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The BMJ Awards 2017: Entries Now Open! 
  

Entries for The BMJ Awards 2017 are now open with a range of 
exciting categories designed to recognise excellence in medical 
practice. 
  

The BMJ Awards, now in their 9th year, are the UK's leading 
medical awards programme, recognising and celebrating the 
inspirational work done by healthcare teams across the country. 
  

Entries will be judged by distinguished panels that include expert 
patients, and winners will be announced at a ceremony in 
London on 4 May 2017. 
  

This year, there are 15 awards up for grabs, including three new 
categories for imaging, surgery, and mental health. These will 
join firm favourites, such as those for primary care, cardiology, 
cancer, education and innovation. 
  

The BMJ Lifetime Achievement Award 2017 will once again 
honour someone who has made an outstanding contribution to 
improving health or healthcare and whose career has had 
considerable influence outside as well as within the UK. 
 
Past recipients have included Dr Bernard Lown, a cardiologist 
and Nobel Prize winner who also developed the defibrillator, and 
Professor Marleen Temmerman for her commitment to 



 

 

 

improving women’s reproductive and sexual health and rights, 
especially in Africa. 
  

For many teams, winning one of The BMJ awards is also a spur 
to further success. 
  

For example, since winning the clinical leadership category in 
2016, Bradford’s Healthy Hearts campaign has sustained its 
high profile by sponsoring a local event last month in which a 
Guinness world record was set for the longest ever chain of 
people making heart shaped hand gestures. 
  

Another of the 2016 winners, radiologist Sam Hare, is working 
with NHS England to get the technique of ambulatory lung 
biopsy that he pioneered at Barnet Hospital more widely 
adopted. 
  

Fiona Godlee, editor in chief of The BMJ, said: “This year’s 
awards seem particularly important, given the extraordinary 
pressure that the NHS is under and the impact this is having on 
health professionals’ morale and working conditions. The awards 
offer us all a chance to properly celebrate the professionalism, 
commitment, creativity, and hard work of healthcare teams 
across the country, and to showcase wonderful examples of 
excellence and innovation in how patient care is designed and 
delivered.” 
  

Sponsors already confirmed for 2017 are: Alliance Medical, 
BMA, GMC and FMLM, LEO Pharma, Marie Curie, medical 
insurer MDDUS, Public Health England and Royal College of 
Anaesthetists. 
 
[Ends] 
 
To find out more go to: http://thebmjawards.bmj.com 
Follow us on Twitter: @bmj_latest  #thebmjawards 
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About BMJ  
BMJ is a healthcare knowledge provider that aims to advance 
healthcare worldwide by sharing knowledge and expertise to 
improve experiences, outcomes and value. For a full list of BMJ 
products and services, please visit bmj.com. 
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