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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRBENT WEEK'S JOUBNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON TaURSDAY MORNING.

COMMuNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters shouldbe addressedto the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-dplivery of the JOUBNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHoRs desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRmsH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communlcate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDBR ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-WO shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

a Querie8, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH; MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted will be
found under their respective headings.

QtERIES.

DER3MOID CYSTS.
INQUIRER asks where he can get the best description of dermoid cysts.

*** Doran's 1umours of the Ovary (Smith, Elder and Co.) contains
trustworthy information on this head.

DR. E. CAMPBELL HEARNE (Worple Road, Wimbledon) writes: I should
be glad if any of your readers could tell me of a home for an old man
suffering from Monibre's disease. He could pay 8s. or 9s. a week.

HOWDENSHIRE asks for advice as to the advantages of Wildbad in the
treatment of chronic rheumatism or rather rheumatoid arthritis in a
patient who has suffered for over twelve years.
*** The case mentioned is not a promising one for any bath, but Wild-

bad is as good as any that could be tried.
MR. DAVID HADDEN, F.R.C.S.I. (Wexford) asks where he can obtain re-

liable information as to the sanitary condition and healthfulness of
Lyme Regis. Teignmouth, Sidmouth, Torquay, Babbacombe, Exmouth,
Kingswear, Dartmouth, and Plymouth.
*** The medical officer of health for each place would best be able to

supply the desired information.
SMALL-POX HOSPITALS IN LONDON.

DR. MEAD (Hornsey) asks where he can obtain informationas to small-
pox hospitals in London?

* In reply to the above inquiry, we are informed by Mr. Mallett,
Assistant Clerk to the Metropolitan Asylums Board, that at the present
time all small-pox cases requiring hospital treatment and occurring in
the metropolis (except cases received at the hospital at Highgate,
which is not under the control of the Board), are sent to the managers'
hospital ships at Long Reach, unless the condition of a patient should
be such as to necessitate his retention in London, and then he is de-
tained at the South-Eastern Hospital, Deptford, until in a fit condition
to be removed to the hospital ships. The managers have recently
adopted a series of recommendations for miiaking the hospital ships
available for clinical instruction, and these regulations are now await-
ing approval of the Local Government Board. Should Dr. Mead desire
to visit the small-pox hospitals, he should make application to Dr.
Birdwood, the Medical Superintendent, Hospital Ships, Long Reach,
Dartford. Kent.

SCHOOL FOR FEEBLE-MINDED CHILD.
Lux asks if there are any schools or institutions for the education of a
child, mentally deficient, aged 6. The parents are middle-class people,
and could pay a little.
*** We presume the parents wish to get their child into some public

institution. Darenth is out of the question as the parents do not live
in London. Application might be made to the Secretary of the Earls-
wood Asylum, Redhill, Surrey, or to the Secretary of the Star Cross
Idiot Asylum, Exeter. The Lancaster, Colchester, and Knowle Idiot
Asylums only take in cases belonging to their district.

BooKs ON LEPROSY.
STAFF-SURGEON HOWARD TODD, R N., would be very much obliged for
the names of the latest and best works on leprosy in the English
language.
*** Thin's Leprosy, Percival and Co., published in 1891, and Hillis, on

Leprosy in British Guliana, published by Churchill in 1881, are recent

English works on leprosy. Some of the papers published in the
Journal of tihe Lepro8y Investigration Committee are interesting and in-
structive.

TREATMENT OF VARICOSE VEINS OF THE LEG.
A MEMBER asks how to prevent an ordinary elastic bandage for varicose
veins from slipping down and becoming displaced after the wearer
having walked about for an hour or so-this being especially the case
when the bandage has been carried above the knee.
"A Member" will overcome his difficulty by taking care to recom-

mend a well-fitting stocking of firm material, which should be made
according to measurement, taken in each case whilst the superficial
veins are empty, and after the affected limb has been for some hours at
rest. A stocking thus made should not give more trouble than a well
applied elastic bandage.

