

under Section xiv of the Medical Act, that is, for not noti-
fying change of address, varies remarkably from year to year,
suggesting a varying activity at the office rather than any
greater or less remissness on the part of the profession; the
extremes are 29 in one year and 618 in another. Last year
only 33 were removed for this cause.
Under Sections xxviii and xxix-the penal clauses-twelve

practitioners were removed from the Register in 1894, more
than twice the number removed in any one year before.

PAY WARDS AT THE GREAT NORTHERN
CENTRAL HOSPITAL.

THE annual meeting of the governors of this hospital was
held on Friday, February 22nd, under the presidency of
Mr. C. T. MURDOCH, and there was a very large attendance.
The CHAIMMAN briefly moved the adoption of the annual

report, and said that in opening, in accordance with
the scheme adopted, certain pay beds the Committee of
Management had simply felt that they were carrying out
what they were bound to do under the constitution of the
hospital. Elected as a Committee of Management, whatever
the constitution was, they were bound to carry it out loyally,
irrespective of their personal feelings, more especially as
the money which had been received from the public to erect
the hospital had been received on a public statement that
pay wards were to be started. Of course it rested with the
governors to alter any details of that constitution if they
thought fit. The pay beds now numbered nineteen, and
twelve of them were occupied.
Mr. LANG seconded the motion, and it was agreed to.
Dr. GLOVER proposed the following motion:
That this meeting of governors of the Great Northern Central Hos

pital regrets the recent changes in the administration of the hospital
by which pay patients have been admitted to its wards to be attended
gratuitously by the honorary staff, and is of opinion that such a system
is not likely to conduce to the welfare of the hospital or the advantage
of the poor, forwhom such institutions exist, and should without further
delay be abandoned.
He said that he was a subscriber to the hospital, and was act-
ing in no unfriendly spirit to it, but he must point out that
in this pay system the Committee were taking an entirely
new departure. He had been told that St. Thomas's was a
precedent for the action of the Committee, but he denied that,
for the system there was entirely different to that of the
Great Northern Central Hospital. The traditional objects
for which the hospitals existed were the poor-not the very
poor, because they were already provided for in the infirmanes
and other institutions; there was a class between the very
poor and those who could afford to pay, and they had always
been provided for by the voluntary hospitals. He as a
governor objected to his money being applied to those who
could afford to pay, and for whom other institutions existed.
There were a number of abuses connected with some of the
hospitals, and he did not wish to see them increased; and he
therefore objected to the Committee catering for any class of
persons who ought to provide for themselves. He believed
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