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LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH
THE OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELE-
GRAMS CAN BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting Editorial matters should be addressed to the
Editor, 429, Strand, W C., London; those concerning business matters,
non-delivery of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager,
at the office, 429, Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the
editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the
Office of the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH
MEDICAL JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the
Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications
should authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily
for publication.

CORRESPONDENTs not answered are requested to look to the Notices to
Correspondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT
UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

A Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which
8pecial departments of the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL are devoted, will be
found under their respective headings.

QVERIES.

A MEMBER would like to know'%what periodical prizes are open for com-
petitiorT to the profession; and if a list of such prizes is obtainable,
with the subjects of next competitions and any other infolmation
tlieron ?

THE " MEDICAL REGISTER."
REGISTERED ASSISTANT wishes to know (1) if failure to supply the com-
pilers of the Medical Register with his change of address is enouglh to
warrant the omission of his name from the Register; (2) to whom lhe
may apply for r:sinstatement ?
**i. Yes. 2. The Registrar of the General Medical Council, 299,

Oxford Street, W.
VARIA.

VACCINE asks: 1. Is it customary to append M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P. to one's
name on visiting cards? 2. Should a patient, who has been accus-
tomed for years to a 10-minim dose of liquor strychnihe three times
daily, be advised to give it up? 3. If vaccination does not " take" after
l-epeated trials, and after every precaution has been used, may the sub-
ject consider himself protected against small-pox?
*** 1. The custom varies, and it is a matter of taste. 2. Yes; and a

miiore innocuous tonic-gentian and mineral acids, or bark and am-
monia-temporariliV suibstituted. 3. Probably so.

ANSWERS.

M.B., M.A. (Hereford).- The article is obviously a piece of ill-judged
journalistic enterprise, with which the victim could have had i1o pos-
sible connection.

JUNIOR MEMBER.--1. By application to the Postmaster Gene-al. 2. We
do not know of any such appoinitments, but the question might be
asked of the Secretary to the Board.

DR. GALLOWAY.-The apparatus recommended by Dr. Manson for use in
the treatment of hepatic abscess, mentioiled in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of January 23rd, is made by Messrs. S. Maw, Son, and Thomp-
son, 7 to 12, Aldersgate Street, E.C.

NOTES. LETTERS, Etc.

AN TInSH DiSPENSARY DOCTOR's DEATH: AN APPEAL.
Din. ALBERT MIOUILLOT (Gorey, co. Wexford) writes: Last week you

recorded the death of Dr. Abraham Bestall, who was for twenty-eight
years dispensary medical officer in Camolin. He leaves a widow anid
fouir children absolutely unprovided for. A public subscription is to
be started on Janiuary 27th, and if any of the more wealthy members of
ttile profession will be kind enouigh to aid in relieving the poverty of
the family I will be glad to receive subscriptions.

PROFESSOR PAJOT ON THERAPEUTICS AND SURGERY.
IN a comment on a Frenich translation of Sir Spencer Wells's Bradslhaw
Lecture, published in the Annales de GWyncologie, Professor Pajot ob-
serves: " This is the principle that dominates all therapeutics-an
honest, intelligent, and prudent doctor should always proportion the
dangers of the remedy to the gravity of the disease. If the formula of
Danton is applicable to politcies, it is none the less disastrous in medi-
cine. A few bold successes may be paid by twenty reverses. Let there
be no timidity, no rashness; we must have reason and prudence when
human life is at stake.

OVERT AND SUPPRESSED GOUT.
DR. ALFRED G. BARRS (Leeds) writes: In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL
of January 30th, page 229, I am made to quote Dr; Clifford Allbutt to
the effect that "overt" gout is attended with greater risk of visceral
complications than the more pronounced articular affection. I used
the wo-d "overt" to describe "the pronouniced articular affection,"
and intended to convey what I believe I heal d Dr. Clifford Allbutt say
some ten or twelve years ago, that overt gout (uratosis) is attended
with less risk of visceral disease than what is populaely known as
suppressed gout (lithTumia).

FUNERAL CUSTOMS.
DR. J. B. RICHARDSON (Torquay) writes: Some years ago I wrote an
article to the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL upon the question of " Re-
moving the Hat at Funerals," and the amounts of illness frequently
caused by so doing. I then recommended that the hat should not be
removed. You were kind enough to comment upon it, and said that
you did not think the public would keep the hat on on these occasions.
Now, however, when the country has been thrown into mourning owing
to the death of our much-beloved prince, caused in all probability by
his standing at a funeral with head exposed, it seems to me that some-
thing further should be suggested as a remedy for this evil. Having
lately had under my care the Bishop of Nottingham, I consulted him
upon the subject. He quite agreed as to the harm that was occasioned,
and assured me that anyone would be showing every respect on these
solemn occasions if he wore a black skull cap. Now that so high a
clerical authority as this learned divine has given his adhesion to this
idea, I hope that all my medical brethren whose health is not of the
best will accept the suggestion, and advise their patients to follow
their example.

