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operation; excepting, of course, those cases in which the anaesthetic
has-produced death, or a previous injury has necessitated the opera-
tion ?

3. Is there any book published, giving in a compact form the laws
regulating the coroner and his court ?
Hoping that you will pardon my thus trespassing on your space, I

remain, sir, yours obediently, LEX.
February 2nd, i88i.
*** There is no written or prescriptive law as to the holding of

inquests upon such cases of operations, etc.; but, in one of the largest
of London districts, where they frequently occur, the coroner considers
that inquests are necessary. As the verdict of the jury is one of "misad-
ventture", it often prevents friends of patients from alleging blame to the
hospital authorities, or those engaged in the operation or in the admi-
nistration of anoesthetics. The friends not unfrequently express them-
selves satisfied whilst at the hospital, but afterwards, in conversation,
remarks are passed which would be detrimental to the hospital or
surgeons. This in all such instances is prevented by the facts being
stated, and explanations duly recorded, in public court.

MEDICO-PARLIAMENTARY1
HOUSE OF CO3AIMOATS.-FiFiday, Februa;y i8th.

Amterican Por-k anzd 7'ichiizosis.-Sir J. IIAY asked the Secretary to
the Admiralty whether the Admiralty are taking precautions in regard
to the ration of pork for the-Navy in consequence of the serious out-
break of trichinosis in America, which has caused the French Govern-
ment, as reported, to forbid the importation of American pork.-Mr.
TREVELYAN: Of the salt pork used in the Navy, about a third is sup-
plied by Irish curers, and two-thirds by Danish firms, who deliver at
Deptford cheaper than the Irish. Both Danish and Irish pork, apart
from the fear of trichinosis, is better suited for Navy purposes than the
American-so much better, that the presence of American pork could
be detected in the barrels. But another and more effective precaution
is afforded. by the determination of the Admiralty to deal only with
responsible and reputable firms, a determination to which they in all
cases take the utmost pains to adhere.-Dr. DIXON-HARTLAND asked
the Vice-President of the Council whether he had seen that the importa-
tion of pork from the United States had been prohibited in France,
Rtissia, Italy, Austria, Spain, Portugal, and Greece, in consequence of
the prevalence of trichinosis, and the hopelessness of inducing the
poorer classes to disinfect the pork, and so prevent disease; and whether
he was prepared to forbid its introduction into Great Britain and
Ireland.-MIr. MUNDELLA: As the question of the hon. member affects
large interests, and only appeared in the paper for the first time this
morning, I am not able to answer it as fully as I could wish. We have
no official information that the Governments of the countries referred
to by the hon. member have prohibited the importation of pork from
the United States; but we are making inquiries, through the Foreign
Office, as to this part of the question. The importation of pork, bacon,
and ham into this country exceeds 5M4rmillions of hundredweights
(nearly 20 lbs. per head of the entire population), and the estimated
value exceeds 9y. millions sterling. Nearly the whole of this comes
from the United States, Canada, Germany, and Belgium; and this is
exclusive of the importation of live swine. To cut off such an enormous
supply of animal food would inflict great hardship on the poorer classes,
and could not be done except upon the most urgent necessity, and after
the gravest consideration. It would not suffice to prohibit the American
supply without prohibiting the importation from all other countries-
the disease exists in other.countries as well as America-for, so long as
any country admits American pork, the trade is of such magnitude and
importance that we should be sure to receive supplies at second hand.
We have made inquiries of the Local Government Board, and we find
no report of trichinosis in this country. Two years ago, there was a
report of an outbreak on board a training ship, which has since been
investigated, and the medical authorities are satisfied that it was not
trichinosis. The Duke 'of Richmond, when Lord President in 1879,
wras asked a similar question; and, in his reply, he called attention to
the fact that safety was only to be found in the thorough cooking of
.pork, whether fresh or salt. And it is only reasonable to suppose that
the practice of eating smoked sausages, ham, and imperfectly cooked
pork on the Continent and in Northern Europe, has contributed to the
spread of this terrible disease; whereas in this country, where the im-
portation has been on so large a scale, there has been no serious dis-
ease, owing, as we believe, to the thorough disinfection by cooking at
a high temperature.-Mr. PAGET asked the President of the Board of

Trade if his attention had been called to a letter from the British Consul
at Philadelphia, dated December 21st, I88o, referring to the immense
mortality among swine in Illinois, the immense quantity of pork annu-
ally shipped to the United Kingdom, and the terrible nature of the
disease called "trichinosis"; and if he would state to the House if any,
and what, powers were vested in the Board of Trade to order the in-
spection at the port of arrival of any pork, butter, or cheese imported
into this country, with a view of preventing the introduction of a dis-
ease as appalling as that described in the letter of the British Consul.-
MIr. CHAMBERLAIN replied that his attention had been called to the
letter in question, but the Board of Trade had no authority to order
the inspection which was desired by the hon. member.

