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objections to the charter in its present form may also be
,urged, which, however, are.for convenience included in the
following summary:-

1. That such a charter will admit of a degree in Medicine being granted
to candidates who have not been examined by the University aurlhorities,
except in one, and that a final examnination.

2. That it will thus be possible for degrees in Medicine to be conferred
upon candidates whose prelimiiinary education in Arts and Natural
Science, and whose special education in Anatomy and Physiology has
been no higher than that of those wlho obtain the ordiniary medical
qualifications as granted by the licensing bodies of England, Scotland, and
Ireland.

3. That any such narrowing of the scope of medical education in a new
metropolitan university must inevitably tend to lower the standard of
,requirements which has hitherto been demanded from all candidates who
desire a degree of Medicine.

4. That in the event of a university being established with a charter
-such as that to which we take objection, special advantages for obtaining
medical degrees on easy terms will be offered to students who study in
the metropolitan hospitals, which will be denied to those who study in
provincial schools.

5. That in consequence of this exclusion, the provincial schools of medi-
.cine, and the hospitals connected with them, imiust be placed at a serious
disadvantage. and their efficiency injuriously affected.

6. That as these provincial schools and hospitals lhave in many cases
attained a high state of efficiency, whichl compares favourably with that
-of the constituent medical colleges of the proposed new University, it is
undesirable in the interests of the public, who have so largely contributed
to their support, that their efficiency slhould be impaired, and the efforts
for the spread of education in the provinces tlhus thwarted.

7. That it is opposect to the welfare of the community that obstacles
should be thus placed in the way of the professional training of those
who, for pecuniary or other.reasons, desire to be educated in local
-schools.
As regards the composition of tbe proposed Albert University and its

governing body, we desire finally to point out that the disparities now
-existing would be largely removed by (1) reducing the number of medical
representatives, which could be done by permitting St. Bartholomew's,
St. Thomas's, and Guy's Hospital, each to have one representative, and
allotting two to the remainder as grouped institutions, or by some such
.arrangement; by wlhieh means the ten medical representatives would be
reduced to five. (2) By increasing the number of science and arts repre-
*sentatives by adding to those faculties insti utions such as the Royal
College of Science, which, in our opinion, ought to form part of any
,teaching university in London.
The document is signed by Bertram C. A. Windle, M.A.,

M.D., D.Sc., Queen's College, Birmingham; E. Markham
'Skerritt, B.A., M.D., F.R.C.P., Bristol Medical School; and
W. Tusting Cocking, M.D., Sheffield Medical School.

INDIGENOUS MEDICAL SYSTEMS OF INDIA.
AT a recent meeting of the West London Medico-Chirurgical
*Society Surgeon-Lieutenant-Colonel Hendley, C.I.E., T.M.S.,
read a paper giving his experiences in the native States in
which he had served for more than twenty years. He re-
rviewed the practices of the orthodox Baids (Hindu physicians)
and Hakims (Alussulman practitioners), who had absolutely
no knowledge of anatomy or physiology, and described the
Yunani or Greek lhumoral system, which was that practised by
the Hakims. Surgery was relegated to barbers and quacks,
iknown as jharrahs, in whose hands gangrene from tight ban-
daging and other atrocities were frequent. To these must
%.e added Sathiyas or couchers, who operated on the eye with
;an alarming percentage of failure. Much injury was done by
the use of impure drugs and over-drugging, but, on the other
hand, the best men largely used massage and gentle move-
ment of joints with good result. Jain and Sikh priests prac-
tised empirically amongst their religious disciples, but the
,common people relied most on charms, ceremonies, and fer-
Nvent worship at shrines. Quack medicines were sold every-
,where, and legislation was imperatively demanded against
the sale of secret remedies containing poisofls. The European
system was, however, making great strides; for example, in
,his own district (Jaipur), with a population of 3,000,000, his
#major operations had risen in ten years from 97 to 236 per
annum in his central hospital alone.; while in his dispen-
,saries, which had increased from 16 to 27, upwards of 2,000
tmajor and 67,000 minor operations had been performed. In
medical cases progress was also well marked. In 1890
170,000 new cases were treated against 57,000 in 1881 ; and, in
-all, 1,100,000 new cases had been under treatment in ten
years. In the prevention of disease much was done every-
where by improved sanitation, vaccination, and the regula-
tion of fairs, etc., and the number of native medical men in
private practice was also increasing.

