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unexploded powder would most probably be embedded in the surround-
ing tissues. If the pistol were a No. 1 saloon pistol, with the cartridge
prepared for indoor practice, with only a detonator for firing it, it is
possible. The edges of the wound would probably not be scorched, and
certainly would not be blackened by powder. The question is Imper-
fectly put. As shown above, there are three sizes of saloon pistols as
regards calibre in ordinary use, and according to the size of calibre so
will be the kind and amount of charge and size of bullet. It is not
stated in the question whether the pistol was loaded with a bullet or
not, but in the reply it is taken for granted that it was so loaded, as the
occurrence of a wound is mentioned. A wound, however, might occur
under the circumstances named even if the pistol did not have a bullet
in it.

ANSWERS,

OLD WESTMTNSTER.-The information given shall be kept in mind for a
further occasion.

NOTES, LETTERS. Etc.

RAPID MULTIPLICATION.
IN taking the censuis of the State of New York a family was found in the
town of Warrensburg in which the baby was 3 months old, its motlher
was not 15 years old, its grandmother was 33, and its great grand-
mother 54.

THE, KEELEY GOLD "CUTREB" FOR INEBRTETY.
A RESOLUTION has been introduced into the New York State Assembly

setting forth that many physicians cordemn the treatment of dipso-
maniacs in the Keeley institute at White Plains as likely to be injurious
to the health of the patients, and empowering the Senate to investigate
the matter and take whatever action may seem necessary. The resolu-
tion states that several cases of insanity and one death have resulted
from the bichloride of gold treatmeirt at White Plains. The resolution
was referred to the Committee on Public Health. It is further an-
nounced that the relatives of the patient who died are about to bring an
action against the directors of the Keeley Institute, damages being laid
at 100,000 dollars.

SHETLAND PRACTICE.
REFORM writes: As the parochial medical otltcership for the parish of
Tingwall, Whiteness, and Weisdale is at present vacant I would draw
the attention of intending candidates to the fact that the salary, £40 per
annum, inicludes not only the supplying of medicine for paupers resi-
dent in the parish on which the medical officer attends, but he has also
to pay for medicine supplied to paupers belonging to the parish resi-
dent elsewhere. This for Lerwick alone is computed at £10 per annum,
but under the principle adopted the medical officer has no assurance
what the amount may be. As this system seems peculiar to Tingwall
many have imagined that medicine for paupers Iesldent in parish only
had to be provided, atd the fact that this is the fifth vacancy for the
appointment in four and a-half years speaks for itself. Like all Shet-
land districts the area is wide and travelling expensive.

FOLK-LORE.
DR. JOSEPH CARROLL (Ilkeston) writes: A child was brought to my sur-
gery a short time ago suffering from whooping-cough. In the course of
conjversation with the child's mother, she told me that she had just met
a friend who had a sovereign remedy for this complaint. I was
naturally most anxious to find out what it was, as, in my experience,
whooping-cough is a most intractable disease. The remedy was this:
The child's hair was to be shaved off clean, the hair to be put with a
piece of butcher's meat, and the whole then put into the ashpit. A 8ine
qvd non to success. however, was to let no one know she had done it.
This would be certain to cure the child, " if nothing else would," as her
friend put it.

ALVARENGA PRIZES.
THE College of Physicians of Philadelphia announces that the next award

of the Alvarenga Prize, amounting to about 10 dollars, will be made on
July 14th, 1892. lEssays intended for competition may beon any subject
in medicine; they must be in the hands of the Secretary of the Cotlege
on or before May 1st, 1892. The successful essay, or a copy of it, will re-
main in tne possession of the College.-The Berlin Hufeland Society
has chosen for the subject of the Alvarenga prize this year " Basedow's
Disease." The history of the disease must be given, and the results of
recent investigation into its pathology and morbid anatomy set forth; the
theories as to its nature are to be explained and criticised, and the treat-
ment tully discussed. The prize is o00 marks (£40). Essays, which may
be written in German. English, or French. must be sent in before April
1st, 1893, to the Secretary. Dr. Patschkowski, Markgrafenstrasse, 32,
Berlin, W. The result of the competition will be made known on July
14th, 1893.

GOUT OF THE PENIS.
REFERRING to Sir Dyce Duckworth's lecture on this subject, which was
published in the BRITISH NFrnCAL JOURNAL of January 16th, Dr.
Thomas Moore Sunter (Isleworth), sends an abstract of a case of gout ofth4 penis, which appeared in the Dublin Journal of Medical Science, vol.
xiii, 1838:,
"Selections from foreign medical journals, by the late Samuel Big-
ar, M B., F.R C.S., of Dublin.-Gout in Penis.-Case by Dr. Weise, of

Frestadt: A shoemaker, aged 4.5, subject to gout in the feet, every year
for year", the attack lasting for three weeks on, one oceasion. The gontsuddenly left the feet and attacked the penis. Violent constant cutingpalo, causing him to cry out, lasting from afternoon till midnigbt.
Pain sometimes in glans, sometimes at root, and other times in middle
of penis. Never any disease of genitals. After continuing about three

weeks the pain left the penis and returned to the feet. Urine generally
natural,'a little gravel oocasionally. The attack subsided with perspi-
ration and turbid urine."

