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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters shouldbe addressedto the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the followving week.

MANUSCERIPrS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICFB OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES lIg RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with dutplicate copies.

rt Queries, answiyers, anid consrunaications, relating to sutbjectq to which
speci t1 departmnents of the BRITISTI MEDICAL JOURNAL are dcvoted will be
found under their respective headings.

QUERI ES.

M.D. writes to know the quickest way for a busy imian to obtain stich a
diploma as would be necessary for the appointment of medical officer of
he-lth in a large district ?

D. T. asks for advice as to the nature of treatment of a case of subsiding
delirium tremens in a lady. The illusions and excitement are lessen-
ing. For the last ten days she has complained of severe Pain in both
knees and legs and right shoulder. There is exaggerated knee-jerk,
ind some inco-ordination. There is some paresis in the lower limbs.
There Is a well-marked hysterical element in the case, but not sufficient
to account for the severe pain.

THE VIBRATING CHAIR.
M. X., M.B., writes: I slhould be glad to know if any mnember ha3 made

ase of Charcot's vibrating arm chair in the treatment of paralysis
agitans, and how one can be obtained? My fatber, who suffers from
that disease, has found that a rocking chair, which he has used for the
lest year, is the only thing which soothes him and sends him to sleep,
but if this should fail eventually I should like him to try tlle vibrating
arm chair. Are they manufactured in England?

INSOMNIA.
Cosmos asks for advice in the treatment of a cNse of obstinate insomnia
in a highly sensitive nervous person, who, besides the insomnia, is
troubled with constant noises in the head. Most of the ordinary drugs,
as also alcohol, bromide of potassium, and sulphonal, have been tried
wibhout permanent benefit. General treatment, such as carriage drives,
walking, cold baths, etc., has also been tried in vain.

THE COST OF DRUGS.
PERPLEXED asks for information on the following points: (WWhat per-
centage of the gross receipts in a general practice where the fees are
2s. 6d. to 5s. should be paid for drugs, bottles, corks, wrapping paper,
and sealingwax? (2) Where can he procure receipts, with quantities cor-
rectlv worked out, for cheap stock mixtures, suitable for use in cluh
ractice ? (3) Any hints as to the keeping down of one's drug bill will

be gladly received from more experienced mnemiibers.
A SWERS.

L.R.C.P.-Under the existing Inebriates Acts'a morphinomaniac cannot
surrender his liberty unless he is also an intemperate taker of alcohol.
No inebriate can be secluded unless he voluntarily apply for ad-
mission.

M.R.C.S.-The regulations underwhich candidates compete for entry into
the naval medical service can be obtained by application to the Diree-
tor-General, Avenue House, Northumberland Avenue, W.C. The limit
of ageis 28.

HORSES.
J.D. writes in reply to "Equinus" in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,

D)ecember31st, 1892: Fisher. Through, Stable and Saddle Room. 4s. (d.;
FitzWygram, Horses anzd Stables, 3s. 9d.; Fleming, Practical Horse
Keeper, 2a. 7id. (all net prices).

CONSTANT CURRENr BATTERY FOR A HOSPITAL.
MEs3Rs LYNCH AND Co. LIMITED (Aldersgate Street) write in reply to
the inquiry made by " Rospital "in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of December 31st, 1892) for a suitable constant current battery, that
t.he one which they supply at a most moderate price, fitted with forty
Leclanche cells, seems to meet the want, as it is guaranteed to work for
two years without any trouble as regards recharging. They would be
pleased to send the battery on approval.

A. S. G. writes: in reply to " Hospital," I would say that I have had in-
stalled a battery of dry cells (gold medal, No. 2 cells), manufactured by
Messrs. Coxeter and Son, of Grafton Street, W.C. This gives a remark-
ably strong and constant current, and, with proper treatment, lasts
almost indefinitely. If a recharge becomes necessary the cells can be
taken out and replaced at a trifling expense, without the intervention
of the makers. I received a guarantee with mine-" satisfaction or
return."

AMYGDALOTO31Y.
MEDICUs. -We have referred our correspondent's request for a reference
to a paper on the supposed evil consequence of excision of enlarged
tonsils to Dr. Neale, author of the Medical Digest, who writes that he
can find no allusion to the paper "sMedicus" seeks for, and does not
think it possible that any such statements could have escaped his
observation bad they been made in any of the journals " digested " A
paper by Rubio on the reflexes of the uvula and tonsils, and drawing
attention to the frequency of suicidal mania in those whose tonsils
have been excised, may possibly be the paper sought for. The fullest
abstract of this paper is found in the Medical Times and Gazette, vol. ii,
1881, p. 758. The idea that impotency follows in many cases amygda-
lotomv is denied hy Mr. Hague, who found the natives of Zanzibar with
remarkably well-developed genitals, although amygdalotomy is the rule
in early life. This is to be seen in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL,
vol. ii, 1881, p. 193.

