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REVIEWSI
TBmERcULosIs OF BONES AND JOINTS. By N. SENN, M.D.,
Professor of Surgery, Rush Medical College, Chicago.
Philadelphia and London: F. A. Davison. 1892. Roy. 8vo.
504 pp. 22s. 6d.

PROFESSOR SENN begins his book with remarks on the early
history of tuberculous affections of bones and joints. The
more recent history of the pathology, etiology, and treatment
of these diseases appear under their respective headings.
In this section of the volume reference is almost confined to
the labours of German surgeons, and in this country to Mr.
Watson Cheyne; the work done by the majority of French and
English authorities on the subject is meagrely noticed. In
Chapters IX to vrI the author gives a lucid account of the
bacteriology of tubercle and of the pathological changes it
causes in various structures. These chapters are illustrated
by some beautiful coloured plates taken from the works of
Professors Koch and Baumgarten.
In Chapter vrir Professor Senn treats of the topography of

bone and joint tuberculosis, and arrives at the conclusion
that in by far the greater number of cases the disease com-
_nences in the soft structures contained in the cancellous tis-
.sue of bones, a fact insisted on by Mr. Macnamara and by
Mr. Greig Smith in this country, and by Volkmann in Ger-
mniany. It is satisfactory to find Professor Senn strongly
insisting on this point, for it is of the greatest importance in
leading to correct principles upon which to base a rational
system of treatment. Great stress is rightly laid on the con-
sideration of the lining membrane of tuberculous cavities in
bone (abscesses). This membrane consists of a fragile struc-
ture composed largely of heaps of miliary tubercles, as shown
at page 56 of the volume before us, from a drawing by
Volkmann.
In Chapters IX and x, Professor Senn describes the forma-

tion of sequestra, diffase osteomyelitis, and discusses the
-etiology of tuberculous bone and joint affections. He is of
opinion that primary tuberculosis of these structures is sel-
dom, if ever, met with, the bronchial glands being the most
-common seat of the primary lesions. He holds, on the other
hand, that traumatisms are only exciting elements in the
production of bone tuberculosis, an opinion long since
emphatically enunciated by the best authorities on the sub-
ject both in this country and on the Continent.

Chapters xi to xxiv are occupied with details and cases
illustrating treatment and symptoms of tuberculous diseases
of the various joints and bones. Professor Senn has re-
peatedly met with cases of tuberculous spondylitis com-
,mencing after the age of puberty, and gives references, at page
* 355, to the opinion of Mr. H. Marsh and Sir James Paget in
-4avour of these ideas. The cases hitherto published in sup-
port of this doctrine, however, appear to be deficient in
*evidence of the presence of tubercles in the affected verte-
brae, though there can be no reason why tubercles should not
-form in osseous tissues after the adult period of life. Dr.
Senn regards the German plan of treating tuberculous dis-
eases of bones and joints, including abscesses. by means of
iodoform injections as one of the "most brilliant achieve-
ments of modern surgery." Krause recommends the follow-
ing mixture-iodoform sub. pulveris 50.00, mucil. gummi
arb. 2.00, glycerine 83.00, aq. destil. 500.00. Sig. 10 per cent.
iodoform mixture; to this he adds 1 per cent. of carbolic
acid. Farther reference is made in this volume to treatment
of this description, demonstrating the fact that the subject
was constantly before the author's mind. He recommends
that the diseased structures or abscesses should be opened
under strict antiseptic precautions, thoroughly washed with
a 3 per cent. solution of boric acid, a 10 per cent. mixture of
iodoform in glycerine injected, and the opening closed with
pledgets of antiseptic cotton and iodoform collodium. In
the case of diseased joints, the thickened capsule and tissues
round the joint should be injected in various places with
from 2 to 6 centimetres of the mixture, and from 10 to 30
centimetres passed into the cavity of the joint.
Professor Senn speaks highly of Thomas's splint in the

treatment of hip-joint disease, and his remarks oil the
mechanical appliances, and their adaptation to limbs affected

with tuberculous disease are practical and to the point. The
operative treatment of these cases occupies the twenty-fifth
and five following chapters, and the remaining seven chapters
are devoted to the consideration of tuberculosis of special
bones and joints, so that the work contains a complete and
full account of the subject. We need hardly remark that,
coming from so eminent a surgeon as Professor Senn, the
contents of this volume will be carefully studied by surgeons
practising in all parts of the world. The plates contained in
the volume are well executed; most of them are taken from
the works of German authors. In a second edition of this
book it would be well to remove all references to authors from
the text, to footnotes; in their present position they are out
of place and inconvenient, although of the greatest value in a

work of this kind.

A NEW PRONOUINCING DICTIONARY OF MEDICINE. By JOHN
M. KEATING, M.D., LL..D., etc., and HENRY HAMrLTON,
with the collaboration of J. CHALMERS DA COSTA, M.D.,
and FREDERICE A. PACKARD, M.D. With an Appendix.
Edinburgh and London: Young J. Pentland. 1892.
Roy. 8vo. 818 pp. 18s.

