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MEDICAL PROVIDENCE.
A MIETING of the Executive Committee of the Medical Sick-
ness, Annuity, and Life Assurance Society was held on
Wednesday, May 11th, at 38, Wimpole Street, W., under the
presidency of Mr. ERNEST HART, there being also present Dr.
F. de Havilland Hall, Dr. M. Greenwood Mr. J. Brindley
James, Dr. A. S. Gubb, Mr. F. S. Edwards, Dr. J. Pickett, Mr.
E. Bartlett, and the Secretary. It was reported that seven
new members had been admitted during the month of April,
the effective membership now being upwards of 1,200. The
elaims of the month were unusually heavy, including cases
of severe accident, insanity, cataract, and lung disease of a
serious character. No better ptroof could be afforded of the
need of such provision than the payments made under the
various heads to members stricken down with sickness or dis-
abled by accident. During the month a sum of £2,800 had
been invested in securities of local authorities, while authority
was given for further investments of a like nature during the
current month, thus bringing the invested capital up to
nearly £59,000, which amount stands in the joint names of Dr.
W. M. Ord, Sir T. Spencer Wells, Mr. Ernest Hart, and Mr. J.
R. Upton, the trustees of the Society, on behalf of the mem-
bers. Full particulars of the Society's work, copies of its
accounts, valuation report, proposal forms, etc., may be ob-
tained free of cost on application to the Secretary, Mr. C. J.
Drummond, 26, Wynne Road, Brixton, S.W.

THE PERILS OF CERTIFYING IN LUNACY.
THE following communication has been received by the Chair-
man of the Parliamentary Bills Committee from the Lord
Chancellor on the subject of the amendments in the Lunacy
Acts Amendment Bill, recently recommended by the Lunacy
Subcommittee, and submitted for the consideration of the
Lord Chancellor:

L n House of Lords, S.W., May 2nd, 1892.
"Sir,-The matter of your letter of the 27th ultimo is one of

great difficulty, and formed the subject of anxious considera-
tion by the Government, both in and out of Parliament, during
the progress of the Lunacy Acts Amendment Bills. Having
regard to the attention which the point received in Parlia-
ment, the Lord Chancellor thinks it would be useless to re-
open a discussion without much fuller experience of the diffi-
culties which arise, and more general assent as to the reme-
dies to be applied; and for the present he cannot do more
than assure you of his very careful consideration of the case.
-I am, Sir, your obedient Servant,
" Ernest HIart, Esq." "K. MUM MACKENZIE."

WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION OF HENBANE FOR
CELERY SEED.

DR. H. C. MARTIN reports in another column a case in
which four people suffered from symptoms of poisoning after
partaking of clear soup flavoured with what had been sold as
celery seed. On examination the bottle of so-called celery
seed, which hadbeen purchased of aneighbouring greengrocer,
proved to be henbane seed, and it was found on inquiry, and
on further investigation by Dr. Stevenson, the medical officer
of health for Paddington, that the vendor had purchased
from a wholesale establishment in Covent Garden twenty-four
bottles of this supposed celery seed, all of which were either
wholly or in part filled with henbane seed, the largest pro-
portion of true celery seed in any bottle only amounting to
10 per cent. Dr. Stevenson has favoured us with the follow-
ing report on the subject by Mr. Stokes, the public analyst of
the parish.
One bottle, that from which the poisonous :dose had been taken, con-

tained 3 ounces of seeds, each of the others 3k ounces of seeds. The first
bottle contained in 10,000 parts by weight only 5 parts of celery seeds, the
rest being henbane seeds. Another bottle in 10,0 parts contained 106,
and the third 40 parts of celery seeds, all the rest being henbane, so that
for practical purposes two of the bottles were filled with henbane seeds,
the largest proportion of true celery only amounting to 10 per cent. in
the other bottle. There is no doubt whatever that the seeds are those of
henbane. The active ingredient-hyoscyamine-is present in a ratber
larger proportion in the seeds than in the leaves. which are directed to be
used by the British Pharmacopoeta for producing the various preparations
of henbane. The drug is a very powerful poison, the full dose of hyo-
ayamine being only Ti of a grain.

