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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

QIERIESe

A PERPLEXING CASE.
'A MEMBER !writes: I shall feel obliged if some or your readers will give
their opinlon of the following case. I have been consulted about the
wifeof a professional gentleman of good standing and in comfortable
circamstances. She had two of a family-one aged 3 years, the other 6
months. She does not nurse. She imagines she is getting very thin,
and insists on taking tonics and fat-producing foods. No disease can
be detected, and she eats and looks well. But nothing pleases her;
she is suspicious of everyone, especially of her husband. She quarrels
with the servants. and wants to leave the place. She makes her hus-
band's life miserable, even going the length of throwing whatever she
has in her hand at him with great violence when in a temper. At times
she suddenly becomes very affectionate, which soon passes off. This
has been going on for two or three years, but she is getting much worse
of late. Herhusband Is verykind and considerate to ner, and she has no
ground for any real grievance. I am the only one he ever revealed his
mind to on the subject. She does not drink. Her age is about 27. Is
the disease moral, mental, or physical? What can be done for it.? She
had an aunt and cousin of a weak mind.

AN_WERS.

Du. JAMEs GARDNER.-We are unable to say whether a new edition of
Virchow'g Cellular Patiology is in preparation. It was announced in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL some years ago that the author in-
tended to have a new edition ready for the meeting of the International
Medical Congress in Berlin in 1890, but we have no further information
on the subject.

FOOD STUFF INSPECTION.
M&t. J. LAWREsCE-HAMILTON, M. R.C. S. (Brighton) writes: Permit me to
suggest to your correspondent " Quiero," in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL Of May 20th, that if he wishes to practically learn the art of
food stuff inspection, I would respectfully advise him to consider the
following proposals:

(1) That he should gain permission from the medical officer of health
for the City of London (Dr. Sedgwick Saunders) to attend the corpora-
tion market instructions or objective lessons given by the chief meat
inspector of the City of London, who, I believe, still takes his pupils
to the local slaughter-houses, where an immense amount of practical
knowledge can be obtained.
Some years ago I had the good fortune to be a pupil of Mr. Willianu

Wylde, then chief meat inspector of the corporation, whose book on
Meat Inspection I consider far superior to all others; its original illus-
trations are accurately drawn by hand, and admirably coloured as in
Nature.

2. 1 am not aware that the subject of the inspection of - Fish"
(aquatic and amphibian animals) has anywhere been seriously noticed
except in my now somewhat antiquated pamphlet on Imperishable Fre'sh
Fish, which I shall be happy to present to your correspondent should
he care to honour me with his name and address.
3 As regards the question of inspecting fruit and vegetables, I know

of no work which has hitherto scientiflcally dwelt upon this topic.
All fresh animal and vegetable foods can be kept healthy and made

imperishable by maintaining them iu various temperatures, which, in
eaah instance, is sufflclent to prevent bacterial life and their putrefac-
tive products.

NOTEB. LETTERS. EUte

THE DAILY NURSE.
TiE arrangements made by Miss C. J. Wood for supplying a "daily
nurse to meet the needs of medical practice among the middle class
and those of limited means has led a sympathetic correspondent to
send us the following:-
The daily nurse is a combination of the private nurse employed by

the wealthy and the district nurse, who itinerates (sic) among the
homes of the poor. Her field of labour is more particularly within
the circle of the middle class, that large and very important class.of
the community who are supposed to be self-sufflcing. whether for edu-
cational, philanthropic, or medical purposes. For the well-to-do there
is the private nurse, with her varying fees and her large sphere of
work; for the poor there is the hospital ward or the district nurse, but
the middle class are often unable to pay for or accommodate the one,
whilst their self-respect prevents their availirg themselves of the other.
It is hoped, then, that the daily nurse will bridge over this gap* by
working on the same lines as a district nurse, for such fees as will re-
munerate herself and yet be so moderate as to bring the services of a
trained nurse within the reach of those whose incomes a e not large.
The daily nurse vislts her patients from house to house, gives. suush
helP and eaves such instructions as may be required, and repeats the
visit again in the evenitg if it is requisite; by Lhis means the services
of the nurse are divided among several patients, hence the fee charged
to each may be moderate and yet remunerative; this also me9to the
often graver difficulty of the nurse's accommodation, for she sl6eps'in
the home from which she visits. Besides the daily work thus provided
for the nurse, the services of such a nurse would be ready for the minor
operations which are often so needlessly expensive because the nurse
has to be engaged by the week as well as boarded and lodged, though
the work that she has to do is of the lightest. Many a surgeon would
be glad of the servIces of a skilled nurse yet hesitates to ask for her,

fearing the charges for which his patient may be liable: but if he knows
that for a moderate fee a nurse will visit, have all ready for the opera-
tion, the patient prepared, and that after all is finished she will remain
until the patient is quite fit to be left, he may be glad to have such a
nurse. Ther,e are plso many other little offices for the sick that are
more efficiently rendered by the skilled than the unskilled hand; the

j:application of leeches, the dressing of wounds, administering enemata;
previously these smaller details of nursing have been done either by
the friends of the sick, or the private nurse has been engaged; the
daily nurse may now be employed who will do her work and leave.
The last offices for the dead are also the work of the daily nurse; it is
only the hospital nurse who can be fully acquainted with all the details
of this office, and no one is so competent to do it reverently and
decently as the-trained nurse. The experiment of the daily nurse has
now been tried for a year, and the scheme only needs to be more
widely known to be universally adopted, as the services of the nurses
have been in great request. Anyone desiring to obtain the services of
such a nurse should communicate with Miss C. J. Wood, 27, Percy
Street, W.