WE have not transcribed the whole of the very lengthy title
of this book, because in the first place it would take up a

great deal of space, and in the aecond it contains statements
and epithets which only impartial persons, such as the re-

viewer, ought to be permitted to employ. The authorsdeclare
on their title page that the dictionary is "voluminous and
exhaustive." If by voluminous we are to understand a big
volume the epithet is correct, for the paper is thick and the
type large, but the claim that the dictionary is exhaustive
cannot by any charitable stretching of the term be justified,
more particularly when taken in conjunction with the epi-
thet" new." We find a great number of obsolete words, and we
miss some new terms which have come into general use. No
doubt it is no easy task to make a good selection, and a medi-
cal dictionary which should be really exhaustive would con-

tain a very large number of entries. It may be doubted
whether it is worth while to retain botanical terms, and the
names of plants which were once in use perhaps but have
now ceased to be employed as drugs. The Appendix contains
tables of "bacilli, micrococci, leucomaines, ptomaines,
drugs, and materials used in antiseptic surgery, poisons and
their antidotes, weights and measures, thermometric scales,
new officinal and unofficinal drugs, etc." The title page adds
that these tables are " important," and they are, no doubt,
likely to be found useful. There is also a table of suffixes and
prefixes which is distinctly a good feature. The body of the
dictionary coDtains much deserving of praise. It is printed
in good clear type, and the eye easily finds the entry sought.
As a rule the definitions are brief and accurate, but in some
cases long articles are given occupying a column or even more.
Under " mineral waters" we find a long list, filling nearly
nine columns, of the names of mineral springs. In the list
are to be found the French Lick Springs, the Owosso Spring,
and the Jordan Alum Spring, but not Franzensbad or Con-
trexe6ville, or Homburg, yet the last three are more frequently
mentioned in medical literature than the first three. It
would have been better to have made the list complete, and
relegated it to a special appendix.
Again, under the word " operation " there is a list of opera-

tions, chiefly those commonly known by the name of sur-

geons who first performed them, but it is not complete, and is
almost uselesb; cr. the other hand, a list of "synonyms of
diseases, symptoms, signs, etc., designated by proper names,"
is hidden away in an appendix; this list, if made complete,
would be extremely valuable; even as it is it will be found use-
ful. In spite of the defects which we have pointed out, the
dictionary will often prove of value as a work of reference.

DISEASES OF THE CHEST, THXROAT, AND NASAL CAVITIES. By
FLETCHER INGALS, A.M., M.D. Second Edition, revised
and enlarged. NewYork: WilliamWoodand Co.1892. 675 pp.

IN the first edition of this work only such description of the
diagnosis and treatment of chest disease was given as the
author included in his leotures to students. Etiology, patho-
logy, symptomatology, and prognosis have now been added.
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In all the sections methods of examination and physical
diagnosis are well given, and this is particularly true of dis-
eases of the throat. The same cannot be said of the etiology
"of chest diseases. It is surely of advantage to the student
to attempt some classification of causes, and to arrange them
in their order of frequency. Sometimes, too, under the head
.of treatment remedies are huddled together so that it is diffi-
cult to know the precise line of treatment recommended by
the author.

Diseases of the lungs (pp. 1 to 172) are, on the whole, fairly
well described. Under acute pneumonia it is stated that a
blister applied within ten or fifteen hours of the onset will
sometimes prevent the further development of the inflamma-
tory attack. A critical hsemorrhage from the kidneys, bowel,
or nose, as stated here, is quite exceptional in this country.
TIhe prognosis of empyema is, we think, stated too unfavour-
ably. With early incision and drainage the results are good.
The diseases of the heart and vessels scarcely receive an
amount of space (pp. 172 to 262) proportionate to their im-
portance. The symptoms of valvular disease, as produced by
the mechanical results of back pressure, are hardly empha-
sised enough, nor yet the distinction between compensated
and uncompensated heart disease. Diseases of the throat,
including the larynx, are very fully and ably described. Pro-
fessor ING&ALs is an advocate of intubation of the larynx,
especially in quite young children. In the section on dis-
eases of the nasal cavities (pp. 508 to 616) treatment is espe-
cially fully given. When clearing out the naso-pharynx in
case of adenoid vegetations, the author prefers to place the
anaesthetised patient on his abdomen and face, with the
mouth over the side of the table, rather than on his back with
overhanging head. There is really something almost comical
in finding influenza, with its varied manifestations and its
Scomplications involving almost any organ, described under
diseases of the nose. Afew pages (618 to 633) are given to
,diseases of the thyroid body and oesophagus, and an appendix
of formulae follows.
However much one may insist on the importance of a

knowledge of diseases of the throat and nose in respect to
pulmonary disease, yet it is somewhat difficult to see the
advantage gained by bringing them together, along with dis-
eases of the heart, in a separate book. This difficulty is
much increased when the description of the diseases of the
heart and lungs is not in any sense better than that found in
the many excellent textbooks on general medicine both in
America and England. This work would apparently be of
greater service to one more especially interested in nose and
throat disease than to the general physician.

