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ment is given as one in three, instead of nearly one in two, which is
the proportion contained in the B.P. preparation.

The Diagnosis and Treatment of Syphilis. By ToM ROBINSON,
M.D. Pp. 138. (London: J. and A. Churchill. 1886.)-This is in
some respects a remarkable book, of which perhaps the best idea may
be given by quoting a few passages from its own pages. In the first
place, the author says (p. 3): "I shall abolish the term hard chancre;"
and on the next page: "I shall also abolish the words secondary and
tertiary syphilis." This seems rather a sweeping announcement, but
Dr. Robinson has a reason for it. Thus we read further on: "I saw
recently a Welshman with a typical initial sore, general adenitis, and
a mucous patch on his tongue; and I have seen a distinct roseola
added to this formidable array. It is for this reason that I am un-
willing to accept the divisions of syphilis as (sic) are usually taught."
In some places Dr. Robinson's meaning is not quite so clear as it might
be in a book written, as the author says it is, for students. For in-
stance, we find on p. 16 that "the true gonorrhceal virus may nestle
down behind the corona glandis and pass through its course without
influencing the urethra ;" and again (p. 6): "He had eight punched.
out ulcers with pus on their faces; some of the ulcers had infected
surfaces upon which they laid" (!) Then, as regards treatment: "Myfirst motto is 'begin early,' don't wait for the development of sym.ptoms, but the instant you apprehend the presence of syphilis order
your patient to take" mercury. It only remains to notice the
striking and original phraseology employed by Dr. Robinson; for
example, we read of "the drama of syphilis," "this long syphilitic
tragedy," "a bloated sebaceous gland,;' "long trailing foreskins," "a
finger like the belly on a pipette," "big-bellied frontal bones,"
etc. On the whole we cannot strongly recommend the work as-to
quote the preface-" a trustworthy, practical, and concise treatise on
syphilis."

REPORTS AND ANALYSES
AND

DESCRIPTIONS OF NEW INVENTIONS,
IN MEDICINE, SURGERY, DIETETICS, AND THE

ALLIED SOIENCES.

SPLINT FOR DEFORMITY OF GREAT TOE.
WE have received from Messrs. Kronhe and Sesemann a specimen of
a little apparatus to correct the malposition of the great toe, and for
the prevention and relief of enlarged joint. It is not uncommonly
found as the result of ill-fitting boots that the great toe has been
forced upon or under the second toe, and a bunion is the result. The
object of this invention, which consists of a lever spring, is to restore
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the toe to its normal position, and thereby prevent this 'occurrence,
or if a bunion be already formed, it serves to protect it from the pres-
sure of the boot. The lever, which is made of metal, from three-
eighths of an inch to half an inch wide, is covered with leather, and
is made of different lengths to suit the size of the foot. The appa-
ratus, as will be seen from the illustration, reaches from the middle
of the great toe to the end of the arch of the foot. The fulccum is
kept in position by awe'll-padded rectangular plate, jointed to the
lever. Attached to one end is a short, soft leather band,,tobe passed

round the great too, and to be fastened by a small hook to the plate.
At the other end of the lever, in order to permit traction, a longer
band is fixed at a right angle, with or without an inserted piece of
elastic webbing. The shape of the lever, from the end of the toe to
the fulcrum, is semi-circular, so as to avoid pressure upon the joint

broad-toed boots. Slight traction should be made at first, in order
to stretch the contracted tendon. This traction is to be gradually
increased until the great toe has been brought, with as little dis-
comfort as possible, to its normal condition.

THE AMMURIAGEN.
THE Ammuriagen is the name applied by Messrs. Allen and Hanhbury
to a simple form of chloride of ammonium inhaler illustrated below.{ O F '!~~~~~~'..'+.

