
961 MEDICALBJOUR.AL1 TIHE BURGHI POLICE (,SCOTLAND) ACT, 189'. I M1AY 6, 183

this would cause the death-rate to increase, as people would
sooner die than go to a medical man.

Sir THOMAAS LBA: All your medicine is made from herbs?
WrrNEss: Yes.
Mr. HOSIER: DO you undertake such cases as scarlet fever

and small-pox.
WITNESS: Oh, certainly.
Mr. HOsIEB: And midwifery?
WITNESS: I don't know; I don't myself.
Sir WALTER FOSTER: I suppose in serious cases you get a

qualified medical man to come in?
WITNBES: Most decidedly.
Sir WALTER FOSTER: It is possible that if a person died

under your care, you might be brought up on a charge of
manslaughter.
WITNBsS: It is possible, but not probable.
The inquiry was then adjourned.

ENGLISH HYGIENE AND EGYPTIAN
AUTHORITIES.

IN an able report lately presented to Parliament, Lord Cromer
expounds the financial situation and general condition of
Egypt, including many things of interest to the sanitarian,
and on the whole denoting a satisfactory amount of progress
in matters relating to public health. In the first place, the
finances of the country are in a most flourishing condition;
the reserve fund amounts to upwards of three millions and a
quarter sterling, and the average annual surplus for the last
-three years has been £814)000, " in spite of large reductions in
taxation."
Drainage of Cairo.-For some unexplained reason this great question

appears to be in abeyance; the sum of £50,000 which was voted in 1892
towards its accomplishment having been "economised." This is most
regrettable. It is necessary to proceed at once with the drainage works
'on account of the native inhabitants, and the requirements of the yearly
inereasing army of British visitors must also be taken into considera-
tion. As a speculation alone it will well repay the authorities to insist
on a little extra speed in this matter. It is said that the project is only
postponed, not relegated to the Greek Kalends; but we all know what
rocrastination means in the East. It is a great pity that Mr. Baldwin

Latham's scheme was not carried out. The appointment of an Inter-
mational Commission was fatal, but unhappily Egypt is still many
mastered. The plan approved by this Commission comprehends the
establishment of rigid drains constructed of brickwork or masonry. lt
provides for one pumping station only, so it is difficult to see how a
sufficient fall can be secured in so exceedingly flat a place as Cairo.
Considering the unstable nature of the alluvial soil on which the town
stands, the problem of building water-tight sewers is one of great magni-
Atude, involving much care in laying the foundations. Mr. Latham pro-
posed earthenware pipes with movable joints, and certainly this method
would seem to be infinitely preferable to massive conduits of large
dimensions.
Nile Re8ervoirs.-Another new department has arisen for the study of

storage reservoirs in Upper Egypt, with Mr. Willcocks at its head. Three
schemes are proposed for damming the Nile at different points, including
Shellal, where the famous Philee ruins would be submerged. There is a
fatal objection to the creation of reservoirs in the bed of the river itself:
,the contents would inevitably become contaminated. Mr. Whitehouse's
plan for impounding the superfluous flood water in the depression he
discovered in the Raiyan desert is quite free from this defect, and should
therefore receive support. This is a most important question, involving
the health and even the lives of millions.
Prison Department.-The Director of this branch, Dr. Crookshank Pasha,

As still required to work with most inadequate means. Throughout the
year the average daily number of prisoners was 6,286, but the budget at
the Director's disposal was only £27,000, or very little over £4 a head, not
including gaolers, etc. Life in Egypt can be supported for a very small
sum, but how can anyone with mortal powers only be expected to house,
clothe, feed, guard, and maintain when sick an army of prisoners for 2ld.
a head a day, including payment of establishment? It is no wonder there
should be a certain amount of overcrowding and dissatisfaction. Some
pf the great reserve fund might with great advantage be diverted in the
,direction of the Prison Department.

Drainage ofLand.-Some years ago our correspondent in Egypt drew at-
,tention to the necessity that fields should be drained as well as irrigated.
In this connection the following quotation will be read with interest:
." It is impossible to overestimate the benefits, direct and indirect, caused
by the better drainage of the country. The results are seen in the way
in which the taxes now come in, and in the increased yield of the crops
in the Deltatc provinces." Under the old system water was poured in
immense quantities over the land, but as there was no exit provided for
it the soil soon became saturated, the salt began to work its way upwards
to the surface, and disaster was imminent. The Government at once
,became alarmed; budgets were dockqd in every direction, including
that of the Sanitary Department, to procure the necessary funds; and
Ahe digging of drains was pushed forward with the utmost activity. The
.satisfactory result is now apparent, but the work is not yet completed.
" Much bas certainly been done," says Lord Cromer, "1 but very much yet
remains to do; the ordinary budget is only sufficient to meet the needs of
Irrigation works; drainage works cwe costly, owing to the heavy cubes of
earthwork and to tl,e massivenes8 of the masonnry wvork-8 required for carry-