IRISH DISPENSARY DOCTORS.
AT a meeting of the Londonderry and North-West of Ireland
Branch of the British Medical Association on February 3rd,
the following resolution was carried unanimously: "That
this meeting of the North-West of Ireland Branch of the
British Medical Association, seeing in the medical papers
and in the Irish Times that efforts are being made by the Poor-
law medical officers to promote a Bill to secure for them
pensions and other advantages, express their cordial approba-
tion of the movement, and their earnest desire that these
hardworked members of our profession may be successful in
their endeavour to obtain such a well-merited recognition of
their services."-The County Galway Branch of the Irish
Medical Association held a meeting on February 1st, at which
a resolution was passed that the Bill of the Irish Medical
Association would be practically worthless unless it contained
clauses as to compulsory pensions after a certain service, and
a month's holiday every year as a matter of right. It was
decided to send three delegates to the conference which is to
be held in T)ublin.-At the third meeting of the Poor-law
medical officers of the county of Armagh held on February
2nd, the feeling of those present was strongly in favour of
pushing on a Bill or Bills containing provisions for an in-
crease of salary to at least £200 a year, or to be allowed mile-
age on the visiting tickets, an annual holiday, a substitute
being provided at the expense of the committee, and a retir-
ing pension. Resolutions in this sense were passed, as was
also one approving of the Draft Medical Charities Amend-
ment Bill with regard to its definition of a " poor person "
and the mode of cancelling tickets proposed by the Irish
Medical Association. It was decided to send three delegates
from County Armagh to the forthcoming conference in Dub-
lin. Votes of thanks were unanimously passed to Mr. Ernest
Hart, Dr. A. Jacob, Mr. W. Thomson, and the Irish Medical
Association for the trouble they had taken and the interest
they had shown in the cause of the Irish dispensary doctors.

THE INDIGENCE OF OUR HOSPITALS.
THE Lord Chancellor presided on February 4th at a meeting
of the Hospitals Association, when Mr. B. Burford Rawlings
read a paper on the Chronic Indigence of Our Hospitals.
He said that the deficit of 1890 had been exceeded by that of
1891, and whatever might be said of a certain number of
favoured hospitals, the income of the whole was clearly a
diminishing quantity. According to the present system, the
work of what was nothing else than a great public depart-
ment had to be undertaken by voluntary agencies, which had
to obtain the major part of their incomes by pleading in
competition, without the power to demand of anybody a
single penny, liable to have their supplies curtailed or
stopped if they failed to satisfy requirements, however un-
reasonable, and at the mercy of any ill-natured or ignorant
criticism that might be offered. With regard to the raising
of funds, the lecturer asked what would come of the much-
vaunted system of support by voluntary contributions if it
were not for the fact that every institution was cherished by
a small group of special friends. After citing an instance in
which 88 persons contributed £45,893 out of a total of £C55,287
that had to be obtained, he remarked that there was only one
alternative to importunity, and that was to lessen the work
performed. The difficulties in the way of raising funds were
steadily increasing, and these difficulties had to be met.
A discussion followed, in which Mr. T. Bryant, Dr. Bris-

towe, Mr. T. Holmes, and Mr. H. C. Burdett took part.
The Chairman, in closing the discussion, remarked that the

voluntary character of the hospitals seemed to him to be the
very essence of the matter. The moment they got Govern-
ment aid they must have Government supervision. He was
appalled at the comparatively small number of persons who
were shown to take part in this national duty of supporting
hospitals. He could not think that this was from want of
heart, but rather from a want of thought, and he, therefore,
agreed that it was imperatively necessary that they should
bring a knowledge of the facts home to the public.
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