The inhaler consists of a glass jar, fitted with a cap, to which are
attached the charge tubes and the inhaling tube. The charge tubes
are two: one, larger in diameter than the other, having a contraction
which forms a holder for the acid plug and the smaller one contained
within it which holds the sponge for the ammonia. When required
for use the jar is half filled with cold water ; the pumice plug is
saturated with hydrochloric acid, and inserted in its place in the
large tube; the sponge is charged with solution of ammonia, and
inserted in its holder within the large tube and above the acid plug.
The inhaler is then ready for use, and inhalation is carried on by
drawing the vapour through the water by gentle inspiration into the
mouth. The mouth-piece is so shaped that it can be used either for
oral or for nasal inhalation.
The apparatus is easily taken to pieces for cleaning purposes, and is

compact and portable; it is suitable for the administration of cold
inhalations of volatile substances, the chloride of ammonium vapour
acting as a vehicle for most of these.

DEBACOER'S UTERINE BAND WITH PAD.
THis instrument, made by M. Collin, of Paris, is intended to hold
the uterus in place, and to support the abdominal walls. It is com-
posed of a pad shaped somewhat like the hand, and is made to
press across the abdomen above the pubes; it is held in place by two
springs similar to those used in hernia trusses.

CHAPOTEAUT'S MORRHUOL.]MORRlHUOL may be described as the active principle of cod-liver oil.
Its mode of preparation is described in L'Unios Pharnaeeutique of
November, 1885. The oil is first treated with an aqueous solution of
carbonate of sodium to remove the fatty acids, and is then agitated
with alcohol. The alcoholic solution so obtained yields on distilla-
tion morrhuol, a substance which has an acrid, bitter taste, and a

powerful odour. It crvstallises at ordinary temperatures, and has
been found to contain phosphorus, iodine, and bromine. The brown
oil yields frii 4t to 6 per cent., whila wthe pale oil gives a somewhat
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smaller percentage. It is estimated that it represents twenty-fivetimes its weight of the crudledrug. It is best given in the form of
capsules, each of which contains the equivalent of over a teaspoonful
of the oil. The dose of the capsules is for an adult from six to ten, a
day immediately after meals. They have been tried in the various
hospitals in Paris, and have been found useful in cases of phthisis
and other wasting diseases. We have had some trials made
of them here in London, and the results have been satisfactory.
Patients take them readily, and in most cases gain weight speedily.
They are prepared by M. P. Chapoteaut, Pharmacien, 8, Rue Vivienne,
Paris.

ATKINSON'S IMPROVED TRUSS.
AN improved truss, patented by Mr. B. F. Atkinson, of 7, Mill Street
Hanover Square (late of 3, Hemmings Row, Charing Cross), has been
sent us, which differs in-some important features, from the instrientmin ordinary use. The pad is connected to the spring that encircles
the body by a universal joint,! which permits it to be moved in anyrequired direction. When the desired position haobee determined,
a lever, acted upon by a screw, grasps the bali of the universal joint,
and renders the pad immovable.
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Fig. 2.
When an alteration in the position of the pad is required, the binding
screw A, Fig. 2, is released, the pad adjusted, and the screw again
tightened. An important feature which, it is thought, will be recog-
nised by surgeons as one of practical utility, is the peculiar ,form of
the face of the pad, which allows pressure to be given by a compara-
tively flat surface, or a more or less obtuse one. The truss is also
made to press over the internal abdominal ring, and slightly in ad-
vance, though without making pressure, upon the spermatic cord. The
advantages of this truss are very marked.

