
April 5, 1890.] TBE BRITISR MPBICAL JOULYAL.

LETTERS, NOTES, AND ANSWERS TO
CORRESPONDENTS.

COMMUNICATIONS FOR THE CURRENT WEEK'S JOURNAL SHOULD REACH THE
OFFICE NOT LATER THAN MIDDAY POST ON WEDNESDAY. TELEGRAMS CAN
BE RECEIVED ON THURSDAY MORNING.

COMMUNICATIONS respecting editorial matters should be addressed tothe Editor,
429, Strand, W.C, London; those concerning business matters, non-delivery
of the JOURNAL, etc., should be addressed to the Manager, at the Office, 429,
Strand, W.C., London.

IN order to avoid delay, it is particularly requested that all letters on the

editorial business of the JOURNAL be addressed to the Editor at the office of
the JOURNAL, and not to his private house.

AUTHORS desiring reprints of their articles published in the BRITISH MEDICAL
JOURNAL are requested to communicate beforehand with the Manager, 429
Strand, W.C.

CORRESPONDENTS who wish notice to be taken of their communications should
authenticate them with their names-of course not necessarily forpublication.

CORRESPONDENTS not answered are requested to look to the Notices to Corre-
spondents of the following week.

MANUSCRIPTS FORWARDED TO THE OFFICE OF THIS JOURNAL CANNOT UNDER ANY
CIRCUMSTANCES BE RETURNED.

PUBLIC HEALTH DEPARTMENT.-We shall be much obliged to Medical Officers
of Health if they will, on forwarding their Annual and other Reports, favour
us with Duplicate Copies.

a

Queries, answers, and communications relating to subjects to which special

departments of the JOURNAL are devoted, will be found under their-respective
headings.

QUERIES.
DR. R. R. IRENTOUL (Liverpool) asks for the names of any books referring to
the history ofhospitals and medical charities.

MR. A. AInBROSE (Buckhurst Hill, Essex) asks to beinformed of some cheap
rudimentary book upon sanitary and hygienic matters suitable for school-

children.
DR. T. H. CIIEATLE (Buirford, Oxon.) writes: Can any gentleman recommend
a farmer who would take care for a few months of a patient who wishes to
leave off spirits?

MEMBER would be greatly obliged if some correspondent would publish in the
JOURNAL a good form of the "usual bond" required between principal and
assistant.

DEPILATORY.
DR. SHELTON DALY (Manchester) writes: A young lady, aged 26, a patient of

mine, is desirous of having some hairs removed from her chin. I should be
much obliged if any member can give me advice upon the matter. She is
healthy, of good coloutr; hair crisp, curly, and dark.

CHLOROFORM IN DELIRIUM TREMENS.
T. C. D. asks forinformation as to the administration of chloroform in the acute

stage of delirium tremens where the ordinary narcoticshave failed to producesleep. Having heard of a case where sound sleep followed theinhalation of
chloroform in which other means had failed, he asks for the views of those

who have had experience in the matter.
The question, of course, arises whether with the known tendency to heartfailutre in acute alcoholism, it is justifiable to chloroform the patient; the

result in the above case was so satisfactory that it seems worthy considera-
tion.

WOUNDS PRIODUCED BY NEW MAGAZINE RIFLE BULLET.

G. R. writes: It would be interesting if any readers coutld give some particulars

of a wound inflicted on a civilian some time ago at Aldershot by the new

magazine rifle bullet.

ANSWERS.
Mn. T. S. ELLIS -The title of the pamphlet referred to appears to be The Treat-senit of Painful F/at.foot 1,y Massage, by Dr. A. Landerer (Leipzig); and an

abstract is given of it in the London Medical Recorder, January 20th, 1890, by
Dr. E. J. Edwardes.

MR. WILLIAMt MUIR (GIlasgow).-Mr. Ernest Hart's letters on A Trip to the
Fortunate Islandshave, as we have before stated, been republished by Messrs.
Smith, Elder, and Co., 15, Waterloo Place, London, S.W.

J. M. (Melton Mowbray).-Dr. Meymott Tidy's report appears to have consisted
of two parts: first, a record of facts: no poison was found; and, secondly, an

opinion founded on those facts. We do not appreciate our correspondent's
contention that a professor of medical jurisprudence making such an exa-

mination is not entitled to form an opinion and to state it. As to how farthat
opinionshould prevail is a question for others, but one for the solution of
which the data are furnished inthe report of facts.

