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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN- order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their artioles published In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their AnLuual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

vrT Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted, will be
found under their respective headings.

QUERIES,

C. M. W. asks if there is a home for indigent gentlewomen in or near Lon-
don, and u-hat are the charges?

MEM13ER writes: In a provincial hospital where there are only two sur-
geons to attend to the surgical in- and out patients, one has held the
appointment for eighteen years the other for about six years. Hitherto
the question of choice of time for summer holidays has not arisen, but
now it has done so. The senior claims the privilege of choosing year
by year in virtue of his seniority. This is disputed by the junior.
Wh'liat is the etiquette and custom in such cases?

CHANGE OF ADDRESS.
YOUNG PRACTITIONER intends changing his residence and wishes to
know what is the orthodox way of intimating the same to his patients.
*** By forwarding visiting card intimating change of residence in the

usual way.
COVERING.

B. asks: Does keeping an unqualified assistant at a branch practice five
or seven miles from a surgeon's residence come under the term
"covering and infamous conduct ?"
*** In the absence of special precautions and constant vigilance, to

which our correspondent does not refer, the practice in question
appears to be "covering," and should be discontinued (see p. 1150).

ANSWERS.

SPES.-Mr. Walter Coulson's death took place on August 30th, 1889.
SYPHTLUS.--The reports in question can be obtained of Messrs. Eyre and

Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, E.C.
M.B. (St. Mary's, Isles of Scilly) might well obtain the information he
desires by communicating with a resident practitioner in Southport.

TREATMENT OF GALL STONE.
P. M. writes: " M.D." will find information on the subject of olive oil in

gall stones in La Medecine Moderne, November 6th, 1890, p. 853, where
there is a paper by Dr. G. S6e. mentioning also other drugs: also a
paper by Dr. Goodhart in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of January
430th, 1892, p. 219.

EXTRACTION OR CLUB PATIENTS.
DR. F. CARDEN BROD1E.-A club surgeon is expected to do for his club

patients what he does ordinarilv for his private patients, and if he is
in the habit of extracting teeth for the latter. he will probably excite
great dissatisfaction if he decline to do the same for the former.
Many medical practitioners at the present day decline to extract teeth
at all, and when this is the case no club patient would feel aggrieved
at being referred to a dentist for any dental operation.

ARMY MEDICAL ENTRANCE EXAMINATION.
M.B.-Our correspondent will find that the best books from which to
prepare for the competitive examination for the Army Medical Staff
are just the best textbooks of the day in preparing for his college
examinations. Should he succeed in the competition, he will be duly
informed of the best textbooks for the special subjects he will have to
study at Netley and Aldershot.

ABNORMAL LENGTH OF UMBILICAL CORD.
DIR. W. L'HEUREUX BLENKARNE (Leicester) writes: In answer to Dr.
Granger Brown, who records a case of umbilicalcord which measured 47'1
Inches, I find 1 have notes of a case which I attended in 1883, when i
was in practice at Buckingham, whieh beats that record. In my case

the cord measured no less than 50 inches, and was moreover tied in a
knot, and it was four times round the e-hild's neek. Since practising in
Leicester I have attended a case in which the umbilical cord measured
46 inches, and was likewise tied in a knot. It would be interesting to
know how these said knots are produced. On the other hand I have
had a case in which there was subnormal length of cord-it only
measuring 3 inclhes. In this case there was arrested development of
fcetus, there being no anterior wall of lower part of abdomen, and con-
sequently no "umbilicus;" the intestines were protruding, and the
umbilical (?) cord was apparently attached to the under-surface of the
liver.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc.

DR. E. HOOPER MAY (Tottenham) writes: Under a slight misapprehen-
sion my namc appears as a candidate for a seat on the Council of the
Association. Finding that Mr. Frederick Wallace, whose terin of office
lhad expired, is eligible and willing to be re-elected, I desire to remove
ily name from the list of candidates.

