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moval of sanitary defects in India as elsewhere is, no doubt,
of the very last importance in checking zymotic visitations
generally, by breaking up the storage and culture ground of the
disease germs. But the elimination of the factor of individual
receptivity is not the less a high aim in a practical sani-
tarian. No academic theorising at Simla on incongruous sta-
tistics will exonerate the Government from the plain duty of
enforcing universal vaccination in infancy, and revaccination
as age weakens the intensity of the original protection.-I
am, etc., J. OGILVY, M.D.,
Canford Cliffs, Dorset, Feb. 28th. Surgeon-General.

" SMALL-POX SEEDS."
SIR,-The Star objects to the following statements in the

BRITISHE MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 25th, as contra-
dictory:-

1. " The statement actually made was explicit. It was that
sanitation alone was absolutely useless against small-pox."

2. "Needs no-proof that isolation, effective sanitation, and
disinfection are of considerable avail in the prevention of
small-pox."

I would submit that these statements are quite compatible
with each other, and with the facts of the case. No amount
of sanitationper se will stay the spread of small-pox, and in
the face of a widespread epidemic, even when fortified by
isolation and disinfection, the disease, with its then intensi-
fied infective power, is apt to overleap the barriers. Surely the
fairest way of testing the protective power of sanitation would
be to take a number of persons dwelling together, presumably
under similar circumstances as to sanitation, in a town
attacked by small-pox, and divide them into two classes-the
vaccinated and unvaccinated-and see the incidence of the
disease on the two groups.

Dr. Barry, in his evidence before the Royal Commission on
Vaccination, stated that in the town of Sheffield, in the late
epidemic, the incidence of small-pox on the whole population,
divided into the vaccinated and unvaecinated respectively,
was as follows:

Vaccinated. Unvaccinated.
Of the 268,397 persons returned as Of the 5,715 persons of all ages re-

vaccinated 4,151, or 1.55 per cent., turned as unvaccinated. 552, or 9.7
had been attacked by small-pox, per cent., had been attacked by
and 200, or 0.07 per cent., had died. small-pox, and 274, or 4.8 per cent,

had died.
Again, dividing the population into age periods, the attack

rate on those under 10 was 4.3 in the vaccinated, as compared
with 143.8 in the unvaccinated; the deaths in these two
clasQes were as 0.1 in the vaccinated to 46.6 in the unvacci-
nated, or as 1 to 466. The attacks in those over 10 years of
age bore the relation of 20.5 in the vaccinated to 159 in the
unvaccinated, or as 1 to 7; and the death-rate was as 1 in the
vaccinated to 48 in the unvaccinated. These figures speak, I
think, for themselves as regards the protection from small-
pox afforded by sanitation alone, as compared with vaccina-
tion and sanitation.
The periods taken for comparison as to the incidence of

small-pox are not " cooked," as the Star writer alleges, but
were taken from the Forty-third Annual Report of the Regis-
trar-General, and were so divided by him for the reasons pre-
viously advanced.

It is quite true that vaccination was compulsory in the
period ending 1871, and that when offenders were caught they
were proceeded against and fined, but it was not till after this
period, when the appointment of vaccination officers was
made compulsory on boards of guardians, that there existed
any adequate machinery for looking up offenders against the
law.

If the reduction in small-pox death-rates were due to sani-
tation, we should expect to find the virulence of the
disease in the unprotected to be also declining, and yet we
find the contrary to be the case, and the mortality in the
unvaccinated attacked with small-pox higher than it ever
was.
Has the Star never heard of the crucial experiments that

were undertaken,in the early days of vaccination in the
beginning of the century, at the London Small-pox Hospital,
when some thousands of children were vaccinated with cow-
pox lymph, and subsequently inoculated with small-pox virus
without taking the disease?
With regard to India, if the Blue Books had been further

searched, the Star correspondent would have found very dif-
ferent evidence; though arguments derived from experience
in India as to vaccination are by no means applicable to more
temperate climates, owing to the difficulty of keeping the
vaccine virus in active condition when subjected to the
extreme heat of that country.

I do not think we need go into ancient history as to what
Jenner thought when he first propounded his great dis-
covery; for he was forced to modify his original opinions,
and Sir J. Simon was well known to hold extreme views
on the subject. Does the Star correspondent think that
he and what I cannot help characterising as a handful of fad-
dists are right and the rest of civilised Europe wrong as to the
benefits to be derived from vaccination; or that the en-
lightened Prussian Government would have made revaccina-
tion practically compulsory upon its subjects without duly
weighing the evidence for and against the operation ?-I am,
etc., HERBERT GOUDE.
Small-pox and Vaccination Hospital,

Highgate Hill, N., March 1st.

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION.
SIR,-I have anxiously waited for the appearance of the

current BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL to see whether Dr. Hugh
Woods's letter of February 19th would be officially contra-
dicted. He details a state of affairs which is most alarming,
and, as his statements have been allowed to pass unchal-
lenged, we can but assume that the Union is in a perilous
state. Here, on the one hand, we are shown a decreasing
income, and on the other unmeasured and increasing liabili-
ties. The report of the annual meeting in yourcoumns is
still more unsatisfactory reading. Notwithstanding the crisis
in the affairs of the Union, only thirty-two members appear
to have taken the trouble to attend, out of a nominal roll of
nearly 2,500. As one who was prevented from attending on
the 22nd, I feel deeply grateful to the proposer and seconder
of the motion for adjourning the meeting for two months. I
do sincerely trust that every member will not only make a
point of attending the adjourned meeting, but will then vote
for assimilating the management of the Union to (let us say)>
the " Medical Assurance Society," which, if a less ambitiou,.
is certainly a more stable institution. Especially would I
urge the selection of a later hour for meeting than has
hitherto been the rule. By holding the meetings in the
afternoon, the interests of the London have hitherto been
sacrificed to those of the provincial members. Above all, I
know as a fact that if the leaders of the opposition to the-
official ring will only issue a "whip," they will find themselves
amply supported, and the impending ruin of the Union may
perhaps be averted.-I am, etc., AN OLD MEMBER.
March 5th.
*** The adjournment will, it is hoped, facilitate the settle.

ment of the pending financial questions, and facilitate some
useful measures of reorganisation, but " impending ruin"
is a phrase which is far from accurately describing the posi-
tion of the society. t

WAKING SUGGESTION.
SIR,-In Mr. Ernest Hart's clever and exhaustive exposure-

of the humbug of modern mesmerism lately published I
steadfastly believe; but I cannot accept the conclusions of
some of the authors whom he quotes as to the influence of
" suggestion " upon hysterical people who are troubled with
neuralgia. He quotes M. Babinski as saying: " Hypnotism
may serve in the treatment of hysterical manifestations, but
it must be acknowledged also that even in affections of this
class hypnotic practice does not give brilliant results.......He
groups hysterics from the therapeutic point of view into two
distinct classe3. To the first belong the great number of
hysterical pe sons who are not capable of being hypnotise'd
Some of these are no doubt subject to the very old-fashior edi
influence of suggestion in the waking state...... In the seec ndi
class are the hysterics, persons who can be hypnotised, and
these present numerous varieties. Some of them, especially
those subject to hysterical neuralgia, are very rebellious to
'suggestion,' etc."
I have not found them a,t all rebellious. During the last

twenty years I have repeatedly had patients suffering from
facial neuralgia, sometimes springing from the sabprarbitab
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