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questions must be answered firmly in the negative." This opinion,
with other of the positions of Dr. Moxon regarding the cerebrl circula.
tion, has been anticipated, rather clinically than anatomically, in my
papers on " Nervous Apoplexv, Congestion of the Brain, and Serous
Effusion", published in the British and Foreign Afedieo-Chirurgical
Revie'u, vols. xxxvii-viii, i866; and also in my work on Applexy,
where the matter is discussed at length (pp. i46-168). In confirma-
tion, I give the following short quotation from the book mentioned:
" In briefly considering the subject of cerebral cot qestion as an efficient
cause of fatal apoplexy, I would, at the outset, inquire if any practi-
tioner can advance an undeniable example, verified by accurate detail
of symptoms and exhaustive necropsy, of death from mere primary
sanguineous congestion ?" (page 146). I also drew attention to the fact,
that " the cadaveric blood-stasis is little criterion of the circulation
of the brain during life" (page 17) ; and, not to be prolix,
I finally contend, " that there is not a shadow of evidence that simple
modifications in the cerebral circulation are capable of exerting any
material pressure on the brain; and, a fortiori, that such (hypothetical)
pressure has any influence in the causation of apoplexy" (page 132). I
also dwell upon the inadequacy of simple, non-valvular, hypertrophous
disease of the heart to cause congestion (pp. i8 and 84-87); and also,
that the aspect, congestive or other, of the face is no indication of the
state of vascularity of the brain (page 161). I likewise notice, which
Dr. Moxon repeats, that so-called congestion may be undeveloped
scarlatina (page 141); and I refer to the toxemia of rheumatism, etc.
(page 193); the experiments of MIr. Durham on sleep-in opposition to
Dr. Cappie (page 192); and the influence of anesthetics, and of the
various forms of asphyxia on the supply of blood to the brain (pp.
x62-3).

I ask: 'Is it permissible to adduce cases of insolatio, cerebritis (?),
of tubercular disease of the brain and its membranes, of delirium tre-
mens, of urlemia, of secondary or Wost nortemn engorgement of the
vessels, etc., as examples of cerebral congestion constituting primary
apoplexy ?" (Page 152.)

In fact, my whole argument is directed against the assumption of
cerebral congestion as a pathological condition or cause of apoplexy
(page 154 et seq.); and (at page 165) I conclude that "unconsciousness
is more frequently attended by a bloodless than a congested condition
of the brain".

Briefly to advert to epilepsy, although beyond the scope of my
treatise, I venture to reproduce the,following extrct. " Reference to
the quallty of the vascular supply, toxic or spanzemic, will in all cases
satisfactorily elucidate the seeming contradictions, and be equally ex-
planatory of vertigo, delirium, ef isy puerperal eclampsia, and
insanity-noti to mentwn emnotional states-which are incapable of
solution, on mechanical considerations, or supposition of congestion."
(Page I68).-I am, yours faithfully,

WM. BOYD MUSHET, M.B.Lond., M.R.C.P.Lond.
New Brighton, April 25th, 188I.

ChIARGE AGAINST A HOsPITAL.-The case of "The Queen v.
Hoggan" was tried in the Queen's Bench Division on 'Monday. The
action was founded upon a letter which appeared in the Standard
newspaper, alleged to have been written by the defendant, criticising
the conduct of the prosecutor, Mr. St. Vincent Mercier, the secre-
tary; of Major Charles Mercier, the treasurer; and of some of the
board of management of St. John's Hospital for Diseases of the Skin,
in Leicester Square. The defendant, Dr. George I-loggan, was one
of the doctors who gave his services for the benefit of the patients of
the hospital, which received support by voluntary donations from
patients. Some questions arose between the defendant and the managers
of the hospital, and the board dismissed the defendant from the medical
staff of the hospital. Subsequently the defendant published the letters
on the subject upon which the present action was founded; and among
them was one published in the Standandwd, dated February 25th, I8So,
containing statements in the following words: " The management has
got into the hands of a ring, who, I estimate, have put between two
and three thousand pounds in their pockets during the past two years."
Mr. Mercier, the prosecutor, said he had not been guilty of pocketing
any of the iunds of the society. Mlr. MIurphy, after a consultation with
his lordship; nd the learned counsel for the prosecution, admitted his
client, the defendant, was in the wrong, and that he had had no intention
of mak ng an) imputation on the prosecutor. Baron Pollock, under
these circumstances, allowed the indictment to be withdrawn, and
directed that the prosecutor should not be allowed to suffer from
coming into court to vindicate his character.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
THE NORTHUMBERLAND COUNTY ASYLUM.

