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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, It is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published In the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate copies.

" Queries, answers, and communications relating to subject8 to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted, will be
found under their respective headings.

QUERIES.

M.B. would like to know if any practitioner has had any experience with
phenocol as to its solvent powers, as alleged, of uric acid calculi by in-
jection direct into the bladder.

HOME FOR RHEUMATIC INVALID.
MR. WM. COTTON, M.B. (Bristol), writes: I would like to know if there is
any inistitution that would receive as an inmate a very old lady, infirm,
and crippled with rheumatisnm, with some small means of her own.
Her sister would be glad to help as far as she can afford.

ANSWER".

ANXIOUS.-The question is one as to which our correspondent should
consult a solicltor.

M.B. would find the information which he requires in Dr. Waller's recent
and excellent treatise on Physiology published by Longman and Co.

MEMBER (Streatham) might put himself in communication with the Lon-
don Sanitary Protection Society, 1, Adam Street, Adelphi, W.C.

DoMINICK.-There is no such person on the MUedical Register of 1891. As to
whether the person ever has been registered application should be
made to the Registrar of the General Medical Council, 299, Oxford
Street, W.

W. T. M.-The degree of M.B. obviously gives no legal claim to the title
of " Doctor." But it has always been customary to concede this title by
courtesy, and there is nothing contrary either to law or to custom i1
the practice. The additional degree of M.A. adds nothing to the argu-
ment on either side.

ETYMOLOGY OF PHENOL.
PHEN.-Carbolic acid is a secondary product obtained in the manufacture

of coal-gas; hence the word pheic in phenie acid. also phenyl and
phenol, from the Greek Oatvw, "1 light," in allusion to the use of coal-gas.

BOOKS ON THE MANAG4EMENT OF HORSES.
M.B. M.A. writes in reply to "Spasnm" to recommend Fisher's Through

Stable and Saddle Room (Bentley). Fleming's PracticalIlorsekeeperis also
good.

DEPILATORY.
MR. F. AUGUSTUS COX, M.B. (St. Leonard's on-Sea) writes: In reply to

"Depilatory." I would suggest the use of sulphide of barium diluted by
admixture with an equal bulk (o0 rather more) of eitherstarch or oxide
of zinc. When applied, the mixture nmust be made into a paste with a
little water, and only allowed to reiiain on the part affected for two or
three minutes, when it must be scraped off with a blunt knife. Elec-
trolysis is preferable if the hairs are of any size.

LAMP SHADES.
G. H. V.-The answer to the quiestion, "What is the best colour for a
lamp shade?" will vary aecording to the exact wants of the individual.
If it be desired to reflect as muich as possible of the lamp light on to
the table the inner surface of the shade should be white and the outer
surface an opaque blue or green, the colour being of little moment. If,
on the contrary, it be desired to light the room, as well as the table or
desk, the shade shouild be of more or less translucent material, with a
white lustrous inner surface, and a light blue or yellow outer surface,
preferably fluted. For the ordinary study table one of the most com-
fortable arrangements is to have the lamp ehimney of light blue glass
and a shade which reflects nearly all the light on the table, allowing a
comparatively small portion to pass through it into the room.

SCARLATINA.
DR. EDWARD L. WILSON (Honorary Secretary Delancey Trustees, Chel-
tenham) writes: in reply to "Infectious Diseases" in the BRlTISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 12th, I beg to state that the mortality from
scarlet fever in the Delancey Hospital from 1875 to 1891 is 9 deaths out
of 638 patients, or 1.41 per cent. Many of the cases were very severe.
In 1889 there were 31 cases, no death; in 1890, 115 cases, with 1 death;
and in 1891, 71 cases, with 2 deaths.

DR. JOHN H. GORNALL (Medical Officer of Health and Medical Superin-
tendent of Fever Hospital, Warrington) writes: " Infectious Disease" is
anxious to have some particulars in reference to scarlet fever treated
in hospital. Annexed I give him ten years' work.

