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STANHOPE said they had no information at the War Office conceming
it. He would ask the general officer commanding in Egypt to report
to him upon the subject.

Army Medical Officers. -Dr. TANNEP, has given notice that he will
ask the Secretary or State for War whether officers of the Army Medi-
cal Staff, who obtain the greatest number of marks at the competitive
examination for commissions in the public services, are placed junior
and therefore inferior in position to those who, obtaining a fewer num-
ber of marks, seek commissions in the other branches of thc public
services: whether all medical officers are allowed to reckon one year
on half-pay in their service, if caused in and by the service, as full-
pay towards retirement, and whether, in the case of officers of the
Royal Engineers, towards promotion as well as retirement: whether
the commissions of gentlemen joining the Indian Medical Service are
dated from the period of joining at Netley, and whether those for the
Army Medical Department are dated from the period when the course
of instruction at Netley closes and, whether such regulations prac-
tically make the Indian medical officers the seniors of the others by
four months or more, and if this continues throughout their career
until they reach the administrative ranks.

OBITUARY.
WILLIAMI BROWN, F.R C. S. E.

WE have to record the death of the oldest member of the profession
resident in Edinburgh, Mr. William Brown, F. R. C. S.Ed., who died
on January 20th, in his ninety-first year. Born in Edinburgh in 1796,
he was educated there, and as far back as 1817 obtained the Fellow-
sbip of the Royal College of Surgeons there, of which, at the time of his
decease, he was the oldest Fellow. He entered upon practice in Edinburgh,
where held various appointments; for fifty-two years he was surgeon
to the Orphan Hospital; he was an examiner, a member of Council,
and a president of his College. He was also a member of the staff of
the New Town and Royal Public Dispensaries. In his earlier years
he contributed various papers to medical journals, and in later years
ho pi--1-1-d some papers of a biographical character. What, how-
ever, ae-u,ed the deceased most known in Edinburgh, was the warm
interest he took in the Medical Missionary Society, of which he was
President continuously for nearly forty years, having been elected to
it in 1849 ; and so well preserved was his health, bodily and mental
that on his ninetieth birthday he presided over the annual meeting of
that Society.

Mr. Brown's death may almost be said to have been hastened by
the death of his wife olily three weeks before his own, after a married
life of about forty-seven years.
By the profession, by the public at large, and especially by the Edin-

burgh Medical Mlissionary Society, the deceased will long be remem-
bered as a skilful practitioner, and a kindly, upright, and unostenta-
tious man.

FERGUS FERGUSON, L.R.C.S.ED., L.S.A.LOND., J.P.
TluE death is announced, at the ripe age of S1, of Mr. Fergus Fergu-
son, who claimed to be the oldest practitioner of Bolton, where he
was universally known and esteemed. The deceased gentleman was
born on October 15th, 1805, in the parish of Houston and Killelan,
in Renfrewshire. He received his early education at the B3olton
Grammar School, where his parents had removed when be was yet a
child. He afterwards studied at Edinburgh, where he obtained the
diploma of L.R C S. in 1830, becoming L.S.A.Lond. in 1853. Mr.
Ferguson was twice married. IIis life was ono of continued useful-
ness and activity. In 1856 he was elected an Alderman in the Liberal
interest, and early in hiis career as a Town Councillor he strove to im-
prove the sanitary condition of the town, the closing of cellar dwellings
being one of the first measures which lhe succeeded in carrying
through. Parks, recreation grounds, and similar boons for the people
found in him an earnest and Powerful advocate. It has been said of
him by one to whom he was best known, that he evinced an earnest-
ness in the cause of sanitary reforni certainly unexcelled by any mem-
ber ofthe borough sinice its incorporation. His labours in the cause of
education were not less strenuous.

In 1866, Mr. Ferguson was elected Mayor of Bolton, and in 1869
he was placed upon tho Commission of the Peace. He was a strong
advocate of temperance, and supported a local movement for the
closing of public-houses on Sundays. He declared at a public meet-
ing in 1872 that he had been a total abstainer for thirty-five years.
In 1887 he laid the foundation stone of the Children's Hospital.

