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Petersburg and Warsaw Railway during 1885, 1886, 1887, were
cases of grippe.

It is not easy to estimate the exact value of these statistics, but
they would appear to prove that influenza has been present in
widely different parts of the Russian Empire, and that its inci-
dence upon the Western provinces was especially severe. In 1889
the first recognised cases of influenza in the Russian Empire ap-
pear to have occurred in the second half of May at Bokhara;
before the middle of July, half the Europeans dwelling at New
Bokhara had been attacked. At the beginning of October influ-
enza appeared in Tomsk, over wide areas in Siberia, and in the
province of Ufa in Astrakhan (European Russia). By the end of
the month it had made its way to St. Petersburg, and was preva-
lent in the province of Kostroma in the middle of European Russia.
It is not stated whether these dates are old or new style, but, from
other sources, we know that they are old style; this ought to have
been made clear.
The authors point out that the recent epidemic has fully con-

firmed Hirsch's view, that a pandemic of influenza does not spread
along one line, but in a radiating fashion.
In the clinical section of the volume a summary is given of

recent bacteriological investigations, and the question whether
influenza is to be classed with the miasmatic or the contagious
maladies is discussed. Several instances apparently proving its
infectious nature observed during the recent epidemic are given,
but their number might easily have been increased. The only
instance with which our readers are not already acquainted is one
observed by Professor Kusnezow, but the details are not given
with any precision. At the beginning of the epidemic a large
number of cases occurred among the students of the fifth year at
.the University of Charkow who had been in intimate relations
with a single case. Professor Kusnezow also dwells on the gradual
apread of the disease through a family as evidence of its conta-
gious nature-first the father, then the mother, and then the chil-
dren suffering.
The authors describe the three clinical varieties of influenza

asually recognised-the nervous, the catarrhal, and the gastric.
A good account of the complications and sequelw is given; but
the effect of the epidemic on the death-rate, though indicated, is
not analysed, as it has been, for instance, in the pages of this
JOURNAL. The statement that about 650,000 persons were at-
tacked in St. Petersburg is reproduced without criticism-indeed
it is supplemented by the further statements that 300,000 suffered
in Moscow, 100,000 in Odessa, and that in Charkow hardly a family
escaped.

Dr. Drozda appears to be responsible for the list of references
appended to the volume; it is woefully incomplete, and shows in
particular a want of acquaintance with the best sources of infor-
mation in English literature.

A PRACTICAL GUTIDE TO MEAT INSPECTION. By THOMAS
WALLEY, M.R.C.V.S. Edinburgh and London: Young J. P'ent-
land. 1890.

A BOOK on meat inspection by so competent a veterinarian as the
Principal of the Edinburgh Royal Veterinary College can hardly fail
to be interesting, and to contain many useful suggestions. He has
had thirty years' experience in his profession, a long official con-
nection with the Edinburgh abattoirs, and brings to his task a
store of information on the subject he deals with. The author
writes in a plain, straightforward way, not dogmatically, many
of his statements being put forward merely as personal opinions.
The chief fault of the little work appears to be its want of orderly,
systematic arrangement, hut this is of less importance as a good
index is provided. Mr. WALLEY points out how much the ques-
-tion as to what flesh is marketable is ruled by fashion; thus the
.carcass of an ox or sheep unbled no one would purchase, but un-
bled game is bought at a high price. Nor indeed can a definite
.answer always be given to the question, What meat is nocuous?
Should the owner of a carcass be dishonest, much of the evidence
which would enable the inspector to judge rightly is withheld.
it is noted that the more certainly it can be shown that any par-
ticular disease from which an animal has suffered is capable of
being transmitted from animals to man, the less hesitation should
there be in condemning its flesh for the purposes of human food.
In particular, the author supposes it will be admitted that when
an animal has been slaughtered while suffering from any of the
following diseases, its flesh is absolutely unfitted for human food;
mortification, pyeemia, septiceemia, uramia, erysipelas, anthrax,

variola, trichinosis, glanders or farcy, hydatid disease of the
muscles, dropsy, the advanced stages of rabies or swine fever,
cattle plague, well marked cachectic conditions, whether these be
cancerous, tuberculous, or otherwise; and also when putrefaction
has set in, and when marked physical changes have taken place
as the result of inflammatory or febrile affections or important
forms of blood deterioration.
The book is handsomely printed and illustrated with beautiful

chromo-lithographs. What is a matter of some importance, the
volume is not too big for the inspector's pocket.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
"Agenda du Chimiste." Par G. SALET, CHI. GIRtAnD, and

