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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THEI CURRENT VWEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONs respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W.C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the Office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical
Officers of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other
Reports, favour us with duplicate conies.

W Queries, answers, and communications relating 'to subjects to which
special departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted, will be
found under their respective headings.

QVERIES.

DEPILATORY asks to be recommended a depilatory whicll will effectually
destroy the superfluous hairs without injury to the skin of the face.

D.P.H.CAIBRIDGE asks: Is it possible for a busy practitioner, who has
very little time for reading, to successfully pass both parts of the exa-
miniation for the D.P.H.Camb. at the same time? Is it necessary to
read any other book except Louis Parkes's Ilygiene and Public Health
If so, kindly state which.

G. T. S. writes: I should be obliged for information regarding the follow-
ing matters: (1) Droitwich and its brinie baths for a patient suffering
from rheumiiatic gout. (2) Opinion on a clergyman, aged 29, stalwart
and healthy, who occasionally has sugar in urine. Specific gravity
varying from 1025 to 1029 oni these occasions. It was only brought unider
his notice when undergoing examination for insurance. I have found
specific gravity 1029 one day and next 1018. He feels perfectly wvell. (3)
Where oxygen for inhalation can be procured in Scotland ?

BOOKS ON THE MANAGEMENT OF HORSES.
SPASII.asks to be recommended a book on horses-hints as to age, defects,
etc.; how to recognise such, etc.
*** Horses and Stables, by Sir Frederick FitzWygram, published by

Longman and Co., would be found useful, but there does not appear to
be any popular work which is satisfactory on all points.

SCARLATINA.
INFECTIOUS DiSEASE writes: I should be glad if some of your readers
would inform me what is the average death-rate amongst scarlatina
patients in hospitals for inlfectious diseases. If the medical officers in
charge of any of these institutions would also state tlle number of
cases they have had ulnder their care for the years 1839, 1890, 1891, and
the number of deatlhs each year, I shall feel obliged.

ANSWERS.

PULEX should apply to the Registrar of the College.
A YOUNG DOCTOR.-We understand that it is the custom to estimate the
year's purchase on the gross receipts.

WATERLOO.-The cost of medical education and its duration is likely in
the near future to be raised and lengthened, and we cannot advise the
medical career under the circumstances as a suitable one.

',ENGLISHMAN.-The position in respect to hlomceopathy has so often been
defined and the argiiment dealt with that we can see no advantage in
reopening it afresh by a theoretical discussion.

DR. LIPSCOMBE.-WVe have no information respecting the late Dr. Thomas
Lipscombe, of Tenlnessee, beyond the fact of Ihis death, which was
chronicled in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of February 6th.

A MEDICAL STUDENT.-The diplomas of both B. and A. are adequate and
equivalent; neither appears to have any ground of superiority over the
other. even if it were not contrary to good taste and good feeling to at-
tempt to raise such worthless and invidious distinctions. The L.R.C.P.
lreland gives no legal claim to the title of Dr.

M. D.BRuSSELS.
Da. J. E. BLACKMAN (Portsmouth) writes: In reply to "A Member," I
should advise the following:-Special Pathology and Therapeutics of
Internal Diseases: Roberts's or Taylor's Medicine. Mental Diseases:
Savage's Insanity, or the chapter on this suibject in Fagge's Medicine.
Public Hygiene: Dr. Louis Parkes's boolY. Private Hygiene: An article
by Dr. Southey in Quain's Dictionary under " Personal Health." Medical
Jurisprudence: Dr. Abercrombie's.

ABORTIVE TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA.
DR. D. ANDERSON.-An abstract of the paper on the abortive treztment of
pneumonia, read at the Valencia Medical Congress, by Profesk ar N oli-
ner, appeared in the EPITOME of January 16th, 1892, par. 61.

ELECTRICITY AS APPLIED TO MEDICINE AND SURGERY.
S. B. F. (Andover) writes: I am under the impression tllat " L. G.," under
the above heading, will find Dr. G. V. Poore has published a v ork that
will meet with his requiremcnts, A Textbook of Electrici1y in Medicine
and Surgery.

MR. F. M. FISK calls our at,tention, in reference to the query of " L. G.,"
to a little publication in two volumes. by Wellington Adams, M.D.,
entitled, Electricity: its Application int Mfedicine, published by Parke,
Davis and Co., Detroit, and Holborn Viaduct, London. This little book
appears, however, on inspection, to be chiefly an account of electrical
apparatus and their use in medicine, the apparatus most favoured
being various forms of American apparatus, several devised by the
author himself.

