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gram of the cardiac nerve-mechanism, the drawings of the recordin
apparatus, and of Ludwig's kymograph. The figures 54, 55, 68; and
69 are, however, anything but satisfactory.

ThE FILAtIA SANGUINIS IOMINfS, AND CYATWR SEW FORMS OF
tARSITIC IiSEASE, IN INDIA, CHHINA, AND WARM CO.UNTRS.

By PATRICK MANSt, M.fth, CIt, London . Lewis. 1883.
THE name of Dr. MANSON is well knowl iii ikdical and scientific
circles in England 'and on the Continent of Europd. IYurili S
lengthened career in China, he has earned the reputation of beiftg '
keen investigator and accurate observer, as well as a medical man of
great practical attainments. He has, by his writings, secured for a
ropcal publication in China, with a very limited circulation (we mean
ie¢ 1riperial 8stom1s Medicat ()azette), a publicity in the scientific
*otld Yot suilrpassed By5 fiiiiny gtaildard medical selials. The volume
which he has not publlshedtodhtaifis, iii a 6un-enient form, a summary
of his best. contributions, some of the papers being reprinted in. fulL
It was necessary.that this volume should appear. No writer on #ystemn-
atic medicine could omit to notice the investigations of Dr. Manson
in these subjects which he has specially made his own ; whilst th6
references to them were necessarily difficult of access. By- bringing his
papers together in one handy volume, the record of his vork is put
within the reach of the whole profession. The largest part of the
volame is taken up with an account,of the Filcaria sanquinais honinis,
And a de criptin of the extraordinary problems with which the habits
of this parasite compels us to deal. he first chapter is a reprint of
a paper contributed to the Pathological Societygs trnsacdtions for 1881,
and gives an abstract of 'our knowledge of the life-historYr of the filaria,
and of its pathological significance. In the succeeding chapters a more
detailed account is given of the evidence on which the author has
founded his concluisions. Two new and interesting diseases-endemic
hiemoptysis and tinea imbricata-are described in the volume.

It is impossible yet to form an idea of the wide scope which Dr.
Manson.s ii1v6stfgbtioits nray have in the prevention of disease. If he
be correct (and the chain of evidence seems very complete) we can
understand how, by hindering the accs* of. the. mosquito to drink-
ng-water, or by filtration, or cooking, elephantoid diseases may even-
tually be entirely prevented. As Dr. Manson observes, in the life-historv
of most of the parasites of which we possess a little knowledge, there
is a weak point where man may step in and arrest development.

In his preface, Dr. Manson deprecates the criticisms of his readers.
He asks their consideration on account of the constant interruptions
Incident to private practice with which he had to contend, and to dis-
advantages unknown to his more fortunate co-labourers at homne. He
refers to the absence of a good library, of competent assistants, and of
friendly advice and criticisms; the depressing influence of a hot climate,
and the prejudices of his native patients. No one would hesitate to
give every consideration due to a man working under these circum-
stances; but, when we come to peruse the volume, we are bound to say
that we find very few traces of their effects.
We wish that the majority of the contributions to medical literature

would bear comparison, in point of clear diction, well recorded observa-
tions, and sound reasoning, with this interesting and original book.
There has not much appeared of late years, in medicine, that seems
to us to be more attractive and more convincing than the chain Qf
reasoning by which Dr. Manson traces the various forms of elephan-
toid disease to the nature and habits of the filaria sanguinis hominis.

Dr. Manson's original papers have been too recently and too fully
noticed in our columns to render it necessary that we should enter into
this subject in detail ; but we have much pleasure in recommending our
readers to provide themselves with this valuable volume. The work
must necessarily 4e in the hands, or within the reach, of all who are
engaged in the teaching or study of pathology.

HYDATID DISEASE. WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO ITS PREVA-
LENCE IN AUSTRALIA. By JOHN DAVIES THOmAS, M.D. Lond.,
F. R. C. S. Eng. Adelaide: E. Spiller.

