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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WBEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD RBACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATBR THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMuNICATTONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

AuTHoRs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MBDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTs not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICB OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DBPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOUJRNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

A Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under their respective headings.

Qu0ERIES.

P. M. W. asks for-suggestions in the treatment of obstructive jaundice of
six months' standing, which has not yielded to any of the usual
remedies-olive oil has been tried. The patient, who is aged 66, has
cedema of the lower limbs, which is beginning to give anxiety.

RuBBER TYRES.
A YOUNG MEMBER asks for information as to the use of rubber tyres in
place of iron tyres for the wheels of a victoria, and also as to the most
satisfactory make and form to use in London thoroughfares.

SUPPOSED DEATH FROM SEWER POISONING.
MEMBER writes: A child, aged 2, on the night of January 7th presented the
following symptoms: Vomitil3g. sore tnroat, slight rash; no symptoms
of malignant scarlet fever. The child vomited and purged violently
during the night, and died suddenly early next morning after an illness
of twenty-four hours' duration. A hole in the corner of the room in
which the child lay communicated with the sewer and through it sewer
gas came. Post-mortem examination discovered nothing but gastro-
enteritis. Was death due to sewer poisoning? Are there any patho-
gnomonic post-mortem signs in death caused by sewer-gas oisoning, or
any records of such? Could bacteriological examination decide?

ANSWERS.

FAIR PLAY has omitted to send his name.
J.S.J.M.-Particulars as to the regulations of the University of Durham
for degrees in medicine will be found in the Educational Number of the
BRITISH MBDICAL JOURNAL, published on September 1st, 1894. We can-
not attempt to appraise the relative value of university degrees.

A COUNTRY MEMBER might select some fundamental problem In physi-
ology, like the circulation of the blood, respiration or digestion, for
the popular lecture he is to give. Huxley's Elementary Physiology would
give the details suited for a popular audience. Magic lantern slides or
a few simple experiments would add to the attractiveness of such a
lecture.

IRISHMAN.-Our correspondent will find particulars on the meth'od of
preparing organic liquids extracted from glands in an article by the
late Dr. Brown-Sdquard, published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
vol. i, 1893, pp. 1145 and 1212. Further information is contained in a
leading article published on p. 1279 of the same volume. The fluids are
prepared by Messrs. Bouty, 119, rue d'Aboukir, Paris; and the English
agents are Messrs. Roberts and Co., 78, New Bond Street, W.
EMBxBR can obtain histological slides from Mr. H. K. Lewis, 136, Gower
Street, W.C. The books usually read for the Intermediate M.B.Lon-
don and Primary Fellowship Examinations in Pbysiology are for general
physiology the textbooks of Foster. Landois and Stirling, or Waller;
for histology, Quain's Anatomy or Schafer's Essentials; for physiolo2ical
chemistry, Shea's Appendix to Foster's Physiology or Halliburton's Essen-
tia,ls. There does not appear to be a single book embracing all the sub-
divisions of the subject.

UNREGISTERED DENTISTS AND ANASTHETICS.
E.H.C.-The precise point of the case described in our correspondent's

letter does not appear to have hitherto been brought before the General
Medical Council and we cannot say what interpretation the Council
would put upon their covering resolutions In this connection. A per-
son not registered as a dentist is not forbidden by the law to practise
dentistry so long as he does not hold himself out to be a registered
dentist or a surgeon dentist. To give chloroform for an unregistered

person practising dentistry does not appear to be a clear case of cover-
ing of un4ualified practice. We should be disposed to recommend ourcorrespondent to bring the case to the notice of the President of theGeineral Medical Council, who would no doubt cause inquiry to bemade on the legal aspects of the subject.

INSANITY AFTER HYSTERECTOMY.
DR. E. D. SHIRTLIFF (Malvern) writes: In connection with Dr. Lawrie'sarticle on hysterectomy followed by insanity, I would like to mentionthat a few days ago a lady, in whose house 1 was attending, mentionedto me that she knew of a lady who had had her uterus removed foruterine tumour, which removal was followed by mental derangement.My Informant could not tell me the end of the case as she lost sight ofthe patient. I do not know either the patient's temperament or ante-cedents.