MEDICAL PROVIDENCE.
H. R. KILBURN can obtain full details of the benefits in sickness and ac-
cident, pension allowances and insuraicces of tlhe Medical Sickness,
Annuity, and Insurarnce Society on application to Mr. C. H. Radley,
Assistant Secretary, 25, Wynne Road, Brixton, London, S.W. Its bene-
fits are limited to registered miiedical practitioners and dentists on the
Dentists' Register.

" DOBELL'S SOLUTION."
A MEMBER.-The following is the formula given in Dr. H. Dobell's

Wiwter Cough, 3rd ed. (London, 1875), p. 211: IE Boracis ij, glyc. acid.
carbol. 3ij, sodae bicarb. 3i, aquoe Oss. The water should be warm.
Chloride of ammonium, chlorate of potassium, or Condy's fluid may I e
substituted for the borax.

DIET AND HEALTH.
Mr. W. TOWERS-SMITR (Devoiishire street, W.) writes: Mr. Oldfield, in the
BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 5th, asks for information as to
abstention from meat diet and the reverse. I am able from a consider-
able experience to assure him that a diet consisting largely of meat with
a very small percentage of carbo-hydrates is safe anld extrenmely blcne-
ficial to general health and vigour.

1. A sense of fitness and wellbeing and capacity for any amount of
activity

2. Excellent.
3. Excellent.
4. Beneficial.
5. None.
6. Ilealth and vigour, freedom from colds, etc.
7. Diet has to be regulated accoiding to the peculiarities of each case.

Full nitrogenoiis diet witlh about 20 per ceiit. of carbo-hydrates.
8. Any period desired.
9. Tea and coffee allowed, salt, pepper, and mustard also.
Given a fat man witlh heart and lungs greatly overtaxed, after a

montlh's treatment a sense of great relief is felt. Internal fat disap-
pears rapidly and exercise becomes again a pleasure.

NOTES, LETTERS, Etc,

ERRATUM.-In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of March 5th, page 509,
Mr. J. Benson Cooke was described as " Surgeon, H.M. Prison, Port-
land." Mr. Cooke asks us to state that he is Assistant-Surgeon, not
Surgeon, to the Prison.

UNITED HOSPITALS ATHLETIC CLUB.
WE are requested to state that, by permission of the Committee, a con-
cert in aid of the United Hospitals Athletic Club will be held in the
theatre of the Lyric Club, Coventry Street, on Wednesday, March 23rd,
at 8.30 P..I. The entertainment will include songs, recitations, a short
play, and a banjo quartette. Tickets, 5s. each, can be obtained of Mr.
B. C. Green, St. Bartholomew's Hospital, E.C., and Mr. J. G. Turner, St.
Thomas's Hospital, S.E.

MEDICAL DEFENCE UNION AND BAD DEBTS.
MEMBER, M.D.U. writes: in the annual report of the above to hand we are
told that " the defence of mere debt collecting actions is not within the
province of the Union; " but why not make it so? not so much for the
defeace but for the prosecution. WVhy could not a branch be created
and devoted to the collection of bad professional debts ? We cannot
et justice from the public as a rule, we don't expect gratitude. The
ebt-collecting department of the Union could be made self-supportiDg,

perhaps enhance considerably the cozllers of the Union. Let 25, 30, or
35 per cent. of the recovered money he deducted for expenses incurred,
or let the subscriptions be increased, or both if necessary; the result
would be, I believe, a quadruple increase to the numerical strength of
the Union.
For some such scheme there is a great, a crying demand. Every

brother has the same story to tell-" bad debts, bad debts," with the
inherent dislike of going to court. How familiar is the sound " let him
wait " after a bad midwifery case; how comllmon the boast of " doing the
doctor" is becoming.

If the Union will not take this matter up I 'would suggest that the
General Practitioners' Allianice do so, and whoever does so will, I feel
confident, soon fly the blue ribboll.

FOLK LORE.
HAMPSHIRE SURGEON writes: Since my note concerning folk medicine
appeared in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL I lhave received from a cor-
respondent a statement that in 1848 he-a boy of 8 or 9, living in Nor-
folk, at a place called Cley-next-the-Sea-was treated fOr an initractable
attack of whooping-cough with a roasted mouse, from wvhich, however,
he derived no benefit. I have also under my care a little girl about
2 years old, convalescing from the same disease: here the nurse takes
credit for the cure, "in spite of my medicine," because she has made
the child wear a sprig of garlic in her left shoe - a " sovereign cure"
for the whooping-cough.
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