A. PABST. (Paris: Hachette. 1890.)-This work is a collection
of chemical constants and analytical details. It is divided
into three parts. In Part I are tables for conversion of English
weights and measures into French; tables of coefficients of
expansion of gases, vapour tensions, and vapour densities. Also
tables of specific gravities of solids, liquids, and gases; tables
showing the relationship between the specific gravities and
the weights of dissolved solids in various solutions; and
the temperatures of combustion, fusion, and ebullition of
various substances. In Part II the elements are enume-
rated, with their symbols, equivalent weights, atomic weights,
and specific heats; also tables of constants concerning the pro-
perties of many mineral and organic compounds. Part II[ deals
with constants bearing upon technical chemistry as applied to the
arts and industries. Water analysis, alkalimetry, assaying of
useful metals, composition of alloys, chemistry of bleaching, and
milk and urine analyasis are here treated of; also the chemistry of
glass and wax manufactures, explosives, fats, sugars, wines, paper,
and colouring matters. As a book of reference, this little volume,
which is in its fourth edition, cannot fail to be of the greatest
service to all chemists and analysts.

Studies in Evolution and Biology. By ALICE BODINGTON.
(Elliot Stock. Pp. 220.)-This is an interesting and cleverly-
written little book; it conveys in a lucid and pleasant style a
large amount of easily-assimilable matter, and clearly indicates
that Mrs. Bodington has a good grasp of the general principles of
evolution. The book is not a systematic treatise on evolution or
natural history; it consists of a series of short studies on bio-
logical subjects. The first one deals with the pineal eye of lizards,
and the curious eyes of Onchidium, especially in connection with
Semper's strained hypothesis as to the relation of the multiple
eyes of this mollusk, and the fish Periophthalmus. The study of
extinct species and surviving forms of mammals is interesting for
the speculation it contains relating to the immediate ancestors of
man, but, it must be added, it leaves the question as obscure as
ever. The remarks on the flora of the past are a reproof to the
cautious timidity of botanists, and should serve to stimulate them
to construct a genealogy of plants. Micro-organisms as parasites
receive, as they justly deserve, a fair share of attention, amcebic
warfare being carefully considered, especially in relation to patho-
genic organisms. A summary of Morris's view, that the air
bladder of fish is a degenerate lung, is very instructive and sug-
gestive, and the same may be said of the articles on neo-Lamarck-
ism, and the origin of the fittest; this last contains abstracts from
the writings of Professor Cope. It would be wrong to criticise
the views presented in this book, because the authoress places
them before the reader not as her own theories, but as the specu-
lations of others, and in many cases she has selected them with
great care and judgment; several of them have not been previously
put before the general reader in a form likely to attract atten-
tion. A little more care should have been exercised in correcting
the proofs, and if a second edition is called for, the names of ani-
mals should be correctly spelt; for instance, on page 166 the
names of Lepidosiren, Polypterus, and Menobranchus are incor-
rectly spelt. There is also great inaccuracy and inconsistency in
writing the names of animals; many of them are printed in italics,
as they should be, but many are not; again, it is wrong to use a
capital letter for the specific name; thus Rhinoceros tichorhinus
is spelt on page 35 as R. Tichorrinus, also Ovibos Mioschatus
(page 43) Paleocetus sedgwicki appears as Palceocetus Sedgwickii
(page 50). In several places," ce "appears for " e." These seem small
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matters, but they mar the pleasure of reading, and with a little
care are easily avoidable.

Year Book of the Scientific and Learned Societies of Great
Britain and Ireland. (London: Charles Griffin and Co. 1890)-
The seventh annual issue of this useful work of reference has
recently been issued. It contains particulars of the objects officers.
and local habitations of all the principal scientific and learned
societies throughout the country. Lists of papers read before
these societies are given, so that the volume is to some extent are-
cord of the progress of the year. The information, so far as we
have been able to test it, appears to be remarkably full and ac-
curate. It is a little surprising to find the Medical Department of
the Local Government Board figuring as a learned society, and it
is not clear why the St. Thomas's Hospital Medical and Physical
Society is given a prominent place while other societies of the
same class are relegated to the smallest type. These are, how-
ever, faults of redundance, and faults of this class are most venial
in a book of reference.