HEALTH OF FLORENCE.
DR. W. WILSoN, F.R.C.P.L., writes: In the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL of
D)ecember 26th, 1891, there was an article entitled " Relative Healthiness
of Italian cities," based on a statement of the Time8 Correspondent at
Rome; his calculation is illogical and fallacious, for he estimates the
salubrity of Florence from the mortality owing to typhoid in 1890-91,
when the city was suffering from a very widespread epidemic, caused
by accidental circumstances and affecting more especially the lower
classes - such had not occurred since 1870-he compared it with Rome
and Naples, and other cities which had escaped this calamity, deducing
from the statistics of one year evidlence of permanent insalubrity;
straining an argument of this kind one might contend that as the mor-
tality in this epidemic was only 1 in mle, Florence must be infinitely
healthier than London and other citi6s where the mortality ranges
from 1 in 4l to 1 in 8, and adduce also proof of superior healthiness
because for the last three months there has been an almost total ab-
sence of typhoid; in fact, at the large hospital of St. Maria Nuova,
there has been only one post-mortem examination of typhoid during
that period; two competent authorities take a very different view of
the healthfulness of this city. Sir Douglas Galton writes: "I took
some interest in seeking out what effect the conditions of Florence
might have in respect of typhoid on the garrison as compared with the
other garrisons of Italy; out of 29 cities in Italy which have numerous
garrisons only two present a lower mortality from typhoid than
Florence."
Torelli, in his classical work Carta della Malaria clell Italia, mentions

that only six provinces are exempt from fever (malaria), " Genoa,
Porta Maurizio, Florence, Piacinga, Massa Carrara, and Pesaro." but
these two latter authorities based their statistics on the evidence
drawn from a series of years, and not from a single twelvemonth.
There was a severe shock of an earthquake at Mentone once, but people
still go there. The Times Correspondent makes the rate of mortality
at Florence greater than at Rome or Naples, which is notoriously
incorrect.

THE TITLE OF "DOCTOR."
MR. ED. HUSSEY (Oxford) writes: The question of the title borne by
physicians who have not been "capped" in a university is again
brought to notice by the letter of Dr. Moore in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL of January 16th. Enclosed is a copy of a letter I have ad-
dressed to himn in reply. If professional men are not to be addressed
by a title generally adopted in society there are no signs of unwilling-
ness to follow custom in speaking of persons of noble birth and higher
station. A person of high rank by marriage, often mentioned in
public, is nowlhere called Sir John Campbell, the only title to which he
has a "right " by the " law" to which Dr. Moore and some otlhers are so
ready to appeal.

To Dr. J. W. Moore, M.D., Dublinl.
Slr,-With this I send a printed copy of a letter addressed by me

several years ago to Dr. Wyllie; neither he nor anyone else has given
an answer. My attention is recalled to the subject by your letter in
the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL. To you, as to everyone else who cares
for the subject, I subrmit that it is the rule of society to call a plhFsician
a " Doctor," anid to address him as suclh at all times and on al occa-
sions ; and that it is a want of courtesy to do otlherwise in speaking or
in writing. You cannot show any law or judicial opinion forbidding
this or controlling society in acting with that courtesy toward profes-
sional men of education and gentle bearing. Nobody denies the right
of the universities to confer degrees in the difterent faculties, nor did
any person-except, perhaps, a Quaker-publicly and persistently chal-
lenge the courtesy of society until the President and Fellows of the
College of Plhysicians in Irelanci adopted the resolutioni printed in your
letter.-I am, Sir, etc., E. L. HUSsEy.-Oxford, January 26th, 1892.

OBESITY AND STERILITY.
MR. W. TOWERS-SIITMI (Devonshire Street, W.) writes: Mrs. A. con-
sulted the late Dr. MIatthews Duncan for sterility early in 1890. Married
five years, no family. She herself was one of nine children, three
married sisters all with families. Menstruation irregular and scanty,
very obese. Dr. Duncan could find no physical reason for sterility ex-
cept fat. He advised Mrs. A. to consult me, March loth, 1890. She
came and was placed on dietetic treatment, on the lines laid down and
published in the BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL from time to time since

ERRATUM.-In Dr. Batty Tuke's paper, published on January 16th, page
106, first column, fourth line fromi foot, the sentence slhould r-ead As
a rule, in general paralysis, the base is free from indications of
disease."
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