EXAMINATION FOR ACCIDENT TNSuRANCE COMPANIES.
ASSUJRANCE writes: In a case of an accident caused by a fall, the patient
made a claim against the Accident Assurance Company, in which he is
assured. The regular medical attendant signed the usual certificate
stating nature of injuries, etc. Yet in a few days another medical
gentleman comes in to examine the case on behalf of the Assurance
company, ithout the knowledge of patient or doctor. Is this usual
where the claim is not more than £5 ? Would it not be better to consult
the usual medical attendant first ?
*** We are informed that it is the custom, and one which Is to the ad-

vantage of all parties,;that the medical officer representing the assura
ance company should see the pat!ent's medical man in the flrst instance,
and, if necessary, examine the patient in the presence of his medical
adviser. The amount of claim does not affect the question.]

ALNSWERS.

INQUIRER.-We know nothing of anysuch case. Inquiry might be addressed
to Dr. Roux, Institut Pasteur, Rue Duphot,Paris* but statements of this
kind are so frequently made without foundation that they are not
worthy of notice. The whole statistics of the Pasteur treatment, with
results in every case, may be found in the Annales de l'institut Pasteur,
which can be consulted in the Library of the British Medical Asso-
ciation.

INDUCTION OF PREMATuIRE LABOUR.
W.-Hegar's dilators ore not suitable for the induction of premature
labour. Champetier de Ribes's bag is intended for this purpose; its ad-
vantages will be found described in papers by Drs. Herman and
Spencer, published in the BRITISH MEDICALJOURNAL of January 7th, 1893.

LADY DISPENSERS.
A COUNTRY DISPENSER writes: In reply to " G. N. R.," a lady has been
advertising in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for such a position for
some weeks now, but seemingly without much success, as the adver-
tisement appears again this week. If "GG. N. R " will consider the
salaries paid to and the length of hours male dispensers have to work,
I think she will find such occupation hardly suitable for a well educated
lady.

VACCINATION ON THE LEG.
WE have received letters from Dr. Geo. Willett (Keynsham) and Dr.
Maude (Westerham) stating that they had frequently vaccinated infants
on the leg. Both writers point out the danger of contamination by
exereta. Either the sitq of inoculation must be protected, or, as Dr.
Willett points out, the dejecta should be received in some antiseptic
material, such as medicated wool.

DR. JOHN GABE (Bewdley) thinks that much opposition to vaccination
would be obviated by vaccinating on some covered part of the body,
such as the leg, and thus avoiding disfigurement of the arm.

SUBNORMAL TEMPERATURE IN MYXmDEMA.
DR. McLEAN.-The fact that the temperature is frequentlylsubnormal In
myx0cedema is, we believe, generally recognised. In the Report on
Myxzedema, issued by the Clinical Society, it is stated that "the tem-
perature in myxcedema is almost always subnormal, although it may
now and then rise to the normal standard, or even a degree or two
higher. Even in such cases the average temperature over a longperiod
will almost invariably be found subnormal. In not a few the occur-
rence of normal temperature was associated with conditions such as
phthisis, which would have, In ordinary persons. produced a rise of
temperature above the normaL In a word, a temperature of about98.60
in myxcedema may be generally taken to indicate pyrexia."

NOTES. LETTERS. Etc.

MR. STARTIN (London) writes to say he has not given Permission to a
certain hair restoring cornpany advertising in the Queen and other
papers to use his name, and has written to the Queen and the company
in question to this effect.

MR. JOHNraL SPEI}R (Gateshead) writes: Although some antivaccinators
have made statements that are wild and erroneous, yet there are many
sensible men among them.
*** Mr. Speirs's acknowledgment of the " wild and erroneous state-

ments" goes some way to prove that there may be at least one sensible
man among the opponents of vaccination. We would be glad to have
fr3m Mr. Speirs a list of the " wild and erroneous statements," and
also a reference to the authority for the statement which he makes
regarding the " eminent public vaccinator."

A CORRECrION.-In the list of examiners appointed to conduct the ex-
aminations for the Army Medical Staff, Dr. T. W. Shore should have
been described as of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, not St. Thomas's.
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