NOTES, LETTERS, ETC.

MR. LAWRENCE HAMI.rTON desires us to call attention to some articles wlhich he

has published inthe County Council Gazette, in whichhlie has given a consider-
able amount of information on the subject of the waste fish of Billingsgate
Market, referred to in the article published in the JOURNALof March 15th,
page 616.

CHEYNE-STOKES RESPIRATION.MR. F. W. PILKINGTON, L.R.C.P.Lond. (Oxford), writes: The morbid appear-

ances usually noticed lead us to conclude that it is caused by a lesion situated

either in the vascular or cerebral systems, and in the following case the patho-
logical appearances noticed point in a conclusive manner to the medulla as
the "irritative centre," the lesion itself being secondary to extensive cardiac
disease.

WV. W., aged 62, a single and very intemperate man, was ad(mitted withl
symptoms of dementia, characterised by restless excitement, sleeplessness, and
dirty habits, withl general loss of memory and of consciousness for his sur-
roundings, so that he could give no information about himself or his former
life.The right pupil was dilated and uneven in outline, the tongue was pro-
truded straight, speech slow and indistinct, gait tottering, arcus senilis and
cording of the radial and temporal vessels were well marked, area of cardiac
dulness increased, no bruit, urine normal.
Patient's general condition remained unchanged until an attack of facial

erysipelas set in four days before death, and durlng which his physical condi-
tion became rapidly worse. Twelve hours before death the typical character-
istics of Cheyne-Stokes breathing set in, the rise and fall taking exactly half
a minute, and the pause also half a minute. Patient was unconscious,
and the right arm was found to be motionless. During the period
of rest the face assumed a deathlike stillness, and the pulse, which
had been beating at the rate of 46 per minute, became impercep-
tible, but gradually increased in volume until the deepest inspira-
tion, then decreased in the same ratio as the respirations. At the post-mortemexaminatiointwo small patches of recent ulceration were found in the ascend.
ing aorta; the mitral and aortic vahles were thickened. In the brain, a patch
of recent softening, the size of a filbert, was found in the left cuneate lobe; a

second smaller patch in the third temporo-sphenoidal convolution of the right
side; and a thlird, of still more recent date, affecting the right anterior
pyramid of the medulla.

THE FASTING MAN.
MR. G. N. ROBINS, M.R.C.S.Eng., L.R.C.P.EDIN. (Westminster) writes: The

effect of the continuance of the fast upon Signor Succi's condition during the
second week will be seen on reference to the appended chart. He has lost in
weight 18lbs. 12ozs., yet his muscular strength is apparently unaltered. He
sleeps soundly, and, except that he is getting very emaciated in appearance,
is apparently none the worse for his experiment. The urea excreted is now
considerably less than half the original amount, in itself a proof of the ab-
sence of nitrogenous food materials.

Daily Record of Succz's Cot dition during Second Week of his ',0 Days' Fast at the
Royal Aquarium, Westminster.

Date, 1890.

March 25th,
11.30 A.M.

March 26th,
11.30 A.M.

March 27th,
11.45 A.M.

March 28th,
12 noon

Mareli 29th,
12 noon

March 30th,
12 noon.

or__
-

1_L,-March 31st,
12 noon

A COMPLEX BLUNDER.
IN a recent number of the Glasgcu, University Magaz;ne. conducted under the
auspices of the Students' Representative Council, there is a short article on" The Medical Elementin Shakspere's Plays." The author's recollections of
his historical studies must have been in a state of most admired confusion
when he wrote of the celebrated Dr. Caius that"hlie became President of the
College of Physicians, and, by raising Gonville Hall into Caius College, was
the real foutnder of the Royal College of Surgeons, London. The modern
name-Guy's Hospital-must be familiar to every medical student." Are we
to understand that Dr. Caius founded Guy's Hospital? or that the Royal Col-
lege of Surgeons, Csius College, and Guy's Hospital are convertible terms ?
Thomas Guy was, perhaps, not inhis privatecapacity a very estimable person,
bust he did one magnificently good action, and deserves thathis name should
be held in grateful remembrance, not cnly by the suffering poor, but by the
medical profession.

