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provea effectual, should be a strong argument for its adoption as
a step preliminary to nephrectomy.

I am not one to decry operations, however complicated or severe,
provided the ends to be obtainedl justify the means employedL
But it is scarcely reasonable to pass through the peritoneum to
reach an organ that lies altogether belhind that membrane if the
organ can be removed througli the loin. That the latter is the
safer operation receint experience abun(lantly proves. Mr. Hun-
ter thinks his case could not have been removed through the
loin, but the report of the case does not convey to me that impres-
sion.-I am, etc., R. CLEMENT LUCAS, B.S., F.R.C.S.

18, Finsbury Square, E.C., February 3'0th.

"TIIE OATH OF HIIPPOCRATES."
Sru,-In a book entitled Uriconiuem, by Thomas Wriglht, F.S.A.,

I have found a translation of a remarkable oath preserved in
Greek, and attributed to Ilippocrates, which in early times all
students were obliged to take before they wert allowed to prac-
tise. Do you not tlhink it would be a good thing if we were
obliged to subscribe to some modifie(d form of this oath ? Would
it not perlhaps prevent that column of complaints about medical
etiquette which appears weekly? If you think it is of enough
interest, I shall be glad if you would print it.-I am, etc.,

FRANK BROADTAENT, M.D.
South Collinglham, near Newark, February 10th.
" I swear by Apollo the Physician, by A.sculapius, by Hygeia,

and Panaceia, and all the gods anid goddesses, calling them to
witness that I will fulfil religiously, according to the best of my
power and judgment, the solemn promise anid the written bond
which I now do make. I will hI1onor, in the same degree as my
parents, the master wlho has taught me this art, and endeavour to
administer to all his necessities. I will consider his children as my
own brothers, and will teach them my profession, should they ex-
press a wish to follow it, without remuneration or written bond.
I will admit to my lessons, to my discourses, and to all
my other methods of teaching, my owII sons, and those
of my tutor, and those who have been inscribed as
pupils and have taken the medical oath, but no one else.
I will prescribe such a course of regimen as may be best
suited to the condition of my patients, according to the best of
my power and judggment, seeking to preserve them from anything
that might prove injurious. No inducement shall ever lead me
to administer poison, nor will I ever be the author of such advice;
neither will 1 contribute to an abortion. I will retain religi-
ously the piurity and integrity both of my conduct and of my art.
I will not cut anyone for the stone, but will leave the operation
to those who cultivate it. Into whatever dwellings I go, I will
enter them with the sole view of succouring the sick, abstaining
from all injurious views and corruption, especially from any im-
modest action towards women or men, freemen or slaves. If,
during my attendance, or even unprofessionally in common life,
1 happen to see or hear of any circumstances wlichl should not
be revealed, I will consider them as a profound secret, and observe
on the subject a religious silence. May I, if I religiously observe
this oatlh, and do not break it, enjoy good success in life, and in
the practice of my art, and obtain geineral esteem for ever; should
I transgress and become a perjurer, may the reverse be my lot."

*** Althouglh this so-called Oatlh of Ihippocrates is in many
respects a most excellent one, we doinot. recommend its compul-
sory adoption by the General Mledical Counicil. Thie. day of Test
Acts is past, partly becatuse the feeling of the age is against suCh
compulsion, principally because they have been founid utterly in-
adequate to accomplish their aim. The man, for instance, who
would perform any of the dislionourable actions mentioned in "tlhe
oath," would not hesitate to take it without the least intentionI of
keeping its promises. The only personis whio woul(d object to it
are those men of tender and morbid consciences, who would be
quite incapable of wrong-doing, but who would scruple to take
the oath.
We regret as muclh as our correspondent the unsatisfactory re-

lations too often existing between members of the same profession,
who should be as brothers. But we see the remedy for this cOn-
dition of things, not in oaths and asservations, hut in the cultiva-
tion and inculcation of a noble spirit of mutual trust and tolera-
tion, which we trust will be impressed upon the students of the
coming generation by their teachers, both in word and example.
In proportion as homceopathy and other quackeries are relegated

to obscurity; as every member of our profession devotes himself

to the cure of disease, rather than to pleasing his patients; as we
become men of scienice and gentlemen, an end to squabbles and
disputes will be found. Aleanwhile, how far courts of honour,
subscribed to by members of our profession, before whichi cases
of difflculty and wrong could be brouglit, wouild be of use is a
matter for controversy. We recommend rather the old-world
precepts for the conduct of members of our profession: To love
one's neighbour as oneself, and to do to all men as we would like
them to do to us.

