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16,879 not exceeding one acre-aw incapable of affording a means of
subsistence to their occupiers.
In every census, diffioulties arise in classifying occupations, and

the indefinite or non-productive class is perhaps the most defective
and unsatisfactory one-peers and vagrants, children under fifteen
years of age, and married women not having specified occupations,
entering into its composition. In contrast with such a classification,
a very important and novel series of tables is given for the Dublin
Registration District, showing the special occupation and the social
position of its inhabitants. These statistics were ordered to be fur-
nished by the Irish Government at the request of the Dublin Sanitary
Association, and deal with 346,693 persons constituting the popula-
tion of the Dublin Registration District, and they vary in their
structure from the occupation tables published in the County
Abstracts, where the figures opposite each trade represent all persons
belonging to it, whether masters, apprentices, workpeople, or clerks.
The tables distinguish between employers and employed. The work-
house inmates are also shown separately. Persons who returned
themselves as having no occupation, and, who, judging as in the
case of employer and emplnoe, were evidently in a humble position,
are assigned to the line " unspecified." Those, likewise, who were
considered to be in a superior position are assigned to the line
"gentleman, gentlewoman." With regard to students, in the county
tables, all persons over fifteen years of age returned as " student" or
"scholar" were tabulated as "student." In the tables now under
consideration, a different plan has been adopted. In boarding-school
returns, the pupils of all ages up to twenty years are assigned to the
column for children, opposite the line "gentleman, gentlewoman,"
when the circumstances seemed to warrant it; otherwise, they are
tabulated as children of persons represented by the word "unspeci-
fied." A student or scholar living at home (under twenty years of
age), and returned as "scholar" or "student," is placed opposite the
parent's occupation; but where there was no clue to social position,
he or she is registered as "student." On the left-hand side of the
tables are placed the bread-winners, and on the right, on the same
line, are placed their dependents having no occupations. When the
wife is earning, she is entered on the left hand. The term, "gentle-
man, gentlewoman," comprises persons of rank, property, or respect-
able position, as well as retired officers of the army, navy, and civil
service. Their sons and daughters following no occupation are, when
over twenty years of age, also included.

There are thirty tables in the report, givinlg details regarding the
sick in Ireland on the night of the census. Some of the chief figures
from these tables have already appeared in the JOURNAL (lcc. cit.),
and they show a considerable improvement in the general sanitary
condition of the Irish people in 1881, as compared with what it was
in 1871. The amount of accommodation for the sick in the county
infirmaries, general, fever, and in special hospitals, has also been in-
creased dtiring the decade.
As one of the objects of fever liospitals is to prevent the spread

of infective disease, it is interesting to note that, of 2,274 persons
returned as suffering from infective fevers (small-pox, measles, scar-
latina, diphtheria, whooping-couigh, and fever), 383 were in hospital,
and 775 in workhouse hospitals, the remainder being sick at their
own homes, in many instances spreading disease amongst their
families and neighbours.
The " infirm wards " and hospitals of the workhouses in Ireland

must be considered as the principal public accommodation for the
sick poor. Thus, while there were 4,170 in the institutions com-
monly regarded as hospitals, there were 18,115 sick poor persons
accommodated in the buildings connected with the 163 Poor-law
unions of Ireland. Thus, about four-fifths of the sick in public in-
stitutions were provided for by the Poor-law authorities. A large
proportion of the 18,115 " Sick in Workhouses " should not be classed
as "' sick paupers," the fact being that, in country districts and
small towns where no public "medical charities" exist, the sick
among the artisan and labouring class make use of the Union hospi-
tals in the same manner as similar classes, in the great towns, use
the hospitals supported by voluntary contributions and charitable
endowments. In estimating the accommodation for the sick poor in
Ireland, these great Union hospitals are too often overlooked by
those who take an interest in this important branch of charity.
Allowing for the decrease of population during the decade, the

returns show that the proportion of blind to the population of Ire-
land is slightly greater than in 1871-namely, 1 in 847 in 1881,
against 1 in 852 in 1871. A large number of cases of blindness have
been attributed to small-pox in the returns for each successive
census period. In 1871 the number so stated was less by 199 than
in 1861. Now, again, a further diminution is announced, the