DySMENORRHEA.
PUZZLED writes: A virgin, aged 21, consulted mein Novemberlast for menor-
rhagia and metrorrhagia. This was successfully treated by the sulphates of
iron and magnesia, and at the subsequent December period there was a
marked improvement in every way, with the exception of severe antecedent
paiii, which was a new feature.Both at the January and February periods
this has increased, until the course of events is as follows:
In from thirty-six to forty-eighlt hours before the onset of the menstrual
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discharge, besides ordinary aching pains, she is seized with severe paroxysms
of pain, lasting from five to fifteen minutes, at intervals varying from ten
minutes to an hour. At these times the pain is terrible, the patient biting her
lips till the blood comes, and knocking her head against the bedstead. She is
of a decidedly neurotic temperament, butt not hysterical, and, as soon as the
paroxysm is passed, will be cheerful, and make the best of it.

I shall be very grateful for aiiy suggestions as to treatment. both preventi-ve
and of the attacks, having tried cauloph-llin and pulsatilla, belladonna,
opium, chloroform, hyoscyamtis, nitrite of amyl, permanganate of potash, and
the whole routine of hot enemata, foot and hip baths, sinapisms, etc., without
avail; hypodermic injections of morphine being the only treatment that
seems to control the pain. An examination is objected to.

MEDICAL APPEAL.
AID is urgently solicited on behalf of a medical gentleman in very reduced cir-
cumstances, through sickness and loss of practice, to enable him to carry out
the suggestions of the hospital medical authorities and his private medical
advisers of proceeding to a warmer climate.

Subscriptions gratefully received by Rev. Dr. Carter, LL.D., Rector of St.
John's Church, High Street, Wapping, E.

Subscriptions already received from the Bxitish Medical Benevolent Associ-
ation, £10.

THE MOON FUND.
DR. PETER HORROCKS, Honorary Treasurer (26, St. Thomas's Street, South-
wark, S.E.), forwards the following list of sutbscliptions to this fund. The
list is now closed.

£ s. d.
William Carter, M.D. ... .......... ... 5 5 0
J. C. Steele, M.D. ... ... ... ... ... 2 2 0
Roland F. Cox, L.R.C.P ... ... ...... ... 1 1 0
H. G. Rawdon, F.R.C.S ... ..... ... .. ... ) 10 6
Chauncey Puzey, M.R.C.S. ... ... ... ... 010 6
Robert Jones, F.R.C.S. ... .......... ... 010 6
H. Harvey, M.B .... ... ... .. ...... 010 6

TOOGOOD V. WILKF.S.
Wilkes Izdemnity Fund.

TIIE following subscriptions have been received sinlce last puiblication:-
£ s.d.

Mr. T. H. Taylor, Clifton ......... 1 1 0
Mr. E. C. Board, Clifton ... ..... I1 1 0
Mr.F. J. Flower, Warminster ... ..... . 0 10O;
Mr. C. R. Straton, Wilton ... ...... 2 20
Mr. A. F. Van, Cranborne ......... 1 1 0
Dr. E. L. Fox, Clifton ... ... ... 2 2 0
Mr. C. Clay, Fovairt ... ... ... ... 1 1 0
Mr. A. F. Shapland, Brighton ......I... I1 0

9 19 6
Subscriptions already announcel ... ... 47 4 7

57 4 1
The list will shortly close. H. J. MANNING, lion. Treasurer, Salisbury.

RIGID Os.
MR. W. A. GARRY, L.K.Q.C.P.I., etc. (Thornhill, near Dewsbury), writes: P.

S., aged 39, second pregnancy; first childborn eighteen years ago. Labour
began on the morning of January 18th. I was sent for at 11 P.1u. same date.
On arrival, I found the os not quite the size of a five shilling piece. Waters
had come away some hours before I was called to see the case; pains very
feeble, and with long intervals between them, although I was informed by the
iurse that they were both strong and frequent from 2 P.M. till 10 P.M. I gave
her an ersema, and got her to walk about for some time, in the hopes of bring-
irrg on the pains, but with little effect. Afterremaining an hour, and finding
that there was little or no progress, I left, but wenrt to see her again at
2.30 A.M., January 19th. This time the pains came on rapidly; and were
exceedin)gly strong. Still no progress, pulse rapid, temperature high, tongue
isniformly coated and dry; patient was becoming rapidly exhausted. I deter-
mined to deliver as speedily as possible, and with this view gave chloral,
gr. 15, and intended to repeat the dose every half hour till she had taken a
d(rachm, but was pleased to find, on making a vaginal examination half an
hour after admirsistering the second dose, that the os had dilated sufficiently
to allow me to deliver by the forceps. Patient made an uninterrupted reco-
very, and was able to superintend her household duties on the ninth day.
From my experience, both in hospital and private practice, of the use of

