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THE HIGHGATE SANITARY MUSEUI.
A musEum of sanitary appliances was established bome time ago at High-
gate, by the Horusey Local Board, for the guidance of builders and others
iterested, but It has lately been considerably enlarged, health lectures
and practical classes for plumbers have been commenced, and by means
of a gooc catalogue the museum has been rendered much more interestlng
to visitors. In many of the suburbs of London house-building is the
chief industry, and there can be no doubt about the immense importance
of the te(chnical education of the mason aud the plumber. But a sort of
object lesson education in sanitary matters is almost equally necessary to
the householder; for till he knows what can be done to make a house
sanitary and safe, and till he recognises to what perfection appliances for
that purpose have been carried, he is likely to remain a victim to the
jetry builder and his arts. An afternoon among the drain pipes, etc., of
the Highgate Mu eum will not be ill spent by auyone who wishes to see
the latest productions of our sanitary engineers.

TBE BAKEHOUSES IN THE DISTRICT (OF SOUTHWARK.
WITH reference to our remarks on this subject, Dr. Waldo writes to say
that he did not intend to convey that it was possible for the germs of
infectious maladies to resist the temperature of the baker's oven, but he
considered that, owing to the want of "proper conveniences, the journey-
mnan baker, not paTticularly clean in his person or habits. might easily
convey to the outside of the baked loaf, by means of his germ infested
hands sufflcient poison to bring on an attack of enteric fever or cholera,
given only the germs of such diseases within the sewage contaminated
bakehouse."

THE DUTIES OF MEDICAL OFFICERq OF HEALTH AND OTHER
PRACTITIONERS UNDER THE NOTIFICATION A(5T.

L.R.C B., LR.0, P.-1. A medical officer of health must be quialified in
medicine, surgery, and midwifery; but the Local Government Board
may for special reasons, waive this regulation in particular (ases, and
possibly such an exception has been made in the instance referred to.
2. As we have said so many times before, it is not the duty of the
medical officer of health to revise the notified diagnosis: it may beconme
right for himn to do so in exceptional cases, but not uoder ihe circum-
stances or in the manner indicated by our correspondent. 3 The notifi-
cation must state the disease from which, in the opinion of the certify-
ing practitioner, the patient is suffering. It is most undesirable that
such disputes should be brought into court. but if they were it would
probabls be only necessary to show that the diagnosis was made in goodfaith, and on reasonable grounds. 4. The Notitication Act has reference
only to diseases specified in the schedule, and fees can only be demanded
for notfication ot the diseases so specified; but an intimation of the
occurrence of doubtful and suspicious cases cannot but be helpful to
the medical officer of health.

DISINFECTING STOVES.
Ma. C. R. OWEN (Rushden).-Tbe following are the names and addresses of
some of the principal manufaeturers of disinfecting chambers: Messrs.
Thomas Bradford and (o., High Holborn, London; Mr. J. W. Lyon,
2, St Peter's Alley, (ornhill, E.C. MMesses. Mianlove, Alliott, and Co.,
57, Gracechurch Street, E.C. An apparatus in which hot air is employed
is also made by Messrs. Nelson, of Leeds.

DUPLTCATE CERTIFiCATES UNDER THE NOTTFTCATION ACT.
A CORRtSPONI-ENT sends us the following resolution recently passed by
a rural sanitary authority:
" That the multiplication of notiflcations of the existence of infectious

diseases of the same nature, at the same time, on the same premises, is
altogether unnecessary and therefore undesirable, and that one notice
would fully meet the objects and requirements of the Act."
*** There is no doubt that the Act requires tbat the medical attendant

should forward to the medical officer of health a certificate of each case
of notifiable infectious disease that he attends or is called in to visit,
and that the local authority is obliged to pay him for doing so. No ex-
ception is made with regard to cases in the same house or belonging to
the same family, and we are therefore of opinion that the sanitary
authoritybave no legal right to enforce the resolution they have passed.
The institution of legal proceedings is practically left to the discretion
of the sanitary authority, who can therefore resolve not to prosecute in
cases where notification has already been made aliiunde. They would
be wrong so to resolve as regards several' patients in one house, as
clearly information should be given of each patient. In any case, each
practitioner who sends a certificate is entitled to his fee, whether the
authority wish to pay or not.

L. B. W.-The degree of " M.B.Edin." fully qualifles for the post of health
officer to a district of 23,0oo inhabitants, since it testifies to the holder
of the degree being "legally qualified for the practice of medicine,
surgery, and midwifery," as required by Sec. 18 of the Local Govern-
ment Act of 1888.