CARBOLIC ACIDS Nos. 1 AND 2.
DR. K. OSADA (Osaka, Japan).-The commercial varieties of carbolic acidin general use are known by numbers. No. 1 carbolic acid is of thesame degree of purity as absolute phenol, but occurs in solid acicularcrystalline masses. One part of either absolute phenol, or No. 1, willmake a perfect solution in 14 parts of water at 560F. These acids haveno disagreeable odour and are best adapted for surgical and medicaluse. No. 2 carbolic acid is in crystals and makes a clear solution in 18parts of water. It is suitable for many surgical purposes and as it hasno disagreeable odour and is less costly than No. 1 is adapted for usein the sick room. " Carbolic acid Nos. 1 or 2 Calvert" would refer to theacid manufactured by F. C. Calvert and Co., Manchester, England.

RULES OF FORESTERS' COURTS.
G.W.-A Foresters' Court might resolve not to pay sick allowance excepton the certificate of their own medical officer, but it would be ultravires to enact a rule that members should only be attended by thelatter in illness. A sick member could not decline to see the clubsurgeon if sent officially by the court but the duties of the latter wouldonly have reference to ascertaining the genuineness of the illness, andhe could have no right to interfere in the treatment of the case if thememberwere under the care of a legally qualified practitioner. If asick member uinder the care of a private practitioner put no obstaclein the way of the club surgeon coming to visit him he would, we ap-prehend, be able to recover from the court any sick pay due to him,notwithstanding rules made to the contrary.

HOME FOR PARALYSED PATIENT.
M. T. B.-From our correspondent's description the case seems veryunpromising for treatment, and we know of no institution, except thePoor-law Infirmaries, into which such a case would be received. Theduration and mode of onset are not stated. At the National Hospitalfor the Paralysed and Epileptic there is a male ward and also a femaleward, in which patients who cannot afford to pay for treatment athomeare received on payment of 21 is. a week, but admission is, we believe,restricted to cases in which there is a prospect of permanent benefit.The Secretary of the hospital, Mr. B. B. Rawlings, whose courtesy to theprofession is well known, might be able to afford some information.

PRACTICE iN GERMANY.
C. M. D. J.-Tn Germany a lad who intends to enter the professions of theChurch, law, or medicine must attend a gymnasium (upper school),and pass an examination in general knowledge-Latin, Greek, German,French, divinity. mathematics, physics, history, and geography. Afterpassing this examination the student may be accepted as an ordinaryfull student of a university. At the end of the fourth semester (secondyear) he can pass the first State examination (Tentamen Physicum),which embraces anatomy, physiology and physics, chemistry, botanyand zoology. In the tenth semester he may pass the State examination.In most universities the degree of M.D. can be obtained at the end ofthe eighth semester (fourth year)-that is, before the Staats Examen canbe passed. The degree of M.D. does not in itself confer a licence topractise in the German Empire. We believe that the Universities ofLeipzig, Gottingen, Heidelberg, and some others do not grant thedegree of M.D. except to persons who have passed the State examina-tion. The fee for the Tentamen Physicum is 21 16s.; for the final Stateexamination £10 68. The fee to the university for the M.D. degree variesbetween £15 and £25.

NOTES, LE¶r'IERS. Etc.

MEDICAL MEN AND TRANCE EXPERIMENTS.DR. W. ELLIOT RISDON (Chancery Lane, W.C.) writes: I noticed in aweekly paper that two medical men, whose names were given, were as-sisting to manage a " Trance " experiment at the Royal Aquarium. Theunfortunate subiect was to be hypnotised and kept without food ordrink for eight days, and in the meantime (of course always in the in-terests of science) reports signed by the medical men were presumablyto be issued. At all events one such report was published containing anote of the number of respirations, the rate of the pulse, and the con-dition of the pupils. In the case under notice the experiment, by theadvice of the professional attendants, terminated abruptly owing tosymptoms of heart failure, but I see the management hope to get amore suitable victim forthwith.
Surely it is time that members of the medical profession refused toassociate themselves with experiments on apublic platform the obviousaim of which is simply and solely to attract the public in spite of thepretence of scientific value with which these exhibitions are alwaysinvested.
I venture to think that the medical men In question, if they are notsatisfied as to the uselessness, not to say danger, of an inhibition of themental processes for a lengthened period might devote their attentionto the subject in the wards of a hospital. When they have arrived at

ERRATUM.--The price of Dr. Campbell's book on Headache, published byMr. H. K. Lewis, was, by a clerical error, stated to be 4s. 6d. in thereview published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 2nd.The price should have been given as 12s. 6d.
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