this drug in the treatment of the above condition, I am of opinion that it is
vastly superior to any other pharmacopceial preparation, when properly
administered and with due precautions (should not be given, or at least very
cautiously, in a case where fatty heart or atheromatous arteries is suspected),
and would strongly recommerrd my youtng medical friends to give it a trial
before aiopting extreme measures, which, in my opinion, are rarely if ever
required.

COFFEE AND COLD WATER.
A CURIOUS and amusing instance of the way in which pathological facts mis-

interpreted may be made to support a theory which is strongly held, is
afforded by the following passage from a letter of the Princess Palatine,
mother of Philippe d'Orleans, Regent of France, published in a life of that
princess, receritly isssued by Chapman and Hall. The princess, it should be
said, had a rooted aversion to coffee, which she considered a most dangerous
beverage:
"I am grieved to learn," she writes to a friend, "that you have taken to

coffee; nothing is so unhealthy; and I have seen many whio have had to give
it up because of the diseases it has brought upon them. The Princess Hanau
died of it in frightful sutfferings. After her death they founld the coffee in
her stomach, where it had caused several small ulcers."
Madame d'Orleans had, however, an almost equal suspicion of cold water.

Writing to a friend to announce his sudden death, she says:
"M. de Louvois's habit of drinking cold water has broaght him no good, but

I do not know whether it is mineral or spring water which hurt him." He
had been recerntly taking the mirneral waters of Forges. The Princess'a own
taste was pectiliar, for she was very fond of beer-soup and black puddings, and
prided hierself on having "brought raw bam into fashioni" at the Court of
Louis XIV.

To CORRESPONDENTS.
OUR correspondents are reminded that prolixity is a great bar to publication
and, with the constant pressure upon every department of the JOURNAL
brevity of style and conciseness of statement greatly facilitate early insertion
We are compelled to return or hold over a great number of communications,
chiefly by reason of their unnecessary length.