LETTERS, COMMUNICATIONS, ETC., have been received from:
(A) Mr. M. A. Adams, Maidstone; Mr. R. Anderson, London; Mr. F.
W. Andrewes, London; Mr. C. Allen, Bath; Mr. L. E. Austen, London
Dr. F. J. Allnn, London; Dr. H. J. Alford, Taunton; Dr. W. Alexander,
Liverpool. (B) Mr. H. T. Butlin, London; Beta; H. G. Barling, M.B.,
Birmingham; Dr. R. Blondel, Paris; Mr. T. B. Browne, London; Dr.
R. Bell, Glasgow; Mr. J. G. Brereton, Newport; Mr. G. V. Bishop,
Queensferry; J. M. Bramwell, M.B., London; Mr. J. Buck, Leeds;
Dr. W. Blair, Jedburgh; Mr. C. H. Byers, London; Miss M. Barclay,
M.D., Paris; Dr. C. E. Brown-S6quard, Paris. (C) Dr. J. Cargill,
Kingston; Dr. Cagney, Kingston Hill; Dr. W. H. Corfield, London;
Dr. R. Caton, Liverpool; Dr. H. J. Campbell, London; J. J. Clarke,
M.B., London; Dr. R. M. D. Cameron, Ardrishaig; Mr. F. B. H. Caud-
well, CoggleshalL (D) Dr. J. Dick, Harrington; W. R. Davison, M.B.,
Ballymena; Mr. H. P. Dunn, London; Dr. W. Duncan, London; Dr. J.
Dreschfeld, Manchester. (M) Dr. E. J. Edwardes, Horley; Dr. W Ed-
munds, London; E. P. Y. (P) Mr. E. H. Fricke, London. (0) General
Practitioner. (H) Dr. C. Holman, London; W. Hardman, M.B.,
Poulton-le-Fylde; Mr. W. R. Hilton, Durham; Mr. HI. F. Hurst,
Walker-on-Tyne; Mr. H. N. Hardy, London. (I) Irish Dispensary
Doctor. (J) Mr. F. W. Jordan, Stockport; Mr. E. James, London;
Dr. L. Jones, Cambridge; Mr. L. E. Jowers, St. Leonards. (K) T. N.
Kelynack, M.B., Manchester; Dr. Norman Kerr, London. (L) J.
Lloyd, M.B., Birmingham; Mr. R. R. Leeper, Rathdrum; Mr. C. H.
Leet, Liverpool; Mr. J. Lawrence-Hamilton, Brighton. (M) Dr.
Mackenzie, Inverness; Mr. W. Mackinnon, London; Member; Mr. J.
H. Menzies, London; Dr. R. Maclaren, Carlisle; Dr. D. Mackinder,
Gainsborough. (N) Dr. T. D. Nasmyth, Cupar; Nauticus; Miss K.
Nicholls, Ilfracombe; New South Wales Branch B. M. A., Honorary
Secretary of the, Sydney; Mr. A. Nicholls, Yeovil; Dr. A. Newsholme,
Brighton. (P) Mr. G. C. Peachey, Wantage; W. R. Pirie, M.B., Aber-
Ieen; Mr. W. W. Pryn, London; Mr. H. E. Powell, London; Dr. R.
W. Philip, Edinburgh. (R) Mr. H. Rowan, Bradford; Dr. A. Robin-
son, Rotherham; Mr. A. Rajasingham, London; Dr. T. Raven, Broad-
stairs; F. W. F. Ross, M.B., New Brighton; R. B. S. (O) Messrs.
Street and Co., London; Mr. E. Skeete, Brighton; C. Slater, M.B.,
London; Mr. S. G. Shattock, London; Dr. J. M. Smith, West Calder;
Dr. G. Sharp, Manchester; Dr. J. Strachan, Dollar; Dr. M. T. Sadler,
Barnsley; Mr. J. 0. Shemmonds, London; South Down; Dr. E. J.
Slade-King, llfracombe. (T) Dr. Hack Tuke, London; Dr. E. M.
.Tyrrell, Galashiels. (W) Mr. J. H. Wickham, Bournemouth; Mr. T.
Whalley, Edinburgh; Dr. G. S. Woodhead, London; Mrs. A. Wilson,
Manchester; Mr. E. B. Whitcombe, Birmingham; Dr. E. F. Willoughby,
*London; Mr. R. J. Windle, Liverpool; Dr. H. Woods, London; Mr. -C.
F. Williamson, Horley; Mr. A. Wear, Leeds; Mr. R. Weaver, London;
W. G. M.; Mr. P. F. Walsh, Callan; Dr. A. Wedderburn, Forfar. (Y)
E. S. Yonge, M.B., Lew Down, Devon, etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

ZoologY of the Invertebrata. By A. E. Shipley. London: A. and C. Black.
*193. 1s

Outlines of the Diseases of Women. By Dr. J. Phillips. London: Charles
GrIffiths and Co. 1893. 7s. 6d.

Yearbook of the Scientific and Learned Societies of Great Britain and
Ireland. Tenth annual issue. Charles Griffin and Co. 1893.

The Sanitary Inspector's Handbook. By A. Taylor. London: H. K.
Lewis: 1893.

The Treatment Qf Constitutional Syphilis. By Dr. 0. Ziemssen. Lonoon:H. K.' Lewis. 1893. 3s. 6d.
A Practical Textboolt of the Diseases of Women. By Dr. A. H. N. Lewers.

London: H. K. Lewis. 1893. los. 6d.
Alcohol and Public Health. By. Dr. J. J. Ridge. London: H. K. Lewis.

1893. 2s.
*** In forwarding books the publishers are requested to state the

selling prices.

ERRATUM.-In our last issue2 1073, column 1, lines 20, 21, the, words "is
votd down at the hands or," should not have been included in the in-
verted commasL
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