Tnn Northumberland County Asylum contained on December 31st
last 432 patients. The commissioners speak in commendatory terms of
its condition and management. Dr. MIcDowall, the medical super.
intendent, in his report, adverts to the small extent to which the
insane poor participate in those charitable bequests which are in this
country so liberally bestowed upon the suffering and afflicted. The
explanation of this is probably to be found in the popular belief that
lunatics of the humbler classes have been taken in an especial manner
under State patronage, and protection, and that all their requirements,
and even the amusements and indulgences which constitute an important
branch of moral treatment are unstintingly supplied out of the rates.
Did it become generally known that the inmates of our pauper asylums
may have their sad lot alleviated by charitable contributions, there
would not long we believe be any lack of gifts or givers. Dr.
McDowall requires supplies of books and magazines for the patients
who are under his care, and also funds to enable him to afford assist.
ance to recovered patients on their discharge from the asylum, and
during that trying time when they are looking for work.

THE WVATERFORD DISTRICT LUNATIC ASYLUM.
DR. RING.ROSE ATKINs, reporting on the WVaterford District Lunatic
Asylum for the year 1880, says that in one case only, out of seventy-
four admitted into that establishment during the year, was he able to
trace the mental disease to thc excitement and disturbance resulting
from the agitated state of the country. Referring to the recoveries
from insanity, he supplies a table which shows that, while 298, or 50 per
cent. of 590 persons admitted during a p)eriod of ten years, recovered, 67,
or 22.4 per cent., of those relapsed-leaving 23!, or 39.1 per cent., who
presumably remained well. The table also shows that ultimately 29
relapsed persons again recovered, which gives a total of 44.o7 per cent.
of persons who were cured in the period specified, against 50.77
cases. From this it is deduced that, if the statistical tables in asylum
reports are to exhibit the actual proportion of recoveries from insanity,
they must give the percentage of these calculated on the number of
peisons as well as on the number of cases that have passed under
treatment or observation. Coercion seems to prevail in the Waterford
Asylum to an extent that is unknown in English institutions for the
insane. The inspector notes that, at the date of his visit, " three in.
dividuals only, for self-protection, and from a disposition to violence,
wore camisoles of a modified character"; and yet, with that obliquity
of his department to which we recently called attention, he adds that,
of the inmates of the asylum, " none were under restraint, and nonc in
seclusion". The costume of the patients in the Waterford District
Asylum must be of an unique description, as the inspector tells us
that " the wearing apparel is ample, and suitable for either sex".

DONEGAL COUNTY INFIRMARY.
FROM the medical report of Mr. Robert Little, surgeon to the
Infirmary, for the year ending the 6th of last January, we learn
that 382 patients were admitted during the year, which, with 35 re-
maining in hospital at the commencement of the year, made a total of
417. Of these, 288 were discharged cured, 73 relieved, while 14 cases
were incurable, and 33 remained under treatment on the 5th January,
1881. The deaths amounted to 9, a number equal to 2,V6 per cent.
Fifty-one surgical operations were performed during the twelve months.
The infirmary contains 70 beds-4o for males, and the remainder for
females; of which an average of 32 were occupied daily. The average
expenses of each bed for the year, salaries, etc. included, came to
/32 3s. 4,d., and including the salaries to £22 5s. ioy2d. The
income for the year amounted to £1,673 16s. 2d., which includesa
balance from preceding year, and a sum of £800 presented by the grand
jury; and the expenditure to £t,029 8s. 4d., leaving a balance of
£644 7s. sod., to credit of the infirmary. The report is a satisfactory
one, not alone for the surgical work performed, but also for the financial
condition of the institution.