number returned.in 1881 being 359, against. 526 in 1871, showing a
decrease of 167. The diminution of destructive eye-affections in
small-pox is to be.attributed to two causes. In the first place, the
modifying influence of vaccination has diminished not only the
frequency of small-pox, but also the virulence of the disease; and,s
other things being equal, loss of sight from small-pox should be
less frequent than formerly. The other important element, how-
ever, is the fact that ophthalmia bas also diminished. It is a pecu-
liarity of the small-pox eruption to attack most severely the more
vascular parts; hence, an eye influenced by ophthalmia is mach
more liable to the attack of the small-pox eruption than a healthy
eye. The returns state that 98 cases of blindness were caused by
fever; in 1871.the number returned was 99. Although continued
fevers, are, unfortunately, still common in Ireland, yet, as ophthal-
mic complication in this class of affections is certainly rare, it
cannot be a plentiful source of blindness. The registrar-general,
who had, when physician to Cork Street Fever Hospital, a large
experience in the treatment of fever, states that he has never, in his
own practice, met with a case of blindness as a sequela of any form
of continued fever.
The information that has been collected with regard to the deaf

and dumb, is, like that in former Irish censuses, ui9que in its com-
prehensiveness and minuteness of detail. A registry of the facts
concerning each case has now been kept continuously for over thirty
years, and special steps taken for the identification and tracing of
each individual. The total deaf and duimb from all causes has de-
creased from 4,747 in 1851 to 4,930 in 1861, and 4,467 in 1871 to
3,993 in 1881, equal to a ratio of 1 in every 1,602 of the population.
The number of lunatics enumerated on census night in Ireland was
9,774 (4,857 males and 4,917 females)-943 were at large, 7,547 in
asylums, and 1,284 in workhouses; and the number of idiots 8,639
(4,674 males and 3,965 females), of whom 4,648 were at. large, 1,896
in asylums, and 2,195 in workhouses. The statistics of the last four
matters to which we have referred are graphically shown in one of
the several coloured diagrams which accompany the report. This
diagram shows, by means of different colours, the proportion per'
10,000 of the population of lunatics and idiots, the sick at their own
homes, the totally blind, and the deaf and dumb. It is an addition
to the diagrams which were appended to the last census return, and
which are altogether inferior to those dealing with the same srb-
jects in the present report.

In the foregoing summary, we have given a summary of some of
the general features of the report, in its medical bearings especially.
Brief and imperfect as this has necessarily been, it may nevertheless
serve to indicate the character, extent, and comprehensivenesp, of
a work which is in everyway creditable to all who took part in it.s
execution.

NOTES ON BOOKS.
Diet-Ckarits drawn up by SAMUEL BENTON, L.R.C.P., M.R.C.S., L.M.

For Daily Use in General Practice, and in the Wards of Hospitals.
(Wodderspoon and Co., Serle Street, W.C.) These charts are in-
tended as a means whereby a nurse who is watching a case may be
able to show the medical attendant what nourishment his patient
has taken since his last visit. In fact they register diet, as similar
charts, already much in use, register temperature, pulse, and respira-
tion. The twenty-four hours are indicated, in succession down the
first column, and separate columns are headed "milk (oz.)," ",B.
tea," "broth," "brandy," "extras," "sleep, (i5rs. nin.)," and
"remarks." There is a "total" at the bottom of the columns so
that the number of ounces of milk etc. consumed during each day
can be seen at once. The author has already acquired some consider-
able experience in nursing, and his handbook on the subject has
proved very useful to nurses and physicians. These Diet-Chas
deserve to be equally successful.

SUICIDES IN NEW YORK.-The .Xe'v York Tribune has published
some statistics about suicides in that city during the last twelve
years. In that time 1,687 persons took their own lives; 1,326 were
men and 361 were women. Poison was the mode of deat.h chosen by
540 persons, while 272 preferred hanging. The number of Germans
who destroyed themselves was 701, and of Irishmen only.241.
PRESENTATION.-AN illuminated address has been presented to

Dr. Vans Christian Clarke, R.N., by the prison officials, on his transfer
from Millbank Prison to Her Majesty's Female C'rrnvict Establishtwett
at Woking, Surrey.
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