TIIE PNEUMATIKON.1
AIR. BRINDLEY JAMES writes: The exceptional relapse into severely trying
weather we are now experiencing renders the question of lung affections one of
foremost importance in daily practice; and the accessibility of a simple andreadly appliance, alike prophylactic and palliative, must at such a period prove
a very acceptable boon to practitioners and patients alike. No little ingenuityhas b)efore now been expended on the construction of the respirator, the utilityof which under such circumstances has been unanimously acknowledged for
years; that known as Jefferies' variety being probably the most efficient yet de-
vised. The pneumatikon, based on the same, presents the further utility'ofbeing not only a respirator, but also in addition an inhalator, purifying the air
inhaled, destroying the noxious bacteria evolved in pulmonary disease, by dint
of an antiseptic medium, and thus combining the advantages of Jefferies' respi-rator with that of Yeo's auro-nasal inhaler. No very complicated apparatushas been needed to effect this long-looked for desideratum. A piece of lint,saturated with an antiseptic solution is placed between two gold gauze-wire
parietes, an I thus enables the patient, while enjoying the comfort attending theuse of the ordinary respirator, to inhale air purified by passing through the
medium of such antiseptic as his medical adviser may prefer. My own specificI may quote here, exempli gratid: 1 Tinctnrt iodl setherealis acidi carbolicii:.sij: thym. olei 3i; sp. vini rectificati ad 8i; guttm xx nocte maneque in-
halandee.
The great relief experienced by my numerous patients through the use of

this simple, but (as I have found it) efficacious appliance of my own devising,warrants me in warmly commending it to the favourable notice of my profes-
sional brethren; all of whom I feel conf lent will find their experience coinci-
dent with mine as to the benefits, both temporary and permanent, which theirpatients will enjoy through the adoption of its use.

Made by Down Brotbers, St. Thomas's Street, Borough.

BRITISH I-EDIOAL 4SSOCIATION .

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1887.
SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for 1887 became due on January

lst. Members of Branches are requested to pay the same to their
respective Secretaries, Members of the Association not belonging
to Branches, are requested. to- forward their remittances to the
General- Secretary, 429,; Strand, London. Post-office orders
should be made, payable at thq West Central District Office, High
Holborn.

T1be 3tliti 1 -fRtckal journal._..:; ..., ,.,.......; ,. ... .·
-SATURDAY, APRIL 30th, 1887.

THE MEDICAL DRAMA: ACT THE SECOND.
COMPARATIV.mi few words need be said by: us on the subject of the
issue to be decided by the General Medical Council at its meeting
next week in respect to the application by the Apothecaries Society
for the legal appointment of surgical examiners, to enable them to
comply with the provisions of the Medical Amendment Act of 1886.
The' General Medical Council, by an overwhelming majority, at its
last meeting, deputed its President to remonstrate on [its behalf
with the Colleges of Physicians and Surgeons of London, who had
refused to admit the Apothecaries' Society to the Conjoint Qualifying
Board of London, and to express the opinion of the Council that the
Apothecaries' Society ought to be so admitted. It was a forlorn hope
that these bodies, which had shown so little deference to the general
opinion of the profession on the subject, and had acted, in the case ofone
ofthem at least-the College of Surgeons-in defiance of an express reso-
lution of its Fellows and Members assembled in general meeting,
would show any more regard to the official decision of the
General Medical Council. The Couneil has no power to enforce its
decisions, and it has to endure the affront, and digest it as well as it
may. The Apothecaries' Society now applies in due course for the ap-
pointment of surgical examiners. The Council, undoubtedly fulfill-
ing in that respect the wishes of the profession, and acting in accord-
ance with the principle which we were the first to enunciate, but
which has long since gained universal sanction, expressed the opinion
that every qualifying examination should include all the necessary
subjects of medical study. In accordance with that view, the Apothe.
caries' Society has, since 1874, appointed surgical examiners, and
has held a complete examination in all the ordinary subjects of
medical study. It is now required that these examiners be appointed
under legal sanction, and the Society applies to the Council to make
such appointment, as provided by the Act of 1886. Unless surgical
examiners be legally appointed, the Society must cease to exist.
We can only, at this juncture, reiterate and emphasise the statement

which we have before made, that, in the existing state of the law, the
Apothecaries' Society is the only boly which effectually stands between
the profession and the public and the prescribing chemists, who are only
waiting such an opportunity as the decease of the Apothecaries' Society
would afford to flood every town and every district with a horde of
chemists and druggists, acting as medical advisers to the people,
without education and without qualification. In order that there
may be no mistake about the facts which have so studiously been kept
out of sight, or so recklessly ignored by many leading persons who
have inguenoed, thus far, the oQure of events, it will be well to quote
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