THIE CoAL-TAR COLOURS: A Sanitary and Medico-Legal In-
vestigation. By THEODORE WEYL. Translated by HENRY
LEFFMANN, M.D., Ph.D. Philadelphia: P. Blakiston and
Son. London: Kegan Paul, Trench, Trubner and Co.
1892. (Crown 8vo, 154 pp.)

THEODORE WEYL is favourably known as an able scientific
chemist and as the author of an excellent Textbook of Organic
Chemiqtry for Medical Men. He has, moreover, especially
directed his attention to the diffIcult task of detecting the
*traces of artificial colours used in food and commercial sub.
-stances.
The present monograph is, for the most part, an account of

Weyl's labours and experiments; it not only contains the
best analytical processes for the identification of the various
classes of the coal-tar colours, but also careful physiological
eexperiments on animals, with the object of ascertaining which
colours are poisonous and in what dose. Considering the
wide use of these colours in articles of food, it is satisfactory
to find that few are injurious, and those few which are in-
jurious are only toxic in considerable doses. LEFFMANN, in
his preface, informs us that an ounce of auramine will colour
,000 lbs. of sugar candy a beautiful yellow colour; in other
words, its tinctorial property is manifest in a dilution of 1 in
;32,000. It is difficult, therefore, to believe that, should aura-
mine be proved poisonous, any child could eat sufficient
sugar candy dyed yellow with it to produce appreciable effect.
The colours which Weyl's experiments have shown to be
poisonous are picric acid, dinitrocresol, and Martius's yel-
low. The bad name that was formerly given to fuchsin and

8

a few others seems to have been due to impurities, such as
arsenic, introduced in the process of manufacture; but since
the manufacture of fuchsin from nitrobenzene and the cessa-
tion of the use of arsenic and mercuric oxide, fuchsin must
be classed with the non-poisonous dyes.
The poisonous properties of picric acid seem to have been

exaggerated. Weyl states that daily doses of from 0.54 to
0 90 g. (8.3 to 13.5 grs.) are borne by healthy adults for a con-
siderable time. A dog, in one of his experiments, was not
killed by potassium picrate until it had taken in the course of
four weeks a little over 10 g.

Dinitrocresol is, in its action, very similar to phenol, but
dinitrocresol (saffron substitute) weight for weight is far more
poisonous. The fatal dose for human beings probably is.
about 0.06 g. per kilo of body weight.
The translation seems to be well done, although the spell-

ing here and there and the rendering of words are somewhat
American; for instance " Nudeln "is translated " noodles"
instead of "vermicelli."
A particularly valuable feature in the book is the summary

which is given of the laws in various countries prohibiting or
regulating the use of artificially coloured matters in food and
other substances in commerce, such for example as toys.
There can be little doubt that in England we require a more
precise and workable standard for colouring matters than the
Sale of Food and Drugs Act contains, and further that certain
colouring ingredients should be specifically prohibited.

Finally, we cordially recommend to the notice of our readers
this valuable monograph, containing as it does new, precise,
and original information.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Cremation and Crimefrom the Point of Viewv of Hygiene and

Medical Jurisprudence. By Sir HENRY THOMPSON, F.R.C.S.
(The Cremation Society of England, 8, New Cavendish Street,
Portland Place, W. 1893.)-This is a reply to Mr. Seymour
Haden's paper on "Cremation as an Incentive to Crime."
The main part of the pamphlet consists of a letter printed in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL on December 10th, 1892, to
which are added as an appendix letters which appeared from
his ben in the Times of October 24th, October 31st, and Novem-
ber 7th, 1892. We have already commented on the public
importance and practical value of Sir Henry Thompson's pro-
positions, which are likely to have a considerable influence
in accelerating important and much-needed improvements
in the certification of deaths in this country.

Compendium der Augenheilkunde. [Compendium of Ophthal-
mic Practice.] Dr. P. SILEX, Berlin. (Berlin: S. Karger.
1891. Crown octavo, pp. 191, 28 illustrations.)-If the species
of book usually designated a " compendium " is at all desir-
able the volume before us deserves commendation. It is an
excellent example of careful concentration of a subject; the
author has succeeded in the difficult task of writing with
brevity and yet with clearness. The book may, as the writer
suggests in his preface, be of use to the busy practitioner who
wishes to refresh his memory as to the treatment of cases, or
to the student who desires to run over the subject rapidly at
the end of a course of lectures on ophthalmology. It is cer-
tainly not the book for a beginner; without some previous
knowledge of the subject much of it would be unintelligible.
The illustrations are small in size and number, and, like the
rest of the contents, mainly outlines.

Notes on the Newer Remedies: their Therapeutic Applications
and Modes of Administration. By DAVID CERNA, M.D., Ph.D.,
Demonstrator of Physiology in the Medical Department of
the University of Texas, Galveston, etc. (Philadelphia: W.
B. Saunders. 1893. 177 pages. 6s.)-This work contains
brief descriptions of the chemical nature and characters of
most of the synthetic preparations introduced within the
last few years, together with statements of the salient points
concerning their use in the treatment of disease. An alpha-
betical arrangement has been adopted for convenience of
reference, and there is also a copious and good index. The
information furnished is generally correct and well up to
date in most instances. The book will therefore be found
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