ing them under the network of exisling eanals." The words we have
italicised are interesting with reference to the cairo draiuage sebeme. A
sewer to be efficacious must be watertight, and to secure this result in a
shifting medium the foundations must necessarily be very "massive"
and therefore "costly."
The Sanitary Department.-The British Consul-General devotes as usual

a considerable portion of his report to the sanitary department. A new
hospital has been constructed at Zagazig where it was greatly needed.
Kasr-el-Aini Hospital is to be repaired at an expense of 222,000; and the
Public Works Department have agreed to allow £14 000 for other necessary
works. The great Cairo hospital seems to be a counferpart of the mythical
monster that required yearly sacrifices. Very large suiLs have already
been expended in rendering this old barrack fairly suitable to the require-
ments of a hospital, but still it is far from perfect as regards situation or
otherwise, and now its very existence appears to be threatened. How
much better it would have been if the entirely new erection proposed by
the late director of the sanitary department at as cost of £70,000
had been carried out. Plans were submitted, and no doubt still
exist, which met with unanimous approval ; the new hospital would have
been cheap in the long run, but un aP pily the penny-wise policY of the
moment prevailed. A ublic disinfectig station is to be established in
the vicinity of Cairo. This is an excellent measure, for the present rough-
and-ready methods, though better than nothing, are not quite satisfac-
tory. The pa of the members of the department has been increased by
£3,000, " but the sum Is insufficient to carry out in its entirety a complete
reorganisation of the service...The per8onnel of the department still leaves
much to be desired, the faults being largely due 'to defective education.
Efficiency in the future will depend upon the class of medical men turned
out by the Cairo School of Medicine, on which the department is abso-
lutely dependent to fill its vacancies. It is, therefore, all-important that
the improvement in the curriculum of the school, introduced within
the last three years should be steadily maintained."
Local Sanitary Authorities.-According to Dr. Rogers Pasha a change has

come over the spiritofthemudirs and governorswhich is asextraordcnary
as itis satisfactory. Formerly the stereotyped formulae of these gentlemen
In their periodical reports was either "l'1tat sanitaire est parfait," or else,
"l'hygiene publique ne laisse rien b desirer." Now Dr. Rogers, quoted
by Lord Cromer, says: " Two mudirs have forwarded me schemes of im-
portant sanitary legislation * while all the mudirs and governors it has
been my pleasure to meet are unanimous in recognising the evils which
exist, and the necessity for their being remedied"

THE BURGH POLICE (SCOTLAND) ACT, 1892.
IT may be remembered that while this Bill was before Par-
liament last year it met with the most active opposition at
the hands of the Society of Medical Officers of HEealth for
Scotland. The measure was, in truth, an anachronism.
When first introduced ten years before, it was recognised
that, while badly drawn, it had yet considerable possibilities
of usefulness in it, and it obtained a good deal of support.
It was a Bill of over 500 clauses. Its title was then the Burgh
Police and Health Bill. Its introduction may be described
as the equivalent of an attempt to drive half a dozen coaches
abreast through Temple Bar. If it had been divided into a
Police and a Health Bill, it would have had considerable
chances of passing; but as an undivided Bill of 500 clauses,
a good many sections of the police part being of a highly con-
tentious nature, it knocked at the doors of St. Stephen for
many years in vain. At the time of its original introduction
there were no local authorities, worthy of the name, in rural
Scotland, and the idea underlying the whole Bill was that
suitable powers should be placed in the hands of the only
possibly efficient administrations-the burghs. But prior to
1892 a different condition of affairs had arisen. Under the
Local Government Act of 1888, an efficient system of local
government had been established in rural districts under
county councils and district councils, and the small burghs,
by reason of external changes, had become relatively the
least efficient local authorities in Scotland. The Bill of 1892
ignored all that had happened in the interval since its
original introduction, and proceeded as if the burghs were
the only possible local authorities. Its general efect was,
therefore, retrograde, and the Society of Medical Officers,
with the aid of Mr. Ernest Hart, Chairman of the Parliament-
ary Bills Committee, made every effort to secure the with-
drawal of the Bill, with the idea of securing the introduction
of two separate Bills-a Police Bill and a Public Health Bill-
for Scotland generally. But the country was on the eve of a
general election, and both political parties were desirous of
conciliating the burghs, who had long sought for the passage
of the Bill, and the most that could be secured, with the
assistance of Dr. Cameron, Dr. Farquharson, Dr. Clark, and
one or two other members, was the withdrawal of most of the
public health clauses, and the removal of the words "and
fHealth " from the title, so as to leave the way open, as far
as possible, for the introduction of a general Public Health
Bill.
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