Spinal Concussion Surgqically Considered as a Cause of Spinal
Injury, and Neurologically Restricted to a certain Symptom Group,
for which is sugqgested the designation Erichsen's Disease as one Form
of the Traumatic Neuroses. By S. V. CLEVENGER, M.D., of
Chicago. With thirty wood-engravings. (Philadelphia and Lon-
don: F. A. Davis. 1889.)-This inflated and obscure title affords
an indication of the difficulty that will be experienced in doing
full justice to Dr. Clevenger's book, which, though compiled with
mucti labour, and presenting to the reader conclusions of origin-
ality and value, seems to have been prepared without any regard
to lucidity or grace of diction. The author has certainly devoted
much time and attention to the study of a very difficult subject,
and his views on the pathology of so-called spinal concussion
claim much consideration from practical surgeons; on which
grounds most English readers, we imagine, will regret both the
literary defects of his work and the extreme bitterness of its
polemical sections. The intrcductory chapters, which deal with
the views of recognised authorities on the subject of spinal con-
cussion, especially Erichsen and Oppenheim, are followed by a
series of illustrative cases treated by Dr. Clevenger and others. by
a good chapter on the symptoms described by Erichsen as indica-
tive of spinal concussion, and by three chapters on diagnosis, in-
cluding the use of electricity, which chapters, together with that
on pathology, we are disposed to consider the most instructive por-
tion of ttis book. The proposal to give the designaticn of
"Erichsen's Disease" to the group of symptoms of spinal irrita-
tion described by that surgeon more than twenty years ago, will,
we think, be regarded by most scientific surgeons as an injudicious
one, and likely to lead to confusion and to increase rather than to
diminish the difficulties in the course of future investigation. Dr.
Clevenger's view concerning the pathology of the complex morbid
condition known as spinal concussion is a very ingenious and sug-
gestive one, and serves to point out a common origin for many
symptoms that have hitherto seemed to be independent and be-
yond the influence of any single bond of association. According to
this view, the spinal sympathetic nervous system is the main and
original seat of the disease, and the functions of the cord are de-
ranged as a result of secondary vasomotor disturbances.

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SCIENCES.

DIURETIN.
THEOBROMIN-SODIO-SALICYLATE has lately been introduced as a
diuretic under the name of diuretin. Theobromine, which occurs
in cacao, is chemically allied to caffeine, but according to experi-
ments which have been made by Dr. Gram, and reported in the
Therapeutische _Monatschefte, it possesses the advantage of ab-
sence of any irritating influence on the central nervous system,
which results in sleeplessness, etc. As theobromine is very in-
soluble in water, Dr. Gram found the most suitable form of ad-
ministration to be the sodio-salicylate. Diuretin is a white

powder; it dissolves when warmed in about half its weight of
water, no precipitation occurring upon cooling. The sample
which we have examined has been sent by Messrs. Burroughs,
Wellcome and Co., Snow Hill Buildings, E.C., who are the sole
agents for the manufacturers, Knoll and Co., Ludwigshafen.

AN INTRATYMPANIC SYRINGE, DOUCHE, AND ASPIRATOR:
A VULCANITE EAR SHOOT.

WANTING a tympanic syringe, and not finding what I sought, I
asked Messrs. Weiss to make me one from my own drawings. I
have used it now many times, and find it answers my purpose
admirably. It consists of five tubes, two of which (A and B) are

.
.

F~~~

D

pointed for perforating the drumhead; the other three are blunt,
one large (c) and one small (D) for fluids, and one large (E.) to be
kept exclusively for powders. These tubes each fit on to cne end
(L) of the handle (F). This handle consists of a tube (L to M) and a
haft. The front portion (L) of the tube is at an angle a little
greater than a right angle with the haft, the hind portion (m) at
about an angle of 450; this keeps the hand out of the line of
sight. The haft of the handle is slightly hollowed on both sides
to take the fingers, thus giving more firmness in holding it. The
syringe (G), which also, when reversed, acts as an aspirator, the
insufflator (H) and the douche (T) all fit into the end (M) of the
handle; the insuffilator having a small opening at (N) for the
powder to be inserted.

In case of suppuration, on the first sign of pent-up matter in
the tympanic cavity, I perforate the membrane with tube A or B,
as the case may be, always, however, preferring the larger tube;
then, using the syringe as an aspirator, draw out as much of the
pus as I can from the cavity. The syringe is then detached,
emptied, and filled with a waim acid solution of perchloride of
mercury, about 1 in 3,000, with 3 grains of tartaric acid to the
ounce; a drop or two of this is injected into the tympanum.
Great care must be taken when using the sharp point not to injure
the tympanic walls and contents, and should the point slip out of
the perforation, it is better to use a blunt point instead of re-
inserting the sharp one. Again, if the patient is unsteady, and
there is not much bulging of the membranes, I prefer to perforate
with a Woakes's perforator, and then insert a blunt point. If a

perforation has taken p:ace-and it usually has, for it is rare to
catch a case of acute suppuration before the burst has occurred-
a blunt point, according to the size of the hole, should be used.
When a powder is necessary, the tube kept specially for dry treat-
ment must be employed. With the insufflator you are able to
place the powder on the exact spot you want, and the ball has

 on 24 M
ay 2023 by guest. P

rotected by copyright.
http://w

w
w

.bm
j.com

/
B

r M
ed J: first published as 10.1136/bm

j.1.1532.1076 on 10 M
ay 1890. D

ow
nloaded from

 

http://www.bmj.com/