QUEEN'S HOSPITAL, BIRMINGHAM.
THE annual report of the committee for 188o, shows that the number of
in-patients treated has been I86 more than the average of the last three
years. The cost of each out-patient is estimated at 2s. 6d. ; the cost of
eachin-patient has been £3 2s. 4!4,d., ascompared with,£3 35. iid. in
1879, and £3 13s. s5.d. in XS7S. The annual subscriptionshave fallen off
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£8o on the average of the last three years ; the total income from annual
subscriptions is less than two-fifths of the total expenditure. The
bazaar held in the Town Hall in the early part of the year realised the
handsome profit of /3,704. The total number of in-patients during
the year was i,86o; out-patients, 12,762; total, 14,622. These figures
show an increase of 154 in the number of in-patients, and a satisfactory
decrease of 200 in the out-patients, as compared with I879. The
appointment of Mlr. Bennett May, in September last, to the newly
created honorary office of consulting surgeon, has conferred much
benefit on the hospital. The end towards which the creation of the
office was recommenlded by the medical staff, namely, the thorough and
continuous supervision of the treatment of surgical casualties, has been
satisfactorily attained. The sanitary state of the institution has con-
tinued to be excellent. We are pleased to note that some pains have
been taken to exclude unworthy persons from the benefits of the charity.
Of the total number of applicants for relief in i880, 409 were rejected
as being able to pay for medical treatment, 235 as cases medically unfit
for treatment in the hospital, and 23 as being cases for parochial relief.
The average weekly cost of the maintenance of an in-patient has been
4s. 8'd., of each member of the household, gs.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY,
HOUSE OF COMMfIONS.-Tithrsday, May 5th.

The Action of the Contagious Diseases Acts.-MR. HOPWOOD asked
the Home Secretary whether his attention had been called to the case
of a friendless girl named Elizabeth Burley, who recently, through fear
of the police-officer appointed to carry out the Contagious Diseases Acts
at Dover, threw herself into the water of the harbour; whether she was,
on being rescued, charged before the magistrates with attempting to
commit suicide, but the case against her was dismissed ; whether the
officer in question was acting under any warrant of a justice; and
whether th0 police under the Acts in question had been informed that
there was no authority given to them in those laws to accost, question,
or molest any woman, but only to proceed against those suspected of
prostitution, under a summons or order of Justices of the Peace.-SIR.
W. HARCOURT replied: I have caused inquiries to be made as to this
case, and I have had a report upon it from the police. The girl in question
had been under the observation of the police for three weeks in conse-
quence of the fact that she was leading an immoral life. This fact she
herself admitted to the chaplain of the Sailors' Home. It was, therefore,
the duty of the police to ascertain her name and address with a view to
caution her. In endeavouring to ascertain these particulars the police
seem to have shown a want of discretion and judgment, for which they
have been reprimanded. The girl, to avoid the police, threw herself into
the water, fron which she was rescued, and there is reason to believe
further that she will be rescued from the unhappy life to which she had
committed herself.

T7Ue Smzall-p-ox Efix,emic.-BARON HENRY DE WORMS asked the
President of the Local Government Board whether, seeing that the
small-pox epidemic was very much on the increase in Greenwich and
other parts of the metropolis, and that the hospitals of the Asylums
Board svere overcrowded and incapable of dealing with the emergency,
any and what steps would be taken by the Local Government Board to
secure extra accomt-modation for small-pox patients, whose confinement
in crow(decl dlwellings must tend greatly to increase the spread of the epi-
demic.-MIR. DoDsoN said: The Board havebeen earnestlypressingboth
upon the guiardians andl the vestries and district boards the necessity of
supplemeniting the hospital accommodation for small-pox patients at the
disposal of the Asylums Board, and I am glad to state that in several
instances effect has been given to the Board's representations. At the
same time there is no doubt of the need for further provision for the
isolation of these cases, and the Board are endeavouring to secure it ;
hut it is scarcely necessary to state that the subject is one of great per.
plexity and diffictulty.

MAonday, M71ay 91hi.
Smazl-Por 7'en/s.-rn answer to COLONEL MAKINS, MR. DODSON

said Dr. Bridlger, one of the inspectors of the Local Government
BRoard, visited the place, and found that there are two tents, surrounded
by a higlh wooden paling, placed on the river bank on a piece of waste
land. The nearest buildings are the works of the Imperial Gas Com-
pany, nearly three hundred yards distant. The hospital is at the end of
the Imperial Rload, which, he believes, belongs to the Fulham Board of
WVorks; hut with the exception of the hospital there are no buildings
whatever there. It is right to add that the tents have been erected to
meet a pressing em-lergency, and the inspector considers that there is not
sufficient ground f(r the complaint against their position.

