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The BMJ’s readership in China is growing. Around 30 000
people from China now visit bmj.com each month. While this
is a small proportion of China’s total population of almost 1.4
billion, a drop in the ocean will one day grow into a sea.
Although we may no longer be divided by geography or the
internet, we remain divided by language. We want to move a
step closer to our Chinese readers with a new initiative to publish
selected pdfs in Mandarin on bmj.com.
The BMJ’s engagement with China goes back many years. In
1998, we began a monthly Mandarin print edition in partnership
with the Chinese Medical Association. This monthly digest
features a selection of articles from The BMJ and other journals
published by BMJ company. The articles are chosen for local
relevance under the direction of the editor of The BMJ’s Chinese
edition, translated into Mandarin, and sent each month to
clinicians in China. It is these translations that we are now
beginning to make available on bmj.com.
We will upload translated articles prospectively, although a six
month time lag currently exists between an article appearing on
bmj.com and it being published in Mandarin in our Chinese
print edition. We will also add articles retrospectively so that
ultimately all articles published since 1998 in our Chinese print
edition will also be available on bmj.com. Articles on bmj.com
that are translated carry a prominent banner to direct readers to
the Mandarin version.1

Aside from these translated articles we now publish more articles
by Chinese authors, covering the full range of The BMJ’s
content, from opinion pieces,2 through editorials,3 to original
research,4 and including a new collection of articles discussing
medical research in China.5 We hope and intend that our China
coverage is of interest to readers all over the world. Our new
initiative to publish Mandarin translations on bmj.com, however,
is a specific attempt to be more welcoming and useful to readers
whose first language is Mandarin.
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