ANTI-RESEARCH "QUO'rATIONS."
DR. J. A.-The foundations for the "quotations" from Virchow are pro-
bably two passages in his extremely powerful defence of vivisection at
the International Medical Congress, 1881. The address was given In
German. In the first passage he pointed out that the opponents of
vivisection deny that experiments on animals have been of use or that
medicine has been seriously advanced by it, a statement which he
completely demolishes. In the second passage he again points out that
the antivivisectionists say to scientific men "Try new methods on your-
selves," to which he retorts that a morality which forbids experiments
on animals and urges their aoplication either on the experimenter or
on patients is lacking in the first principles of common sense. On this
point be further says that doctors are already-through 'epidemics of
all kinds, through their hospital work, by exposure in night journeys
to visit sick people, and through the performance of operations and
dissections-more exposed to medical dangers than any other class of
the population, and that it requires the utter blindness of the animal
fanatic to demand that they should in addition be exposed to the
dangers of self-experimentalism. In -the same paper he says that the
best defence of experimenters is the truth, and that if there were no
other example of the good of vivisection than Harvey's discovery, that
alone would be sufficient to show the usefulness, nay, the indispen-
sableness of vivisection. To this it should be added that experimenters
have and do experiment on themselves, and that several have died from
direct injury received in the course of their work.

ERASURE OF NAMES FROM THE "MEDICAL REGISTER."
AN OLD AND CONSTANT READER.-The Medical Act (1858) provides that

if any registered medical practitioner shall be convicted in England
or Ireland of any felony or misdemeanour, or, in Scotland, ot any
crime or offence, or shall after due inquiry be judged by the General
Medical Council to have been guilty of infamous conduct in any pro-
fessional respect, the Council may, if they see fit, direct the Registrar
to erase the name of such practitioner from the Register. " Covering "
has been declared by the Council to be infamous conduct in a profes-
sional respect (Clause xxix). If a licensing body strike off their list
the name of any person, the Council may, if they see fit, direct the
Registrar to erase forthwith from the Register the qualification derived
from such body in respect of which the person was registered, and the
Registrar must note the fact in the Register (('lause xxviii). It has been
held by the Courts that erasure of the qualification does not involve
the erasure of the name of the person who had been placed on the
Register by virtue thereof. A name can only be erased by action taken
by the Council under Clause xxix.

NOTES, LETTERS. Etc.

PANCREATIC JuICE iN DIABETES.
DR. R. MANSELL-JONES (Brighton), writes: As the juice of the thyroid
glanid appears to be almost a specific in myxwedema, might I suggest
that paucreatic juice, administered either immediately before or after
meals, should be given a fair trial in diabetes, as this disease in most
cases appears to be due to disease or disordered function of this gland ?

ANA£STHESTA BY ETHER AND ANGINA PECTORIS.
R. W. C. writes: A case in which I lately administered ether induces me
to ask the question if ether is contraindicated in cases of angina. The
gentleman to whom I gave it is a sufferer from this disease, but has
taken ether once before for a similar operation without untoward sym-
ptoms. In this instance he salowed no immediate ill effects; on the
contrary, soon regained consciousness, and was able to return to bis
bed from the operating table unassisted, but in two hours' time his con-
dition was most alarming, bathed in a cold clammy sweat, with an
almost imperceptible pulse, and extrenme agony in his chest and down
both arms. He continued in this wavering condition for about forty-
eight hours, when he showed symptoms of rallying. This attack of
angina was very much worse than any previous one, hence the con-
clusion that it was intensified by the ether. The quantity inhaled from
a Clover apparatus was zij 3ij, and the operation for which it was given
was ligature of internal baemorrhoids. When I said good-bye to him
he had completely recovered from anuesthesia, and was sensible of a
good deal of pain about the anus, for he remarked to the operator: "I
have much more pain now than I had after the first operation."

CORRECTION.-The author of the Sonnet on Vivisection published in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of December 24th, 1892, should have been
described as L.R.C.P., and not M.D.
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