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nmenced with a balance due of £731 5s. 4d., the result is
better than might be expected. The Gibbing Memorial
Buildings are progressing, and it is expected that they will
be completed before the close of the year.

DAIRY YARDS.
THE outbreak of pleuro-pneumonia amongst the cattle in the
neighbouring districts has made it necessary to stop all
removals of dairy cows from the sheds to the pastures. A
correspondent writes to a morning paper calling attention to
the dangers which are in store for the city should the cows
be retained in the yards during the summer months, but he
does not appear to see that the existence of these unclean
places is a danger at all times. Thousands of dairy cattle are
housed within the city of Dublin in the midst of populous
neighbourhoods; they have existed for years. The Corpora-
tion, in the face of periodical outbreaks of typhoid fever, does
not appear to think that these horribly filthy yards may be
factors in producing diseases. Whoever is to blame, the
dairy yard system in Dublin is a disgrace to the city. The
wonder is that the people tolerate it.

THE RED-TICKET FRAUD.
AT the last meeting of the North Dublin Guardians the fol-
lowing report was read from Dr. Delahoyde, one of the dis-
pensary medical officers:

I have been directed by the Dispensary Committee to report to your
Board as to the probable cost of the medicine supplied to the late John
and Mary Callaghan, of Charles Street, both of whom were for some
years fraudulently receiving medical relief at the cost of the ratepayers,and the latter of whom has died recently, leaving, as I am informed, over
;700 in cash. I cannot state exactly the value of the medicines so sup-
plied, but, considering the number of times I visited and prescribed for
$hem, and the many times the medicines so ordered were repeated, it is
my.opinion that the loss to the union was at least 28 or 21;Ql and if yourBoard see fit to make a claim against her estate for about that amount,I do not see that such claim could be justly refused, and I think that in
such a clear case of imposition repayment ought to be insisted on as a
-deterrent to others, because many persons dishonestly avail themselves
of dispensing relief, and the Medical Charities Act is very inefficient to
prevent and punish such abuses. In this case there can be no dispute as
to the amount of property possessed by these persons.
The guardians promptly ordered application to be made to
the executors for £10, value of medicine supplied. We hope
Dr. Delahoyde will also take care that his own claim is made
in the same quarter. Of course, these " poor persons " were
supplied with the usual red tickets, and for some years have
been using the Medical Charities Act to the saving of their
pockets.

PUERPERAL FEVER IN THE BELFAST WORKHOUSE.
THE following is an abstract of the report of Dr. Clibborn,
Local Government Board Inspector, regarding the recent
outbreak of puerperal fever in the Belfast workhouse:
"From March 24th, 1892, to May 1st, 1892, there were eleven
deaths among parturient women occurring within ten days
after birth of the child. Of these, eight were from puerperal
fever, two from phthisis, and one from pleurisy. The first
undoubted case of puerperal fever occurred on March 30th,
and death ensued on the third or fourth day of illness. Dr.
Brice Smyth, the medical officer in charge, at once removed
all unconfined but pregnant women to another ward. The
other cases were also removed into a separate ward, both
nurses and resident surgeon being changed. Every possible
precaution in the way of disinfection was used, but unfortu-
nately further cases occurred. These were removed to the
fever.hospital-the only available place, and the children's
ward, a separate building, was cleared and set apart for con-
'finement cases, nurses and attendants being again changed.
Everything seems to have been done that was possible to
stamp out the disease. The probable cause of ithe outbreak
is the fact that, for want of adequate accommodation, confine-
ment cases are treated on the same floor as ordinary medical
ecases, with only a wooden partition between. The average
,number of confinement cases annually is about 300. It would
be well for the guardians to consider the advisability of pro-

viding a separate building, containing, say, thirty beds, for
confinement cases. Another point it would be well for the
guardians to consider would be the providing of a small ward
to which puerperal cases, if they should occur, could be
transferred." We are glad to be able to add to Dr. Clibborn's
report that the above outbreak seems to be at an end, no
fresh cases having occurred for several weeks.

GALWAY COUNTY INFIRMARY.
THE Bill to provide for the reconstruction of this infirmary,
which has been introduced by Mr. Jackson, proposes that the
institution shall be called the Galway Hospital, and that the
medical staff may be selected from the staff of Queen's Col-
lege or otherwise at the option of the Local Government
Board. The ho§pital will be utilised as a clinical hospital by
medical students attending the Queen's College. Any per-
son living in the county or county of the town of Galway will
be admitted on an order signed by any two of the staff, and
shall defray their own expenses. The cost of poor persons ad-
mitted shall be borne by the electoral divisions respectively
liable for their maintenance, and shall be admissible upon an
order of the boards of guardians.

IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS AND MR. JACKSON.
A MEETING of the West Waterford Branch of the Irish Poor
Law Medical Officers Association was held in Lismore on
May 14th, Surgeon-General Beatty in the chair. Among those
present were Drs. Kenny, Tallow; Walsh, Villierstown;
Stephenson. Ballyduff; Dennehy, Lismore; Baylor, Lismore;
Redmond, Cappoquin; etc., etc. The following resolution
was proposed by Dr. Dennehy, seconded by Dr. Steplenson,
and passed unanimously:-" That we regard the answer of
the Chief Secretary to Mr. McCartan's question with
reference to the refusal of the Local Government Board to
grant an increase of salary to Dr. M. J. Kenny, medical
officer of Tallow Dispensary District, in the Lismore Union,
as most unsatisfactory, considering that Dr. Kenny has been
eleven years in the Poor-law medical service, and that the
Local Government Board should in this case have given evi-
dence of a miserable and ungenerous economy in dealing
with its officers." Several gentlemen present commented
strongly and with disapproval of the action of the Local
Government Board in Dr. Kenny's case. Effort3 are being
made to form a Branch of the British Medical Association, to
be called the West Waterford Branch, and it is hoped that
before long a sufficient number of gentlemen will join.

PATENT MEDICINES CONTAINING POISON.
REGINA V. DAVENPORT.

WE are informed officially that in this important test case,
in which the Treasury recently obtained a conviction at Bow
Street against the proprietor of " Collis Browne's Chlorodyne "
for having sold this well-known " patent medicine " without
labelling it "poison," whereas it was proved to contain
opium and chloroform, the fine has now been paid. and the
appeal has not been made to a higher Court. The result of this
case will, it is hoped, be important in preventing the long-
prevalent practice of selling secret remedies, incorrectly
known as patent medicines and containing poison, without
being labelled poison as the Act requires. The practice had
been so widespread, and had so long been followed with im-
punity, that it had come to be a recognised trade custom.
The Treasury were set in motion in this case by a communi-
cation from the Parliamentary Bills Committee of the
British Medical Association. In the course of the hearing of
the case, Mr. Poland stated that this compound had been
sold without the poison label for upwards of forty years. A
large class of secret remedies and so-called patent medicines
containing concealed poisons will be affected by this deci-
sion. Mr. Braxton Hicks, Dr. Hubbard, and others have on
more than one -occasion -previously moved in a similar
direction.
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