TIIE APPOINTMENT TO IIAYWARD'S IIEATII ASYLUM.
SiR,-Both your correspondenits have failed to grasp the true

significance of the recent appointment of medical superintendent
to Ilayward's, Heath Asylum, and I think that your note appended
to H.'s letter is quite aside from the qtuestioni at issue. I appeal
on behalf of the asssistant medical officers of English asylums against
the insult inflicted upon them by the gross injustice of this ap-
ointment. Althouglh the terms of the advertisement excluded a

large number of otherwiise good candidates, still there were several
Who possessed the necessary qualifications, and these gentlemen,
from want of personal influence with Chancery Lunacy Com-
missioners, have been superseded by a candidate whose only
recommendation, if we except his age, was the energetic support of
certain Commissioners, no part of whose duties consists in active
interference in such appointments. There is little encouragement
in the results of this appointment to men who are devoting the
best part of their lives to obtaininor a practical knowledge of in-
sanity and the management of asyltms if such appointments, for
which they are most eligible, are to be given to men with no such
experience. It is gratifying to note that the Medico-Psycho-
logical Association intend taking the matter up and have called a
special meeting to discuss the question in all its aspects.-I am,
etc., _.

SIR,-With reference to your editorial note undernieath a letter
referring to the above matter in the JOURNAL of February 18th, I
should, with your permission, as a matter of simple justice to the
present generation of assistant medical officers, like to point out
that at least six of their number (all of whom were candidates)
actuially more than satisfled the exceptionally restrictive require-
ments of the Sussex committee as to medical degrees and qutalifi-
cations. A list to verify this statement accompanies this letter.
A public announcement that these men included those who have
had many years' experience at suci asylums as Bethlem, Colney
Hatch, Rainliill, Northampton, and Devon is sufficient answer to
any statement as to the age of the present re.gulations, and it is
surely all that is required in the way of criticism as to the extra-
ordinary nature of the recent appointment.-I am, etc.,

A MEMBER OF TIHE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
February 18th.

RULING OF TILE JUDGES IN CASES OF INSANITY.
S1R,-Ilaving been subhl)mnenaed as a witness during the past week

in two murder cases in whieh the plea of insanity was raised, it
mighlt be interesting to stato the different view entertained by
the two judges who tried the cases.

I attended at Maidstone on Thursday, in the Rainsgate shooting
case. Mr. Justice Mathevw presided. The medical men whio
tendered their evidence were asked whether at the present time the
accused was of sound orunsound mind? On their answering that
he was of unsound mind and ulnable to plead, the juiry so found.
On arriving at Leeds the same eveening, I fouind that Mr. Justice

Day had refused to allow the experts to state whetlher they con-
sidered the prisoner of unsounid mind; he said they could only
state facts, and( that he would not allow any medical expert to
usurp the functions of a jury. The jury were, -Mr. Justice Day
remarked, the proper persons to decide this (luestion. Such contra-
dictory rutling makes it awkward for those professional gentle-
men who are summoned as experts, and there should be a meeting
of the judges, as in Macnaughten's case, to decide what questions
a medlical expert might answer in a couirt of law.-I am, etc.,

L. FORBES WrNSLOW, D.C.L.Oxon.
70, Wimpole Street, Cavendish Square, W.

SUCCESSFUL VACCINATION.-Mr. T. Garrett Horder, L.R.C.P.Ed.,
has received the Government grant for efficient vaccination in the
Cardiff ;District of the Cardiff Union.-Mr. W. Duncan, public
vaccinator for the Nunney District of the Frome Union, has re-
ceived the Government grant for efficient vaccination.
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