OBITUARY,
RANDLE WILBRAHAM FALCONER, M.D., F.R.C.P., D.C.L.,

VICE-PRESIDENT OF THE BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
WE regret to have to announce the sudden death, from disease of the
heart, of Dr. R. Wilbraham Falconer, for many years Treasurer, and
in succession President of Council and President of the British Medical
Association. Dr. Falconer attended the last meeting of the Committee
of Council, and appeared then in good health. He was in active pro-
fessional work up till the last day of his life. His sudden death, while
yet full of physical and intellectual vigour, has cast a gloom over the
city of Bath, in which he was a prominent figure, both in professional
and in municipal circles, and of which he was one of the most respected
citizens. In this Association, Dr. Falconer has long been known as
one of its most active, able, steadfast, and influential friends and
leaders. The Bath Herald, in a sympathetic notice of this sad event,
furnishes us with the following particulars.

Dr. Falconer inherited a name which for more than a century has been
honourably distinguished both in the medical profession and the paths
of literature. His grandfather, Dr. W. Falconer, was the son of the
Recorder of Chester, and came in I770 to Bath, where he practised as
a physician. Becoming officially connected with the Mineral Water
Hospital, he wrote a valuable work on the Bath watess; and died in Bath
in I824. His son was the Rev. Thomas Falconer, who became a Fellow
in the University of Oxford in I794, and entered Holy Orders. Subse-
quently, he took at the same University the M.D. degree and practised
medicine besides officiating as curate at St. James's Church, Bath. He
was an accomplished scholar, and among other works edited the
Ceography ofStrabo, which was printed by the University of Oxford.
He left five sons and two daughters, the younger son being Dr. R. W.
Falconer. Dr. Falconer attended the medical classes at Edinburgh,
and received the degree ofM.D. in 1839. Commencing hisprofessional
career at Tenby, he remained for several years at this well known
watering-place; but, preferring his native city, he returned in I847 and
soon acquired a prominent position, both in his profession and as a
citizen. Deeply versed inthe antiquities and lote of Bath, he was chosen
one of the local secretaries duiring the meeting of the Somerset Arch,eo-
logical Society in I852, while he also took an active part in securing the
visit of the British Association, and published at the same time an
abstract ofthe old charters in the archives of the Corporation. Anxious
for the reputation of the city, he was a zealous advocate of sanitary
reforms, but interested himself particularly in maintaining the prestige of
its mineral springs, in connection with which he wrote one or two works,
the chief being entitled, The Baths and Mineral WMaters ofBath. For
many 3ears down to his decease he was the senior physician at the
Mineral Water Hospital, besides being consulting physician at the Royal
United Hospital, of which he has been also successively elected president
since the death of the Rev. Prebendary Kemble, and undertaking the
medical oversight of the Institution for Idiot Children. Among his
other accomplishments, he was an excellent botanist, and assisted Mr.
Babington in preparing The Bath Flora.
With all this activity, Dr. Falconer found time to participate in the

administration of the affairs of the city. Elected for St. Michael's
ward, he entered the council in 1852, where his abilities as a speaker,
combined with his excellent business habits, made him one of the most
influential members of the corporation. Clear-headed and firm, and
with a commanding presence, he soon brought the unreasonable to
book, and often by his tact prevented waste of time both at the council
meetings and in committees. Chosen mayor in I857, he discharged
the duties in a manner to secure the tribute of an unanimous re-election.
On the death of Mr. Norman in January I86I, he succeeded his life-
long friend in the post of alderman; but at the close of his term of
office, he retired from the council. In the interval, he had been made
a justice of the peace for the city, in addition to which he was a
governor of King Edward's school, one of the trustees of St. John's
Hospital, and president of the Bath and County Club. Notwithstand-
ing these demands upon his time, and his professional avocations, he-
not seldom found opportunities to prepare and read papers before the
Literary Club and the Bath Naturalists' Club, upon topics of literary
and antiquarian interest. Truly, indeed, has he well sustained the
honours of his name, and in doing so has made the city his heavy
debtor by his long devotion to its interests in so many different depart-
ments. These will know him no more; and long, we fear, will it be
before, "take him for all in all", his equal will be found again. Be-
sides a widow and four children whom he leaves behind him, his
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