Since two teaspoonfuls of the Feeds used to flavour the soup pro-
duced more or less poisonous effects upon four people partaking of it, we
may realise the power for evil of the original twenty-four bottles. A tea-
spoonful of the seeds weighs only 36 grains, hence each bottle would
contain over seventy-two teaspoonfuls. The seeds were In bottles of
dark-coloured glass, so that the colour and form of the seeds would not
be noticed without taking them out. Even then, though very different
in form, they are so small that their difference wouid easily escape
notice, as In this case. Jt is Impossible that in gathering the seeds any
mistake could have been made; the plants are so entirely different.
The presence amongst the henbane seeds of so small a quantity of celery
seeds is apparently an accident. Probably it was by inadvertence, the
bottles not being labelled, that twenty-four bottles of henbane seeds were
supplied instead of celery seeds. It is hardly likely to be a matter of
adulteration, else the celery seeds would certainly have formed a fair
proportion of the whole. Anyone in the seed trade examining the seed
would at once have noticed the mistake. Though now further mischief
has been stopped, it is not pleasant to contemplate what may have
resulted from the large bulk of that stock of henbane seeds sold as
celery still unaccounted for and of which these twenty-four bottles were
only part.

DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.
AN interesting ceremony took place at Philadelphia on April
30th, when portraits of Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes and Dr.
Alfred Still6 were presented to the College of Physicians, of
which learned body the former is an Associate Fellow, and the
latter an ex-President. The genial Autocrat is represented
in the black robe of the Faculty; the picture is the work of
Mrs. Sarah Woodman, and is considered to be the best
portrait of the Poet-Professor ever painted. It was presented
to the College by the President, Dr. Weir Mitchell, and the
occasion was made especially interesting by an exchange of
poetical courtesies between Dr. Holmes and Dr. Weir
Mitchell, who though known to us in this country chiefly for
solid contributions to medical science and practice can say of
himself without any idle boast " Anch' io son poeta. " Want of
space will unfortunately not allow us to quote both poems,
which are published in the Boston Medical and Surgical
Journal of May 5th, in full. Alluding to the portraits of the

Masters wise,
Who from your halls look down with kindly eyes,

Dr. Weir Mitchell imagines them receiving the newcomer as
follows:

Welcome brother, dear.
Yea, though Apollo won thy larger hours,
And stole our fruit, and only left us flowers,
The poet's rank thy title here completes,
Doctor and poet-so were Goldsmith-Keats.
The voices failing, murmur to an end
With " Welcome Doctor, Scholar, Poet, Friend."

He then goes on to picture how
In elder days of quiet, wiser folks,
When the great Hub had not so many spokes,

Minerva and Apollo, finding the youthful Oliver asleep on
Boston Common, contended for him as Tragedy and Comedy
disputed for the possession of Garrick. Minerva, represent-
ing Medicine, puts in a strong claim, but Apollo's eloquent
pleading is so convincing that at last-

"Not mine," Minerva cried, " to spoil thy joy,
Divide the honours; let us share the boy!

Dr. Holmes, in his turn, makes his portrait-
The crimson mantling In its canvas cheek

-ask how it comes
Here in this concourse of the grave and wise,
Who look upon me with inquiring eyes,
As on some homeless wanderer caught astray?
An error loci, Boerhaave would say.

He next refers to the
Friends of my earlier manhood, ever dear,
Whose lives, whose labours all were centred here;
How bright each figure stands before me now,
With eyes undimmed and fair unwrinkled brow,
As when with life before us yet untried
We walked the " Latin Quatter " side by side
Through halls of death, through palaces of pain
That cast their shadows on the turbid Seine.

He goes to name several of them-Gerhard, Norris, Steward-
son, and others, and recalls some of the incidents of the
second annual meeting of the American Medical Association,
which was held at Philadelphia, and in which he took part.
Dr. Holmes brings his little poem to a close with a parting
appeal to the gentus loci.

Peace to your borders! Long may Science reign
Supreme, unchallenged, o'er her old domain !
While sons as worthy as their sires of old
Her borrowed sceptre still unbroken hold
Till a new Rush arise who dares to think-
An unborn Leidy finds the missing link.
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