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believe that treatment has sometimes arrested the disease,
particularly in the early stages.-J am, etc.,

PHINEAS S. ABRAHAM,
Honorary Secretary Special Committee National Leprosy Fund.

Cavendish Square, W., March 13th.

CUMULATIVE PENALTIES UNDER THE VACCINA-
TION ACT.

SIR,-Will you permit me to express a hope that medical
practitioners will lose no time in writing to their representa-
tives in Parliament, asking them to vote against the repeal of
the Act for accumulative penalties for non-compliance with
vaccination ? There is now no time to be lost. They will of
course be inundated with the false statements of the anti-
vaccinators. It is to be regretted that those in the right are
not more active in disseminating truths.-I am, etc.,

Worcester, March 6th. W. WOODWARD, M.D.

INDISCRIMINATE SALE OF LAUDANUM.
SIR,-Last Sunday a person called at my house and asked

to purchase some laudanum. On inquiring, I found the
drug was intended for an infant a year old; that it had been
administered since birth, as otherwise the child would not
sleep, and that at present 8 drops were given as a dose. This
case exhibits the extreme laxity with which the law is en-
forced relating to the sale of poisons in Belfast. Laudanum
can be purchased in any quantities at 3d. an ounce, and is
regarded as a household remedy. The cheapness has sug-
gested to me that the common preparation is deficient either
in spirit or in opium. If the latter be the case, had I sup-plied tr. opii of proper standard the infant might have had
the sleep that " knows no wakening." It seems to me that
wholesale chemists who manufacture laudanum of deficient
strength are equally guilty with those who retail it indiscri-
mninately.-I am, etc.,
Connswater. Belfast. March 13th. R. M. FRASER. B.A.. M.B.

CHOLERA NURSES.
SIR,-The comments on Her Royal Highness the Princess

Christian's scheme for enrolling a body of nurses for attend-
ance on cases of cholera which have appeared in some of your
contemporaries in London and the provinces have led to mis-
apprehensions on the subject which might lead to confusion
when the time for action arrives. We therefore venture to ask
youto be so good asto make it knownthrough yourcolumnsthat
Her Royal Highness's scheme does not involve the assump-
tion by the Royal British Nurses' Association of the functions
of an institution for the supply of nurses to the public; that
the Special Committee of the Association does offer to act as
a central means of communication between sanitary authori-
ties and nurses in all parts of the country who may desire
to join in the common effort to meet the expected epidemic;
that the suggestions relating to the provision which should
be made for nurses by the local authorities in the matter of
remuneration and in other respects were formulated in con-
ference with the Council of the Society of Medical Officers of
Health, and have been issued to sanitary authorities only;
and that it is understood that the expenses incurred in ttle
employment of nurses will not only be chargeable to the
rates, and therefore not be incident on individuals, but also
will be payable direct to the institutions to which they may
be affiliated, or to the nurses themselves in cases in which
they may happen to be unattached.-We are, etc.,

W. BEZLEY THORNE, M.D.,
GRACE GORDON,

March 14th. Honorary Secretaries.

INUNCTION AS A PROPHYLACTIC IN SCARLET
FIVER.

SIR,-The question of the value of inunction as a prophy-
laxis in scarlet fever is so important, that I trust Dr. Thresh's
letter will induce others to record their experiences. To my
mind the most important paper ever written on this subject
was one by Dr. Jamieson, of Edinburgh, who, as Phsician to
the City Fever Hospital, spoke with authority. In this paper,
which appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of June
11th, 1887. he stated that he believed it was possible to so
effectually disinfect the throat and skin of a patient as to
render isolation, even from the outset, unnecessary. He ad-

vocated the frequent application to the throat of a saturated
solution of boracic acid in glycerine, and to the entire surface
of the skin, including the head, after the daily warm bath, of
an ointment composed of carbolic acid gr. xxx, thymol gr. x,
vaseline 3 j, simple ointment 3 j. In proof of the efficacy of
his treatment he gave numerous instances. In 1891, in answer
to my inquiries, Dr. Jamieson assured me that nearly four
years' further experience had fully borne out the value of the
method, and that many of his medical brethren had written to
him in its favour, and had cited instances in their experience
in which its efficacy seemed undoubted.
Emboldened by these views, I have in my own practice

given up my former plan of isolating patients until all peeling
had ceased, and have as a rule allowed them to mix with
others about the end of the fifth week, impressing on them
the necessity of continuing the daily disinfection until the
skin was quite clear; in several instances this has resulted in
the shortening of quarantine by two or three weeks, an enor-
mous boon to all concerned. Medical men with large family
practices must meet with cases where anything like complete
isolation is impossible, thus affording them the opportunity
of testing to the full one or other plan of daily disinfection,
and I feel sure their experience, if recorded, would prove of
the highest interest and value to all of us. I may add that I
do not believe that any plan of loral disinfection is likely to
be successful among the poor, as I doubt whether they could
ever be induced to carry out any method with the thorough-
ness and accuracy required.-I am, etc..
Oxford, March 8th. WM. COLLIER, M.D.

THE PASSAGE OF BILE IN CASES OF OBSTRUCTIVE
JAUNDICE THROUGH THE LYMPHATICS.

SIR,-When looking through an old book entitled "A
Treatise on the Structure, Economy, and Diseases of the
Liver," the third edition of which was published in 1803, by
Dr. Williams Saunders, Senior Physician to Guy's Hospital,
I found the following experiment recorded.
The hepatic duct of a dog was tied, and two hours later,

when the animal was killed, it was found that the absorbents
were distended with fluid of a bilious colour, and their course,
which was very conspicuous, could be traced to the thoracic
duct.
This is probably the earliest published proof that the bile,

when there is obstruction of the ducts, passes by the lymph.
atics into the general circulation through the thoracic duct.
Tiedemann and Gmelin and other pathologists have since
then repeated these observations. Dr. Vaughan Harley, in
his paper upon " Toxemic and Obstructive Jaundice," which
was published in thle BnITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for August
20th of last year, and by which our knowledge of the subject
was considerably advanced, appears to be of opinion, how.
ever, that it had only recently been ascertained that the bile,
in cases of obstructive jaundice, passed along the lymphatics.
Dr. Saunders appears also to have taken much interest in
chemical questions, and to have examined bile and other
substances with great care, but the results at which he
arrived have now only an antiquarian interest.-I am, etc.,

St. Thomas's Street, S.E., March 13tb. G. NEWTON PIIT.
MEDICAL CHARITIES AND THE WORKING CLASSES.
Sra,-In your article of March 11th on " Medical Charities

and the Working Classes," speaking of this charity you say
"its accumulated funds (which are here calculated as pro-
ducing an income of £5,781); " but you have not taken the
whole of the sentence from the Gazette, which states:
" £5,781 as the income accruing from funded properties,
legacies, and the subscriptions of the well-to-do." You
will see by our report, which I enclose, that the interest for
the year was only £780.-I am, etc.,

ALIX. FORREST,
March 13t Secretary, General Dispensary, Birmingham

THE HYGIENIC IMPORT OF COBWEBS.
Sra,-While hygienists go to so much trouble in planning out

and applying the means of obtaining the suspended matters
in the air of an apartment, it is not generally known that a
very good idea of the nature of such matters may be formed
from the microscopical examination of any cobwebs that may
be within reach. Indeed, every spider may be regarded as the
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