IT is somewhat startling to learn, as we are informed by this writer,
that, in Victoria alone, two hundred fatal cases of hydatid disease are
known to have occurred in the past fourteen years ; and that the total
number of people suffering from the parasite, in that one colony, may
be reckoned at three thousand during the past twentv years. -
With the exception of Iceland, essentially the home of the

hydatid, the Australian colonies are found to be more infestd with this
disease than any other part of the world, or probably than all the rest
of it put together. Moreover, it appears that the'tendency -to the

disease has increased, is increasing, and, according to our author,
although it ought to te diminished, no effectual steps have been taken
to effect this, nor does the need for prophylaxih appear to be recognised
by the authorities. These facts more than justify Dr. THOMAS in
calling attention to the subject, as he has done in the work under our
notice in a very able and painstakiiSg manner.

In actual bulk, the major part of his book is occupied by a careful
and well written description of the morphology and life-history of tape-
worma and of echinococcus. This description, however, does not, audi
does not pretend to, baing out new facts; but is a summary of what is
known on the subject through the labours of Cobbold, Kuchenmeister,.
'Von Siebold4 Huxley, and others. This part of the book is clearly ani
easily written, and, in the absence of the original works, may well prova
ofservice fo afsy one gettiug upthe subject.. But the real value of the
work lies in the statistical information here brought together, probably
for the first time, as to the geographical distribution of hydatids, and
the conclusions which are to be drawn as to the causationl of the dis-
ease. In the author's' opinion, there are-four thief factors in the spread
of hydatid disease in a given country-namely: the number of dogs;
the number of domestic herbivora; the opportunities afforded to man
and the herbivora for sivallowing the ova of echinococcus ; and the
opportunities afforded to dogs for swallowing infected organs of the
herbivora, He points out that Australia is a country which fulfils these
conditions more completely than any other large continent-as one with
many sheep and many dogs, who often eat the offal of the sheep,
raw; where the water-supply is scanty, and often procured -from.
" bogs, swamps, water-holes, and dams, on the banks of which dogs
may deposit the eggs, to be blown.in by the winds or washed in by,
the rains.'

It is obvious that, of all the factors, the number of dogs, and the
opportunities allowed them of infecting themselves, are the ones most
Under control, or possibility of control; and Dr. Thomas discusses' the-
measures which ought to be taken by the State to that end; of these,
the most important are the registration of dogs and the destruction of
all stray prowlers, the prohibition of dogs from entering slaughter-.
houses, or eating offal or. uncooked meat, and the protection of all
water-tanks and reservoirs.
The tables of the relative mortality from hydatid disease compared

witW other illnesses, and of its absolute mortality, are very full and
complete for the Australian colonies.; but, although the author has
attempted. to compare those colonies with European and Asiatic coun-
tries,.the information at his disposal has not been sufficient to make
the comparison of much value.
The inhabitants ofthe colony of Victoria are undoubtedly under great

obligations to Dr. Thomas, for having laid before them informatiom.
which concerns their welfare in the highest degree, in such a very read-
able form ; but, although this book wilfnaturally have a greater interest
for the dwellers in Adelaide than in London, it is one which should be.
read by all who may be concerned in the study of helminthology.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Endemic versus Imported Origin of Cholera in Egypt: an Argument

based on Sir Guyer Hunter's Report to Her Majesty's Government. By
J. GODFREY THRUPP.-This short pamphlet is a brilliant exercise in
dialectics. Grant the author's premises, and his conclusion, or theory
or whatever he would prefer to call it, must necessarily be admitted.
But the pamphlet is more than its title pretends; it coutains a clever
ex parte statement of the case against the theory of the contagious
nature of cholera. It would be wholesome reading for the more
thoughtless of the adherents of the " germ-theory" of disease. Pro-
bably neither this theory nor the theory put forward by Mr. Thrupp
will be found capable of explaining all the facts. It is commonly sup-
posed-and Mr. Thrupp evidently is among the number of those who
entertain the supposition-that the two theories, the theory of a specific
contagium, or contagium vivum, and the meteorological or cosmo-
telluric theory, are mutually exclusive. Such, however, is not the
case; the one is the complement of the other. We would recommend
any person interested in the subject, and desiring a dispassionate state-
ment of observations, to read the chapter on cholera in Dr. Creighton's
translation of Hirsch's Handbook of Geographical and Historical Patho-
logy, which the New Sydenham Society has recently published. The
question of the endemicity of cholera in Egypt is another queation;
and it must be admitted t,ast Sir Guyer hunter has, in his reports,
supplied evidence on this head of the first importAnce. This-has been
neatly summarised by Mt'tdfy Thrapp.
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