AN APPE kI..
DR NEILL (103, Lambeth Palace Road, S.W.) desires to acknowledge
the receipt of £2 2s. from Mr. Henry Stear, of Saffron Walden,
Essex, and a similar amount froin W. M. B., on behalf of the widow
anid clhildren of the late Dr. Wm. H. R. Stanley. Dr. Neill desires also
to say that these kind donations are really the means of keeping this
poor woman and her children out of the workhouse.

MR. RUSHTON PARKER S CASE OF AURAL PYvIrIA.
MR. RUSHTON PARKER (Liverpool) writes: The age of this patient
(BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, May 21st, 1892) was 25, the inadvertent omis-
sion of whichl left unstated the period, probably 11 years, during which
the middle ear was exposed.

COBWEB AS A 11EImOSTATIC.
Fou the second time recently, an inquest is recorded on a case in which
" a cobweb" having been used to arrest trifling haemorrhage by stuffing
it into the cut, tetanus has followed. The poisonous dirt which is en-
meshed in the cobweb appears likely to have acted as a specific irritant,
or it may be pure coincidence.

THE LATE DR. OWEN REES.
MR. ARTHUR STRADLING (Watford, Herts) writes: The mention in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of May 14th of my dear old friend and
patient, Dr. Owen Rees, in connection with lead poisoning due to soda
water siphons, reminds me of some correspondence last year anent a
similar manifestation traceable to the " lining membrane " of hats, and
of an unfulfilled resolve of mine to communicate a short note respect-
ing the somewhat distinctive headgear of Dr. Rees himself, to which
allusion was made by several of his old students. It nmay interest them to
knowthat he never changed the fashion of broad-brimmed beavers; that
-at any rate during the last eighteen months of his life which he spent
here-his hat was the first article of attire which he assumed in the
morning as he sat up in bed to take his breakfast, and the last to be dis-
carded when he lay do-wn for the night, being worn all through the day,
even though he never left his room, or put on any item of clothing; and
that, furthermore, he died in his hat. The last and fatal cerebral
hbimorrhage supervened as he sat in his chair by the open window on a
balmy evening in early summer. I write these few lines with the gold
pen wherewith he indited some thousands of prescriptions.

WEAPONS AND WOUNDS.
DR. JOHN HOPE (Chobham) writes: Perhaps there is no authentic proof
that the new bullets will cause more deaths from bleeding than the old
bullets, but I have long been thinking that a slight alteration of
soldiers' uniforms would save many lives on a battlefield. I suggest a
doubling of the cloth round the highest part of each limb, and inside
the doubling an elastic or leather band. The ends of the band will be
on the outer side of the limb. The end in front will be a stud or
button, and the end behind a metal ring. The instruction to the soldier
would be to the effect that when he found a limb dripping, "Put the
ring over the button." I should prefer the strap to be leather with a
steel coiled spring let in about over the main vessel, and coiled so that
when relaxed it would lie flat, but with tension vould take a half turn
so as to form a pad. The additional weight would be as insignificant as
the expense.

y# We fear that the suggestion is impracticable; and that, if prac-
ticable, it would be of very doubtful value to men wounded in action.
Any alteration of the sealed patterns of uniform clothing in the army
entails an immense amount of correspondence and labour, and is only
resorted to under very special circumstances. Moreover, it has been
shown by experiments that, owing to the minuteness of the openings
left in the integuments by the new small bore projectiles, there is no
escape of blood externally, even when important blood vessels have
been wounded.

REPORT OF THE COLOUR VISION COMMITTEE OF THE ROYAL SOCTETY.
DR. F. W. EDRIDGE-GREEN (Willesden Green, N.W.) writes: Would you
very kindly state in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL that a mistake has
occurred in the report of the Colour Vision Committee of the Royal
Society. It is there stated that two colour-blind persons were passed by
me. Both these men were rejected by me, and no colour-blind person
escaped detection by either of my tests. Captain Abney says that the
unfortunate error was due to my using a nomenclature different from
that generally adopted, and that he will correct it.

ERRATUMe.-In Surgeon-Captain Edye's note on Strychnine in the Pneu-
iiionic Crisis, in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of April 9th, p. 732,
column 2, line 8, for "feverish" read " peevish."
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