OBITUARY,
WILLIAM RUTHERFORD SANDERS, M.D., F.R.C.P.E.

IT is our painful duty to record the death, on Friday, February i8th,ofWilliam RutherfordSanders, M.D. Ed., B.L.Montpelier, F.R.C.P.E.,
and F. R. S. E., Professor of 'Pathology and of Clinical Medicine in the
University of Edinburgh. In September, Dr. Sanders returned from
his holiday stay in the Highlands, near Aberfeldy, apparently in
vigorous health, and at once resumed his consulting practice. Three
days afterwards, a paralytic seizure, of the nature of apoplexy or em-
bolism, rendered him speechless, and witlhout power in the- limbs of the
right side. From the paralysis he had, so far as his limbs were con-
cerned, recovered to some extent. Speech, however, remained in the
same condition as at first. He was never throughout his illness un-
conscious, and was able to take an interest in all his surroundings, and
in the doings of the professional and general public. On Thursday,
February 17th, early in the afternoon, he suddenly became unconscious.
From this condition he never 'rallied, and he died in the forenoon of the
following day, aged fifty-three years. Subsequent examination showed
that embolism had been the cause of the first seizure in September.

Dr. Sanders was the son of Dr. James Sanders, at one time a pro-
minent physician in Edinburgh, and the author of certain new ideas on
the treatment of disease.' Educated at the Edinburgh High School, the
deceased proceeded to France, and there completed his general educa-
tion, when he received the degree of Bachelor of Letters at Montpelier,
He then returned to Edinburgh, studied medicine there, and received
his Ml.D., with gold medal, for his dissertation thesis "On the Anatomy
of the Spleen".. Subsequently, he enlarged his course of study by a
prolonged stay at Heidelberg and Paris. Since then, Dr. Sanders held
in succession the appointments of Uterine Pathologist in the Edin-
burgh Infirmary; Conservator of the Museum of the Royal College of
Surgeons, Edinburgh; Lecturer on Institutes of Mfedicine in the extra-
mural School, Edinburgh; Physician to the Edinburgh Infirmary, and
Lecturer on Clinical Medicine there; and, during the last eleven years,
of Professor of Pathology and of Clinical Medicine in the University.
As a matter of course, Dr. Sanders was a member of the various me-
dical and scientific societies in Edinburgh, and, last year, was Presi-
dent of the Medico-Chirurgical Society; while he was also Consulting
Physician to the Royal Public Dispensary and to the Dental Hospital,
and to the English and Scottish Law Life Association.

In his earlier years, Dr. Sanders did much good work as an investigator
in histology, and as a careful observer of clinical phenomena. His con-
tributions to professional literature attest this; and those who have
read his articles in Reynolds's System of Aedicine, cannot but be im-
pressed with the thoroughness of grasp with which' he treated his sub.
ject. In the Afedieal Directory will be found the names of his most
important contributions to medical literature. Of late years, the engross-
ing duties of the chair of pathology, and especially of clinical medicine,
together with the large consulting practice which flowed in upon him,
hindered the' deceased from continuing to take that place in medical
publications in which he was formerly so active; to this should be
added, that, for nearly three. years, Dr. Sanders was almost entirely
laid aside by seve-re illness. As a lecturer, his teaching was character-
ised by its accuracy, its clear exposition of principles, and thorough
mastery of detail; and in clinical medicine, it may be added, by its enthu-
siasm.- At the bedside in the hospital, the late professor may be said to
have been at his best; there he did imperishable work, by the thorough-
ness of his examination of physical signs'and symptoms, not only as
regarded the knowledge of the case in hand, but in its effect on the
after-work of his pupils.
The death of Dr. Warburton Begbie coincided with the restoration

to health of Dr. Sanders (after the prolonged illness already referred
to), and contributed in no small measure to the steadily increasing con-
sulting practice which came to Dr. Sanders, and which may be said
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