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no distant day. I need. add nothing further to your trenchant comt-
ments; and, apologising for occupying so much of your space,-I remain
yours faithfully, SCRUTATOPR.

THE WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION AiND INDIVIDUAL
EXPERIENCES.

SIR,-Several suggestions have been made at different times with
regard to collecting the fragments of knowledge accumulated indi-
vidually by the members of the British IMedical Association. I do
not know whether the following plan has been brought forward.
Supposing a committee, composed of men whose time from practice
enabled them to study the various branches of medical science
more deeply than their fellows, decided twice a year
upon some subject which most required, and would be most
profited by, the separate opinions and experiences of large numbers
of medical men. At the next meeting of the various Branches of the
British Medical Association throughout the country, this subject,
among others, should be introduced and discussed, and facts and
opinions colle_ted upon it. This local material should then be sent up
b)y the various secretaries to the central committee, and before the next
halr-yearly meeting the evidence collected should be embodied in some
(lefinite conclusions which couldl be suibmitted to the profession, through
the JOURNAL. If this plan were adopted, I believe that some very
valuable results would follow; at any rate, that it would not be the
least of the advantages arising from our 'Medical Association.-Yours,

T. FREDERICK PEARSE, MI.D.

LONDON STREETS.
SIR,-Allow me to draw the attention of the sanitary authorities,

through the medium of your widely circulated paper, to the horrid
filth allowed to remain in the streets of this city ; not in by ^ways,
but in some of the largest and most fashionable streets. Filth of all
kinds and description ; ordure, both humnan and animal, is allowed to
remain for days together, and no attempt is made to remove it, except
that sent by nature in the shape of a shower of rain.
The diffcrent vestries might surely employ men of the able-bodied

paupers, who are used for road-scraping, to extend their sphere of use-
fulness to the pavements as well.

I have only lately returned to the city after an absence of many
years, and I cannot say that in this particular instance London has im-
proved ; it has rather retrograded, for I never remember a state of affairs
so bad before. It reminds one more of an eastern city, than that of a
civilised country. -Your obedient servant, T. d'O. PARTRI1)GE.
London, lanuary otbh, iSSI.

DEATHS FRO'M AN.ESTHETICS.
SIR,-In the JOURNAL of December i8th, you publish a tabulated

list of (leaths during the administration of chloroform, ether, etc., and
I observe that you say the list "shows how imperfectly deaths are
reported. As several of our large surgical centres, such as Guy's and
St. Bartholomew's hospitals, where the number of chloroiorm adminis-
trations must be very great, hardly figure in the list, although there
is no reason to believe they have greater immunity from such accidents.

... It would bc very desirable to ascertain the total average num-
ber of administrations in the hospitals of England, as, in that case, we
should have an unequalled opportunity of ascertaining the real
mortality from chloroform."

N'oW, sir, I think with you, that it is most important that not only
the numnber of deaths, but also the number of administrations should
be reported, and I do not consider that the statistics of any hospital
are complete without the chloroform statistics.

For the chloroform statistics of St. Bartholomew's Hospital, where,
as you surmise, the number of chloroform administrations is very great,
I beg to refer you to the hospital statistical tables, which are published
annually, and which arc also appended to the los.pital Re)pors.

Statistical tables: 1875, p. 69; rS76, 1. IIz ; 1877, P. I10 ; 187S,
p. i i6; 1879, p. II9. The statistics for past year not yet published.

" DuIring the year iSSo, anoesthetics were administrerd 2,542 timnes.
Of hbese-

Chlorofornm was administered .5.... 05
Nilrous oxide gas, alone... ... 99
ither, alonie 43
Ethidene, precedeld by nitrous oxide. ... 41
l>her, p)rece(ded by nitrous oxide.. .. 1,304

2,542
A min aged 6i, suffering from strangulated inguinal hernia, died

under the influence of ether. He had been delirious during the
previous night. His pulse was irregular and very feeble; he had
constant vomiting. The pulse became imperceptible, and finally
respiration ceased. At the necropsy, the heart-substance was found to
be slightly fatty; the cavities were nearly empty; no clots. The lungs
were emphysematous, all the posterior parts were engorged with blood.