COMMUNICATIONS, LETTERS, etc., have been received from:
Dr. Walter Pearce, London; Mr. J. L. Hague, St. Lawrence-on-Sea; Dr. S.
Craddock, Bath; M.D., D.Sc.; Mr. O. E. Only, Llangefni; Dr. W. Muir,
Glasgow; Dr. Penrose, London; Dr. de H. Hall, London; Mr. T. Sick,
Dublin; Mr. H. B. Warner, Sheffield; Mr. J. W. Dore, London; Dr. E. Long
Fox. Clifton; Messrs. Arnold and Co., London; Dr. A. Tauber, Warsaw; Dr.
W. J. Collins, London; Dr. O. Wood, London; Mr. R. Freeman, London;
Mr. A. Bruce Payne, Walmer; Dr. Mickle, London; C. G. C.; Dr. WV. L.
Morgan, Oxford; Mr. W. Molesworth, Bristol; Mr. A. Scovell, London;
Messrs. Evans and Wormull, London; Mrs. Smith, Boston Spa; The Secre-
tary of the Sheffield Medico-Chirurgical Society; Mr. J. E. Bennett, Liver-
pool; T.; Dr. J. W. Ward, Halifax; Mr. E. Willett, London; Mr. W. K.
Sibley, London; Mr. F. C. Butt, Calcutta; Mr. J. L. Hamilton, London;
Rev. C. H. Middleton Wake, London; Dr. M. Tidly, London; Dr. J. S.
Bristowe, London; Dr. St. C. Thomson, Florence; Mr. T. Holmes, London;
Dr. T. C. Bulmer, Wapping; Messrs. Wright and Co., Bristol; Mr. A. Elliot,
Edinburgh; Mr. Lawson Tait, Birmingham; Mr. W. B. Hemsley, Chiswick;
Dr. Whitelaw, Portobello; Messrs. W. J. Bush and Co., London; Mr. J. M.
Farquharson, Edinburgh; Mr. E. W. Dti Buisson, Tunbridge Wells; Mr. W.
W. Feniton, Kenton; Mr. R. Harrison, London; Dr. Aveling, London; The
Secretary of the Bristol Iospital for Sick Children and Women; Dr. J.
Keser, London; Mr. W. J. Stephens, Brighton; Dr. N. Kerr, London; Our
Australian Correspondent, Me,bourne; Dr. J. Holmes, Radcliffe; Dr. G.
S. Woodhead, Edinburgh; Mr. V. Jones, London; Dr. Ward Cousins, Soutlh-
sea; Mr. M. Hewetson, Clonmel; Professor J. Attfield, London; Dr. lien-
toul, Liverpool; Mr. W. R. Etcher, Clifton; Dr. L. Shapter, Exeter; Mr. J.
D. Campbell, London; Dr. Louis Parkes, London; Dr. A. Peddie, Edin-
burgh; Dr. MacQuibban, Aberdeen; Dr. C. B. Voisey, Chatham; Dr. J. P.
Lewis, Dalbeattie; Dr. V. A. Ellsworth, East Otto, Ncw York; Mr. A. Am-
brose, Buckhurst Hill; Mr. Jabez Hogg, London; Mr. Watson Cheyne,
London; The Principal of Owens College, Manchester; Our Paris Correspon-
dent; Mr. H. H. Parsloe, Peckham; Our Newcastle Correspondent; Mr. H.
D. Stanistreet, Deptford; Mr. C. S. Loch, London; Mr. G. N. Robins,
London; Dr. W. Thorburn, Manchester; Brigade-Surgeon J. B. Hamiltoni,
Lucknow; Dr. G. H. Savage, London; Dr. P. Lorrocks, London; Dr. R.
Prichard, Cardiff; Mr. E. E. Bowden, Warrington; Spes; W.K.C.; Mr. J.
M. Rtichards, London; Dr. H. Fox, London; G.R.; etc.

BOOKS, ETC., RECEIVED.

IA Course of Ambulance Lectures. By J. Lionel Stretton, L.R.C.P. Kidder-
minster: Printed by W. Hepworth. 1839.

Nerves of the Human Body; with diagrams. By Alfred( W. Hughes, M.B.
Edinburgh: li. and S. Livingstone. 1890.

The Workhouse and its Medical Officer. By Alfred Sheen, M.D. Second edition.
Bristol; John Wright atlid Co. 1890.

Chronic Urethritis and Other Affections of the Genito-Urinary Organs. By
M. Berkeley Hill, M.B. London: H. K. Lewis. 1890.

Physical Diagnosis. By G. A. Gibson. M.D., and William Russell, M.D. Edin-
burgh and London: Young J. Pentlanld. 1890.

SjALE OF CHARGES FOR ADVERTISEMENTS IN TIHE
"BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL."

Seven lines and under ... ... .. ... £0 3 6
Each additionial line ... .. ... ... 0 0 4
A whole colutmn ... ... ... .. .. 1 15 0
Apage ... ... ... ... ... ... 50 0Apage "n average line contaills seven vords.

5 0 0

When a series of insertions oi the same advertisement is ordered, a discount Is
made on the above scale in the fol'owing proportions, beyond which no reduction
can be allowed.

For 6 insertions, a deduction of ,, -. 10 per cent.
,12 or 13,, ,, ......... ..,,

, 26 ,, ,, ........ 30
,,

,, 52 ,, , ........... .. .. 3Q 0 ,
Special terms for occasional change of copy dulring series:

20 per ceit. if not less thain 26 pages be taken or their equivalent
25 ,, 52 , in half or
30 ,, 104 ,, ) quarter pages.

For these terms the series must, in each case, be completed within twelve monthsfrom
the date offirst insertion.
Advertisements should be delivered, addressed to the Manager at the Office,

not later than noon on the Wednesday preceding publication; and, if not paid
for at the time, should be accompanied by a reference.

Post-Office Orders should be made payable to the British Medical Association
at the West Central Post-Office, High Holborn. Small amounts may be paid in
postage-stamps.
NoTIcE.-Advertisers are requested to observe that it is contrary to the

Postal Regulations to receive at Post-Offices letters addressed to initials only.
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