L.R.(C P.-Some sanitary authorities appear to witbhold payment in re-
spect of certificates under the Notification Act until claim has been
preferred. Our correspondent would most certainly not be justified in
refusing to certify. A claim for fees due, we feel pretty confident,
would speedily be met.

A LADY practitioner, Dr. Sarah E. Sharman, has been
elected President of the Massachusetts Surgical and Gynae-
cological Society.

OBITUARY,
SURGEON-GENERAL P. M. ALLEN, F.R.C.S.

WiE regret to record the death of Surgeon-General P. M. Allen,
Deputy Inspector-General of Army Hospitals, late of the
3rd and 7th Dragoon Guards, F.R.C.S.Eng., wthich took place
at his residence, Welbourn Hall, on March 17th, one week
after an apoplectic seizure. The deceased, who had resided at
Welbourn since 1870, was the fourth son of Charles Allen,
E.sq., B.A.Cambridge, of Long Buckhy, Northamptonshire,
and Earl Shilton, Leicestershire. He received a private edu-
cation, and studied at St. Bartholomew's and St. George's
Hospitals. He entered the service at an early age; his first
commission was in the Cape Mounted Rifles. Throughout
the Kaffir campaign of 1842 and 1843 he rendered the most
valuable service, especially in connection with the taking of
the rebel chiefs Vandilla and Maccomo. In this campaign
he was wounded, being shot through the thigh. One of the
most heroic and noble acts of his life was when, with the
greatest peril to himself, he saved the life of Colonel (after-
wards General) Sir Henry Somerset, riding to his assistance
when surrounded by hostile Kaffirs, anid cutting down two
with his own sword. He received the medal " South Africa,
1853." For several years he was in India, and passed through
the terrible days of the mutiny. Here again he was remark-
able for his courage.
Mr. Allen was a kinsman of the well-known Colonel Fred

Burnaby, whom he strongly resembled, and claimed the same
origin, being 19th in descent from Edward I, according to
Foster's Genealoyical Collection. He was fond of field sports,
shooting especially. He attained the ripe age of 78 on March
2nd. His wish that he might pass away quickly was, to a
certain extent, gratified. He married, first, Caroline,
daughter of Mr. C. Taylor, and, secondly, Mary, daughter of
the Honorable Thomas McCombie, M L.A., M.E.U., Mel-
bourne, Australia, who s'urvives him. His brother (lately
deceased), Surgeon-General F. F. Allen, M.D., C.B., was
honorary physician to the Queen. The fuLneral service at
Welbourn Church was largely attended.

THE death is announced of Mr. Horace Cooper, M.R.C.S.
Eng., L.S.A. In the earlier part of his professional career the
deceased was Surgeon to the Reading Dispensary, but subse-
quently went into practice at Marlborough, for which borough
he was Medical Officer of Health and a Justice of the Peace.
THE death is reported of Dr. George Donaldson, of Clonti-

bret, co. Monaghan, at the early age of 27. The deceased,
who was the son of Dr. Robert Donaldson, was a graduate of
Arts, Medicine, and Surgery of Trinity College, Dublin, and
held the post of Medical Officer to the Castleshane Dispensary
District. The funeral, which took place on April 21st, was
largely attended.

THEi death is announced of Dr. Edward Gumpert, of Man-
chester, at the age of 59. The deceased, was a native of
Hesse and took the degree of M.D. at Wurzburg in 1855. He
had long been resident in Manchester and was a naturalised
British subject. Dr. Gumpert, who was (Consulting Physician
to the Clinical Hospital for Diseases of Women anid Children,
Manchester, was well known and respected amongst the (.er-
man residents in Manchester.
IT is with great regret that we record the death of Dr. H.

Dryden Buchanan, of Thirsk, who died of pneumonia after a
short and severe illness. He was the eldest son of Dr. J. H.
Buchax.an, J.P., of Thirsk. The deceaMed, after a successful
course of study both in' the London and Glasgow medical
schools, took his degree of M.B. in 1885, and in the same year
began practice in Sowerby and Thirsk as his father's
colleague. His funeral, in Sowerby churchyard, was attended
by over 500 of his friends and neighbours.
THE annual meeting of the 6outti- West German Neurolo-

gical and Psychiatric Society will be held this year at Baden-
Baden on June 3rd and 4th.
COUNT ANATOL ORLOFF DAVIDOFF has given 50,000 roubles

(£5,000) to the St. Petersburg Institute of Experimental
Medicine to be applied towards the discovery of a method of
suppressing cattle plague.

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.1687.936-d on 29 A
pril 1893. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