EDINBURGH ROYAL COLLEGES GOLF CLUB.
THE spring meeting of this club was held at Gullane. The match was for
the club trophy, which was won by the Royal College of Surgeons by 18
holes. Royal College of Surgeons: Dr. Blaikie 3, Dr. Finlay 1, Dr. Wal-
lace 0, Dr. Chiene 1, Dr. Duncan 1, Dr. Naismith 5, Dr. Cadell 0, Dr. H. A.
Thomson 1, Dr. Cathcart 4, Dr. Dunsmure 6, Dr. Thatcher 0, Dr. Berry
0, Dr. Symington 4, Dr. Ronaldson 0; total 26. Royal College of Phy-
sicians: Dr. Haultain 0, Dr. Ronaldson 0, Dr. A. Thomson 3, Dr. Stitt
Thomson 0, Dr. P. A. Young 0, Dr. Ballantyne 0. Dr. Carmichael 2, Dr.
Dunlop 0, Dr. Bruvis 0, Dr. Tuke (jun.) 0, Dr. Maclagan 2, Dr. Buist 0, Dr.
Webster 0, Dr. Tuke (sen.), captain 1; total 8. The club was most hos-
pitably entertained at Gullane House by Dr. Batty Tuke, captain of the
club, and in the afternoon various foursome and other matches were
played.

MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION AND BAD DIEBTS.
MEMBER M.D.U. writes: With reference to Mr. Garrett Horder's letter
in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March lgth, alluding to miDe in
the previous number, he states: "The Union has far more important
work to perform than to become a mere debt-collecting agency." Un-
deniable; I quite agree with him. I should be very sorry to see the
Union become a "mere debt-collecting agency," or that debt-collecting
work should replace the present functions of the Union. I distinctly
made use of the words: "debt-collecting branch." Surely that's plain
enough. Subordinate branch if you will, but still an adventitious
one.

I am second to none in my admiration for the work of the Union as
at present constituted, but what percentage of us will ever trouble the
Union ? -Few I hope. A large number keep out (foolishly if you will, but
still they keep out), not being able to see the possibility for the services
of the Union; but show them some tangible return for their subscrip-
tions, and see how quickly they will flock to the standard of the Union.
The honorary secretary of the Cardiff Committee informs us that the
putting in an appearance at the County Court is a most " disagreeable
piece of business "-again I quite agree with him, but it is also dis-
agreeable, if not unjust, to allow those who are dependent on your
exertions to be defrauded out of 30 or 40 per cent. of their just rights.

I beg to thank " G. H. W." for his information about the society at 8,
Berners Street.

I have been a reader of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL for many
years, and this is the first time I have heard of a " British Medical Pro-
tection. Society ;" they have been very,quiet. Would they kindly tell us
who and what they are?

DR. WM. WIGMORE (Inverness Terrace, W.) writes: In the BRITISH MEDI-
CAL JOURNAL of March 26th, under the headiDg " The Functions of the
Medical Defence Union," reference is made to a society at 8, Berners
Street. for the collection of debts. I have employed that society almost
since its commencement, and can speak in praise of the way they have
collected for me; several after paying have sent for me again, which
shows that the applications were not sent in an offensive way.

A PRODUCTIVE FAMILY.
MR. SYDNEY RUMBOLL, F.R.C.S.Ed. (Leeds) writes: To those who are in-
terested in the laws relating to hereditary tendencies, the following
may be interesting: Whilst waiting at the confinement of a gardener's
wife a few days ago, I learnt the following family history of my patient.
She was one of twelve children, ten daughters and two sons: her grand-
mother on her father's side had 21 children and three times twins. Her
mother had 18 children, twins once; 10 daughters and 2 sons are still
living; 9 daughters are married, the youngest is still single. The eldest
daughter S. had 18 children, twins the first time and twins twice since;
the second daughter C. had 16 children and twins twice; the third
daughter M. had 3 boys; the fourth daughter M. A. had 10, twins once;
the fifth daughter A. had 7, twins once; the sixth daughter K. had 9,
twins once: the seventh daughter Ch. had 6, twins once; the eighth
daughter E. (my patient) had 10 children, twins once; the ninth.
daughter El. had 4 children, twins once; the eldest son J. had 4 chil-
dren; the second son (G. had no children. Thus one grandmother had
117 children and grandchildren, 28 of whom arrived in pairs, making
1i sets of twins.

"THE DEADLY CIGARETTE."
THE following paragraph is going the round of the papers :-Cigarette
smokers and masherdom generally will be interested to learn that a
systematic campaign against their favourite habit has been inaugurated
on the American continent. Congress has been urged to impose a tax
of 10 dollars per 1,000, and as the Americans are nothing if not statis-
ticians, some startling figures are adduced to enforce the suggestion.
We learn that the "deadlyeigarette" has killed 100 young men or
youths during the past year, the po8t mortem, where it has been held,
showing phosphorus and arsenic absorbed from the paper wrapping,
while l00 others have found their way into the insane asylum. But the
anti cigarette war is not limited to the United States. The Legislature
of Ontario has read a second time a Bill prohibiting the use of the
paper-wrapped weed by anyone under 18 years of age, the fine for smok-
Ing ranging from 1 dollar to 5 ;dollars, while the penalty for selling
cigarettes to persons under the prescribed age is from 10 dollars to 60
dollars.
We have only to say that we have not seen anywhere the report of

any one such po8t mortem, and we regard the whole statement as totally
apocryphal.
- B~~~~ALICIN AND SALICYLATEO.

DR. WYLIE writes: In a paper in the,; February-number oI tbeAIw"eentj
Century magazine on Influenza and S5liJin, by Dr. M4cagin, he says,
"Both salicin and salicylate of soda destroy the rheiumatic poison,
which we have seen to be bacterial in its nature;* both are germicides.
But salicin is a simple bitter, the natural prodpct ofwrll6wJarj, w4
is a useful tonic, while salicylate of soda Is a comapounvypreparedfroiLi carbolic acid, and often does produce serious disturbance of the
brain and heart."'

ERRATUM.-In the leading article on Coroners: Medical or Legal, in the
BR'T'SH MieDJCAL JOURNAL of March 26th, page 669, line 21 from bottom,
lVitliam Churton shonld beHAnrn Churton.
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