It will be seen from these references that during the six years
anawsthetics have been administcred in this hospital 11,721 times, and
that of these chloroform was administered 4,810 times with two deaths;
and that ether was administered 6,440 times with two deaths.

I might mention with regard to my own statistics, that in over g,ooo
administrations I have met with but one death, and that was during
the administration .f ether to a man aged 47, suffering from intestinal
obstruction, for which lumbar colotomy was undertaken. In the
morning, he had a severe attack of dyspncea. He was in a state of
profound ccllapse at the time of the operation (4 P.M.), belly was
tumid, his respiration shallow, and his pulse feeble. He vomited
frequently, and after inhaling ether for ten minutes, became livid and
never rallied. I ought'to mention that I raised an objection against
giving this patient ether.
As I did not come into office until the end of 1874, I have given

references only to the statistics since that time. I believe that
previously to 1875 they were not registered. Though the tabulated
list you publish may show how imperfectly deaths are reported in the
medical journals, I venture to think the references I have given show
how accurately they are reported in onc of the large surgical centres.

If, sir, you could impress the registrars of all the hospitals, who are,
I believe, now considering the best means of publishing their statistics,
with the importance of adding to their statistical tables the chloroform
statistics, you vould, I think, at the end of each year be enabled to
publish a most perfect and valuable table, and confer a great boon on
the medical profession.-I am, sir, yours, etc.,

JOSEPH MILLS,
Administrator of Anmesthetics to

Jan. 5th, I88r. St. Bartholomew's Hospital.

HOSPITAL AND DISPENSARY MANAGEMENT.
THE LARBERT TRAINING INSTITUTION FOR IDIOTS

AND IMBECILES.
WE: regret to learn that Dr. William \V. Ireland has tendered his
resignation of his office of Medical Superintendent of the Scottish
National Institution for Imbecile Children at Larbert, to take effect on
the Ist of April next. Dr. Ireland is well known by his book on Idicry
and fImbecility, which is, indeed, the standard English work on the
subject, and under his management the Larbert Institution has pros-
pered greatly. During the ten years of his superintendence of it, addi-
tional buildings, increasing its accommodation by one-third, have been
erected, and pupils have been sent to it from all parts of the country,
and even from the colonies. It might be well if the subscribers to the
Larbert Institution were to inquire closely into the circumstances which
have led to the resignation of Dr. Ireland, while he still enjoys unim-
paired vigour of body and mind, and is, by virtue of his special experi-
ence, capable of performing still more excellent service in that field in
which he has already laboured so faithfully and efficiently. Their atten-
tion might also perhaps be profitably directed to the relations sub-
sisting between the medical and the nursing and teaching staff, and to
the attendance of membcrs of the committee at meetings of that body.

THE NORTHALLERTON COTTAGE HOSPITAL.
Tiiis useful little hospital was opened in the year 1878, and since that
time it has prospered, and its popularity has increased considerably.
During the year ending September 30th, i88o, the annual subscriptions
increased from ,£44 1Os; to j220; and the church collections from
£4 IOS. to £41. During the first year, thirty in-patients were admitted;
during the second year, forty-two; and in the ycar ending September
30th last fifty patients were treated. Several cases of serious operation
have been undertaken by the medical officers, including a successful
case of ovariotomy, the patient being convalescent in less than three
weeks; and the removal of a large fatty tumour from the neck and
shoulder weighing more than four pounds. The medical staff adopt
the excellent practice of giving a short history of each important case
in the annual report; but we cannot commend the style of all these
reports for general adoption. For instance, ten lines are devoted to
the detailed description of a case where the hand of a patient was
badly crushed in a railway accident. The surgeon proceeds with his
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