HENRY KENNEDY, M.B., F.K.Q.C.P.I.
ONE of the most familiar faces at the meetings of the Academy of
Medicine in Dublin, and in the reading-room of the College of Phy-
sicians, has been removed by the death, on Monday, January 31st, of
Dr. Henry Kennedy, at the age of 75 years. WVe do not remember
ever having been at a meeting of a medical society in Dublin at which
he was not present, and at which he did not either read a paper or
make a speech. Although his remarks were often discursive, they
were always delivered with such emphasis and with such cheeriness
and good temper, in addition to being based on long experience and
much reading, that they were listened to with respect. Dr. Kennedy
was, as we have said, a frequent contributor to the literature of the
Dublin Medical Societies ; and, in consequence of this, perhaps, it
was remarked some years ago that abroad the best-known medical
man in Dublin was Henry Kennedy. His most important works were
his Observations on Paralytic Affections during Infancy, published in
the Mledical Press in 1841, and continued in the Dublin Journal of
MIedical Science. In these papers he first described the peculiar affec-
tion since termed " essential paralysis," "acute infantile spinal
paralysis," and now "acute anterior polio-myelitis." He also wrote
a small monograph on Fatty Heart, which was published in 1880 ;
but the great mlajority of his numerous contributions were too often
hurriedly written, and consequently ephemeral. A large number of
these papers were on Fever, a subject Dr. Kennedy paid much at-
tention to from having been connected as physician for several
years with the Cork Street Fever Hospital. He was also physician
to the Whitworth Hospital and to some charitable institutions, but
was never on the staff of any of the clinical hospitals of Dublin.

Dr. Kenaeoly was a believer in the identity of typhoid and typhus
fever, and held strong views not in accord with the teachings of the
day on other medical and pathological subjects. But, apart from
any " peculiarities " (of which, indeed, he exhibited fewer than most
men who bad reached his age), he was a most cheery, amiable, and
universally respected man. Possessed of wonderful activity of mind
and body, he was a general favourite, and will be long missed in the
circles in which he was so familiar. The late Dr. Denham, whose
obituary we also publish this week, and Dr. Kennedy were old and
intimate friends, and it is remarkable that both should have died
from the same cause-paralysis-within four days of each other.

JOHN DENHAAM, M:.D., F.R.C.S.I.
WE have to record, with deep regret, the death of this much respected
member of the profession. Born in the north of Ireland in 1806 he
had reached a goodly age; and during the course of his long and
honoured life, he had acquired the esteem of all his professional
brethren who knew him, and the regard of a large circle of frieinds. Dr.
Denham was educated in Belfast, and studied his profession in Dublin.
He graduated in the University of Edinburgh in 1831, and took the
license of the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland the following year.
After having taught anatomy for some years in Dublin, he began to
practise midwifery in that city. He was one of the first members of
the old Obstetrical Society of Dublin, and some twenty years ago he
filled the post of Master of the Rotunda Lying-in Hospital for the
usual period of seven years. He was a man of the most amiable,
genial and hospitable disposition, and his evenness of temper and
hopeful character carried him through troubles which would have
wrecked the happiness of many less evenly balanced minds. In addi-
tion to being a President of the Obstetrical Society, Dr. Denham was
President ot the Roval College of Surgeons in Ireland in 1873-74, and
was also for many years a member of the Council of that College.
Three years ago he retired from practice ; and in order to show the
high regard in which he was held, he was presented with a testimonial
on the occasion by his lay and medical friends.

CELORODYNE POISONING.-A married woman, living at Ramsgate,
who had for a course of years become addicted to the excessive taking
of drugs and drink, has met her death through taking an overdose of
chlorodyne. It was stated at the inquest that the room of the
deceased, which was in a filthy condition, contained nearly one
hundred empty chlorodyne bottles.
CHLOROFORM POISONING.-The death of a young man named Green-

yer from an overdose of chloroform has occurred at Stoke Newing-
ton. Being troubled at times with neuralgia, he was in the habit of
taking chloroform to alleviate the pain. Dr. White stated, in his evi-
dence at the inquest, that when he was called to the deceased, he
found his lips congested. A bottle containing an ounce and a half of
chloroform was found between the bed and the mattress. He gave it
as his opinion that the deceased died from an overdose of chloroform
and a verdict in accordance with this was returned.
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