Number of Cases admitted to the
Year. Warrington Infectious Diseases Hospital. Died.
1882 ... ... 212 ... ... 30
1883 ... ... 92 ... ... 11
1884 ... ... 28 ... ... 2
1886 ... ... 13 ... ... 1
1886 ... ... 9 ... ... 4t7
1887 ... ... 61 ... ... 2i1
1888 ... ... 531 ... ... 47
1889 ... ... 220 ... ... 21
1890 ... .. 113 ... ... 10
1891 ... .. 51 .. .. 5

Total ... 1,331 ... ... 127
or 9.5 per cent.

VACCINATIoN FACTS AND FIGURES.
VACCINATOR.-For recent information re vaccination our correspondent
may consult: (1) Reports of Medical Officer to the Privy Council; also
yearly reports of the :Gesundheitsamtei Berlin. (2) Report of Dr. Barry
on Sheffleld Epidemic; summarised in above Reports, in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL, and elsewhere-for example, in Report of Vaccina-
tion Royal Commission, vol. ii. (3) Report of German Vaccination
Commission, presented to the Reichsrath in January, 1885. The sum-
mary of the statistics prepared for this Commission by the Imperial
Board of Health are the most convincing statistics yet published in any
country. They are to be found in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, with
the original explanations (translated), August 29th. 1883. (4) Dr. MeVail's
Vaccination Vindicated. (5) Report of the English Royal Commission on
Vaccination, vols. i, ii, and iii.
For recent attacks on vaccination, read article Vaccina'ion in British

Encyclopwdia. by Dr. C. Creighton; Vaccination and Syphilis, by Dr. C.
Creighton; Dr. Wallace's Pamphlet on Vaccination Statistic8; History oj
.accination, by Professor Crookshank.

NOTES. LETTERS. Etc.

ERRATUM.-Dr. M. Cameron (Glasgow) writes: In your report of the
meeting of the London Obstetrical Society I am reported to have said,
"if the labour had not set in, it should be induced." Now I have
always urged that the operation. should only be performed after labour has
set in, and when the os uteri is partially dilated. I have five cases
coming during March and April, and in each case I will operate during

THE CARPENTER AND DUKES DEFENCE FUND.
DR. WM. F. COLES (50, George Street, Croydon) writes: Will you please
insert the following names as subscribers to the Carpenter and Dukes
Defence Fund?

£ s. d. £ s. d.
Dr. E. E. Shaw ... ... 2 2 0 Dr. C. Holman ... ... ... 1 1 0
Dr. W. M. Ord ... ... 1 1 0 Drs. HearndenandAtkins 2 2 0
Mr. E. Marshall ... ... i 1 0

THE MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION AND BAD DEBTS.
G H.W. writes: There is a society at 8, Berners Street, Oxford Street, that
undertakes the collection especially of medical debts. It is called the
British Medical Protection Society. They are fair in their charges and
dealings, and would save the Medical Defence Union the trouble of un-
dertaking this business. I speak from personal experience, and if mem-
bers will give this society a fair trial I think they will find what they
are wishing for.

FOLK-LORE.
DR. H. P. HELSHAM (Keyworth, near Nottingham) writes: Two or three
vears ago alittle boy, brought to me for nocturnal incontinence, had been
treated by his grandmother to mole (or, as she called it, moleywhaup)
pie. She told me she put the lamp out before giving it to the child, but
he did not much like it.

UNPLEASANT EFFECTS OF CILORALAMIDE.
DR. GEO. ERNEST ALFORD (Honorary Surgeoni Weston-super-Mare Hos-

pital) writes: A few days since I ordered a patient 30 grains of chlora-
lamide, dissolved in spirit, at bedtime. Instead of the usual refreshing
sleep I have found following the use of this drug, in patients suffering
from nervous inromnia. the following symptoms manifested them-
selves: Within five minutes a feeling of stupefaction, and on attempt-
ing to walk a staggering gait, followed in a few more minutes by inco-
herent speech, delusions, faintness, and semi-coma. Within half an
hour she fell irto a heavy sleep, which lasted for eight hours. On
waking she was unrefreshed, and had a severe headache. Just before
sleep ensued, and about twenty minutes after taking the drug, there
was rather violent purging (but no actual vomiting) and sharp diarrhcea.
As I have not met with these results before, and have not read of their
occurrenee. I should be glad to know if any of your rP.Rders have met
with a vimilar case, or whether such symptoms have been previously
reported.
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